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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SOTO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 12, 2022. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DARREN 
SOTO to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Eternal God, throughout human his-
tory You have acted on our behalf, de-
fended us against our enemies, saved us 
from our own sinfulness. And like 
those who have gone before us, we have 
failed to appreciate the mercy You 
have afforded us from the beginning of 
time. 

Show us the writing on the wall. Our 
days are numbered. It doesn’t matter 
whether we are counting the days of 
our life, or the time in our current vo-
cations, You have determined the days 
we are given to serve You. 

May we not be found wanting, having 
fallen short of the part we play in Your 
gracious design. 

May we instead look to all that You 
have done for us, all that You have 
promised, and remember how blessed 
we are. 

May we respond with full hearts and 
willing spirits, in our attitudes and ac-
tions, living lives worthy of Your 
mercy. 

May we speak Your truth in our 
every word with our colleagues and 
constituents, as to the stranger and to 
the estranged. 

And may we reflect to the world 
Your steadfast love to those around us, 
the poor and needy, the offensive and 
the irascible, friend and foe. 

Holy God, make our lives count in 
the economy of Your grace. In Your 
sovereign name, we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL ROB-
ERT CHISOLM 

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Robert 
Chisolm, an American hero who passed 
away peacefully on January 4, 2022, 
after a lifetime of service to our coun-
try and to El Paso. 

Lieutenant Colonel Chisolm served in 
the Army in World War II, the Korean 

war, and the Vietnam war. He was a 
paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion when he parachuted into combat 
in Normandy, France, on D-day, a day 
that liberated Western Europe from 
Nazi rule. 

He was also recognized in 2012 by the 
French Government and awarded the 
French Legion of Honor medal. 

After 29 years of faithful service, he 
retired from the military and settled in 
El Paso, Texas, with his wife, Mar-
garet. Lieutenant Colonel Chisolm 
helped create a community for local 
veterans as a founding member of the 
Benavidez-Patterson All Airborne 
Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division 
Association, which awards scholarships 
to the children and grandchildren of 
paratroopers. 

May Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Chisolm’s legacy of devotion to our 
country, his fellow veterans, and his 
unwavering commitment to service 
continue to inspire us all. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF COM-
MAND SERGEANT MAJOR JOHN 
F. SAMPA 

(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to pay tribute to the distinguished 
and exceptional career of my friend, 
Command Sergeant Major John F. 
Sampa, the retiring Command Ser-
geant Major of the Army National 
Guard. 

It is one of my greatest honors and 
privilege to have served with then-Ser-
geant John Sampa when I was a lieu-
tenant with Bravo Company 4th Bat-
talion 112th Armor, in Rosenberg, 
Texas. He mentored and advised count-
less soldiers and airmen throughout his 
career. 

His rise to the highest enlisted rank 
in the National Guard was not by 
chance. Command Sergeant Major 
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Sampa is an extremely talented and 
competent noncommissioned officer 
who led by example, outworked his 
peers, and always took care of his 
troops. 

Along with the citizens from the 
great State of Texas, and the Army Na-
tional Guard soldiers throughout the 
country, I wish Command Sergeant 
Major John Sampa a well-deserved re-
tirement. He has served his neighbors, 
State, and country well. 

I wish John, his wife Carlette; son, 
John; and daughter, Julia, all the best 
in their future endeavors. 

f 

COMMEMORATING KOREAN- 
AMERICAN DAY 

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate Korean-American Day. I 
am proud to represent the largest Ko-
rean-American population of any con-
gressional district in the country. 

Tomorrow we recognize the 119th an-
niversary of the arrival of the first Ko-
rean immigrants to the United States, 
and the recognition that they have 
contributed to the life and well-being 
of the people of the United States for 
so many years. 

One person that is an example of that 
is Erin Pak, who leads the Kheir Cen-
ter, a community health center in Los 
Angeles. During the pandemic, they 
kept their doors open, taking care of 
anybody who needed help; everything 
from testing, to vaccine boosters, to 
people who are Korean, Latino, it 
didn’t matter their background. But 
their doors were open during the 
toughest times. 

It is with that kind of commitment 
that Korean Americans have really 
made not only L.A. a better place to 
live, but the United States a better 
place to live. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
my resolution to recognize the ideals of 
Korean-American Day and the essen-
tial contributions of Korean Americans 
to American life. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO PROXY VOTING 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, there is no 
substitute for conducting the business 
of the American people in person. 

On Monday, 80 members of the major-
ity voted ‘‘present’’ by proxy. This is 
one of the most asinine things that has 
become commonplace under one-party 
rule by the majority. 

Have House Democrats become so 
averse to work that they now believe 
voting from their couches is a viable 
option? 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end proxy 
voting once and for all. It is one of the 
many blemishes that have been put on 
this great body under one-party rule. 

If the current majority won’t end 
proxy voting, Republicans will snuff it 
out entirely when we take back the 
House. It is past time to get back to 
work. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
STARBUCKS WORKERS UNITED 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, from the steel mills to the 
auto plants, Buffalo and Western New 
York are communities that respect 
hard work and have a long and strong 
record of leading and supporting the 
labor movement. 

That tradition continues with local 
Starbucks workers. Despite pressure 
tactics and roadblocks, they were suc-
cessful in their bid to organize unions 
at Starbucks locations in Buffalo and 
Cheektowaga, New York. 

This weekend, I was proud to stand 
with the Starbucks Elmwood employ-
ees who were fighting for better work-
ing conditions. 

Today, I recognize the efforts of all 
workers who show courage and soli-
darity in their fight for fair wages and 
working conditions. 

Every social movement in America 
started from the ground up, from peo-
ple with passion and vision to demand 
better for their workplace, for their 
community, and for our collective fu-
ture. 

Congratulations to Starbucks Work-
ers United. Your organizing achieve-
ment is a victory for many and an in-
spiration to all. 

f 

ANOTHER YEAR OF DISRUPTED 
LEARNING 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, more 
than one million students started 2022 
with closed schools: another year of 
disrupted learning. 

In Chicago, more than 300,000 kids 
spent 4 days locked out of their class-
rooms. This is the same Chicago that 
received nearly $2 billion from the 
Democrats’ so-called COVID relief bill 
to keep schools open. 

We have an education and a mental 
health crisis on our hands. Every stu-
dent who is trapped behind a screen 
knows it. Every mom and dad who is 
anxious about another year of last- 
minute closures know it. Even Demo-
crat mayors and voters know it. 

And yet, President Biden said yester-
day, America is on the ‘‘right track’’ 
with regard to the pandemic. 

Mr. President, in what world is this 
considered the right track? 

Disrupted learning means we are 
leaving behind a generation of strug-
gling students. It might be the single 
most destructive policy imposed on our 
children this century. The negative 
consequences can last a lifetime. 

The only question we have now is, 
how do we save our kids from more dis-
ruption to their education in the days 
and weeks to come? 

The President of the United States 
could have gone to Chicago or any of 
the 5,400 schools that started off this 
year closed to send a clear signal that 
kids belong in the classroom. 

Instead, he was in Atlanta yesterday 
delivering a speech that was so self- 
serving and out-of-touch that even 
Stacey Abrams kept her distance. 

But I have a simple principle that 
every parent knows well: Our kids’ edu-
cation is not dispensable. Their futures 
are not dispensable. I believe that as a 
parent, as a lawmaker, and as an 
American citizen, and I know every 
House Republican believes it, too. 

We must be a society that pushes to 
do the best we can for the next genera-
tion, a society that finally achieves the 
goal of allowing every kid in every 
neighborhood to go to the school that 
their parents believe is best for them. 

House Republicans will work to make 
sure our children are the national pri-
ority they should be, even if this ad-
ministration and House Democrats 
won’t. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOUTH METRO FIRE 
RESCUE 

(Mr. CROW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the members of South 
Metro Fire Rescue for their bravery 
and professionalism in combating the 
devastating Marshall fire that swept 
across Boulder County. 

As we prepared to ring in the new 
year, Colorado experienced the most 
destructive wildfire in its history. 
Faced with hurricane-level winds that 
fueled rapid spread, our very own 
South Metro firefighters jumped into 
action. They sacrificed time with fam-
ily during the holidays and put their 
lives on the line to protect thousands 
of homes, save countless lives, and 
make our community proud. 

Rising temperatures and prolonged 
drought have made wildfires a part of 
everyday life in Colorado. As Colo-
radans inevitably face similar chal-
lenges in the coming years, I am grate-
ful to have the heroes at South Metro 
representing and protecting our com-
munity. 

I am honored to recognize the mem-
bers of South Metro Fire Rescue for 
their service to our community and 
thank them for inspiring a hope in our 
future, a hope that together we can 
face the challenges of this new future 
head-on. 

f 

COVID–19 TESTING SHORTAGE 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, President 

Biden promised to ‘‘shut down the 
COVID–19 virus, not the country.’’ He 
also promised ‘‘access to regular, reli-
able, and free COVID–19 testing.’’ 

But as we near a year into his Presi-
dency, he has failed to deliver on these 
basic promises. In the Trump adminis-
tration we got Operation Warp Speed. 
However, for the Biden administration 
we seem to be getting operation no 
rush. 

President Biden alone is to blame for 
the current testing shortage that the 
American people are facing. Just look 
at the facts. 

In the spring of 2021, when a group of 
health agency officials approached the 
White House on a proposal to purchase 
millions of rapid tests, the White 
House officials never followed up. 

In October 2021, White House officials 
rejected a proposal for free rapid tests 
for the holiday season. 

In December 2021, President Biden 
announced that 500 million tests would 
be sent out in January 2022, however, 
the contract for these tests has yet to 
be signed. 

The bottom line is that President 
Biden failed to meet his promises, and 
the American people are paying the 
price. 

f 

b 1215 

A RISE IN GUN SALES AND THE 
MURDER RATE 

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, the past 
year has seen an explosion in gun sales 
and, with it, a 30 percent rise in the 
murder rate. 

Yet, at a time when the data becomes 
increasingly clear that more guns in 
the hands of those who should not have 
them results in more deaths of those 
who should still be alive and with us 
today, Republican officials across the 
country are trying to make it easier 
for anyone to wield guns around our 
children and our families. 

Back in my home State of Georgia, 
our Governor is trying to implement 
permitless carry, irresponsible legisla-
tion that is dangerous for our law en-
forcement, dangerous for our families, 
and dangerous for the people that we 
love and cherish. 

We cannot allow these destructive ef-
forts to continue, and we must reaffirm 
our dedication to passing meaningful 
legislation that truly saves American 
lives. 

f 

THE CRISIS AT THE BORDER 
CONTINUES 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, a week 
after my visit to the border to meet 

with agents on the ground and survey 
the situation with my own eyes, I am 
here to report some unsurprising news. 
There is still a growing crisis at our 
Nation’s southern border. 

I saw firsthand how President Biden 
has ceded—not in farming, but given 
up—ceded control of the southern bor-
der to the cartels. 

Thankfully, Texas Governor Abbott 
has stepped up to enforce the law, but 
Federal border agents continue to lack 
critical federally provided resources. 

From halting construction of the 
wall and resisting the remain in Mex-
ico policy, to releasing illegals into our 
interior and pursuing mass amnesty, 
this President and Democrats in Con-
gress have incentivized a long-term 
border surge that will forever change 
our Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to reverse these 
America-last policies, secure the bor-
der, and uphold law and order in the 
face of this current administration’s 
refusal to do so. 

f 

NEW WAVE OF VOTER 
SUPPRESSION EFFORTS 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, we 
are seeing a wave of voter suppression 
efforts show their ugly heads across 
this country, a crisis of unprecedented 
proportion that is cracking at the very 
foundation of our democratic process. 

Republicans have continued to push 
lies and conspiracy theories to depress 
voter turnout and sow mistrust in our 
elections at the highest levels. 

It is time that we choose: the fili-
buster or our democracy. We cannot 
allow arcane Senate rules to stand in 
the way of this Congress upholding its 
most basic constitutional responsibil-
ities, at one of the most critical junc-
tures in our history. 

It is incumbent on us to restore the 
voting rights protections that our Na-
tion’s civil rights leaders bled to se-
cure. 

This Congress can and will fight 
against these draconian measures, to 
restore and expand the sacred right to 
vote. 

History will remember anyone who 
stands in our way. 

f 

JOBS DESTROYED UNDER 
PRESIDENT BIDEN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the December jobs report 
came in at less than half of what was 
projected. People continue to suffer at 
the hands of the Biden and Democrat 
policies. Jobs are being destroyed. 

A recent national poll found that 68 
percent of respondents said the econ-
omy was a top concern. 

Inflation is a tax on all Americans, 
and it has gone up every month since 
the Biden Presidency. Gasoline is up 58 
percent; propane, kerosene, and fire-
wood are up 34 percent; bacon is up 21 
percent; and hamburger is up 20 per-
cent. 

Real wages have decreased under 
Biden in 8 of his 10 full months in of-
fice, with a loss of $5,000 per family. 

The Democrat elite think they are 
smarter than everyone, and Democrat 
voters and Democrat media are igno-
rant to believe that trillions of dollars 
cost zero dollars. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years, as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. Sadly, we 
are in day 151 of Americans left behind, 
as cited by Sean Hannity. 

f 

REPUBLICANS CONTINUE TO FLIP- 
FLOP 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, MITCH 
MCCONNELL and Senate Republicans 
have repeatedly taken a stand against 
the truth and common sense by devot-
ing themselves to the big lie, flip-flop-
ping from previous positions with the 
aim of satisfying a virulent base to ob-
tain power, defending the January 6 in-
surrection, and protecting violate rad-
ical extremists, passing dozens of anti- 
voting laws across the country, taking 
up dangerous and destructive efforts to 
take over and sabotage future elec-
tions, all with the aim of staying in 
power at the expense of democracy and 
what our Founders held dear. 

The flip-flop continues with the fili-
buster. Let’s be clear. MITCH MCCON-
NELL has a long record of changing the 
rules whenever it suits him, and he 
continues to mislead about the fili-
buster. There have been more than 161 
changes made to the filibuster in the 
last five decades, with the filibuster al-
tered to pass trade deals, tax cuts, and 
Supreme Court justices. 

The filibuster is not in the Constitu-
tion, and the Founders only mentioned 
supermajority for impeachment. 

They must do better on the other 
side of the aisle and the other side of 
this Capitol. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities towards Mem-
bers of the Senate. 

f 

HONORING BOB WOOLEY 
(Ms. HERRELL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HERRELL. Mr. Speaker, today, 
it is my great honor to pay tribute to 
my friend and colleague, Bob Wooley. 

Bob Wooley and I served together in 
the New Mexico House of Representa-
tives, and he has a passion for the peo-
ple. He served as chairman of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. He also 
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served in the Army during the Vietnam 
war. His passion for helping our vet-
erans stems way beyond his service in 
the State; it stems throughout the Na-
tion. 

Bob is a no-nonsense cowboy. He has 
got a zest for life and a zest for serving 
God. He also has a zest for telling the 
truth, even if you didn’t want to hear 
it. 

I am honored today to recognize Bob 
and his beautiful wife of 48 years, 
Janna. They have two children and five 
grandchildren. 

Today, in New Mexico, we are cele-
brating Bob Wooley’s 75th birthday. On 
behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I wish Bob Wooley a happy 75th 
birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAKEWOOD POLICE 
AGENT ASHLEY FERRIS 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Agent Ashley 
Ferris of the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment for her heroic actions which un-
doubtedly saved lives and protected our 
community from further violence. 

On December 27, 2021, the Denver and 
Lakewood, Colorado, communities ex-
perienced a terrible tragedy. A gunman 
opened fire at multiple locations in 
Denver before traveling to Lakewood 
where he continued the shooting spree. 

As a result of this gun violence, five 
lives were taken and two others were 
injured. My condolences go to the 
friends and family of the five victims 
of these murders: Alicia Cardenas, 
Danny Scofield, Sarah Steck, Alyssa 
Gunn-Maldonado, and Michael 
Swinyard. Jimmy Maldonado was in-
jured as well as Agent Ferris, who 
bravely confronted and killed the gun-
man even after being shot in the abdo-
men, undoubtedly preventing addi-
tional loss of life. 

The Lakewood Police Department 
said it best: ‘‘If not for the heroic ef-
forts of Agent Ferris and other law en-
forcement, this incredibly violent trag-
edy could have been even worse.’’ 

Agent Ferris was previously recog-
nized for her actions on the job in 2020 
when she, along with two fellow Lake-
wood Police Officers, performed life-
saving measures on a woman suffering 
medical distress. For her actions, she 
was presented with the department’s 
Lifesaving Award. 

I am thankful Agent Ashley Ferris 
was recently released from the hos-
pital. I wish her a full and speedy re-
covery, and I extend my deepest appre-
ciation for her bravery, sacrifice, and 
service to our community. 

f 

CALIFORNIA’S STATEWIDE 
DROUGHT EMERGENCY 

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, in the 
midst of a statewide drought emer-
gency, California has experienced 
much-needed rain and snowfall during 
these winter months. 

While communities across my dis-
trict are especially grateful for the 
rainfall we have encountered, I remain 
concerned that the State of California 
has already announced a zero percent 
allocation for water deliveries for this 
year. 

I also remain concerned that the Bu-
reau of Reclamation could possibly an-
nounce a similar water allocation for 
2022 within the next month. 

This is unacceptable. 
We must work together to figure out 

a way to fully utilize the water we 
have access to in a way that benefits 
our communities and agriculture pro-
duction. Farmers are desperate for 
water to grow their crops. Rural towns 
continue to face water shortages. 

We need this rain, but we also need 
to do a better job of managing our re-
sources. We have opportunities to move 
our water responsibly when the 
snowpack melts. 

As you can see here, more than 5 mil-
lion acre-feet of water was sent out to 
the ocean over this past year. This 
water could have gone a long way for 
our communities and for farmers in the 
Central Valley. 

I have asked time and time again for 
support from the House majority to ad-
dress this issue. The families of the 
Central Valley cannot continue to 
wait. I ask my colleagues yet again to 
join my efforts to improve water man-
agement in California. 

f 

BENEFITS OF THE BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share how the recent enact-
ment of the bipartisan infrastructure 
law is already delivering for organized 
labor and businesses in the First Dis-
trict of Indiana. 

My district is home to three airports 
that are drivers of our economy. They 
are essential to moving goods and peo-
ple throughout the region and Nation 
and create good-paying jobs and in-
creased economic opportunities. 

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, three regional airports 
are expected to receive funds under the 
bipartisan infrastructure law, includ-
ing over $150,000 to the Michigan City 
Municipal Airport, almost $300,000 to 
the Porter County Regional Airport, 
and over $750,000 to the Gary/Chicago 
International Airport. 

I look forward to continuing the 
work in a spirit of cooperation with 
local and State officials to harness the 
impact of the bipartisan infrastructure 
law. 

f 

HONORING MATT PEDIGO 
(Mr. COMER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Matt Pedigo of Allen County, 
Kentucky, who recently retired as gen-
eral manager of the Citizen-Times 
newspaper in Scottsville. 

After 22 years of reporting on the 
community he loves, Matt decided to 
put down his pen and pursue other ven-
tures. At a time when many people are 
distrustful of the agenda of the media, 
Matt has been a shining star over the 
years, accurately reporting on current 
events and happenings in Allen County. 

Through numerous interviews and 
conversations with Matt during my 
years in public service, I grew to appre-
ciate his work ethic, knowledge of the 
issues, and passion for sharing the 
news with his community. 

While he may be retiring, I know 
from my interactions with Matt that 
he is not finished making positive con-
tributions to the community of Allen 
County and south-central Kentucky. I 
wish him nothing but the best in a 
well-earned retirement from jour-
nalism. 

f 

b 1230 

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDNA 
BROWN 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to pay trib-
ute to distinguished Ohio Senator Edna 
Brown, a trailblazer who recently 
passed away. 

Edna Brown was a remarkable public 
servant from Toledo, Ohio, who dedi-
cated her life and her three decades of 
service to improving the well-being and 
future of our community. 

As the first and only African Amer-
ican to represent Lucas County in the 
Ohio Senate, she blazed a trail for 
many to follow at the highest level of 
elected office in Ohio. 

She was a warm, inviting, and im-
mensely kind person whose focus was 
always on public service and bettering 
the lives of the people she served, the 
people she truly loved. 

Northwest Ohio lost a great cham-
pion. Her family lost a great mother 
and grandmother. America needs more 
people like Edna Brown in public serv-
ice. 

Her memory will live with us, and I 
know her legacy will inspire the next 
generation of Ohio’s leaders, including 
women leaders. 

I will include her life story and her 
obituary in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
as a tribute to her persevering accom-
plishments for our Nation’s better-
ment. 

Godspeed, Edna Brown. May the an-
gels carry you very high, and may you 
rest in peace. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 

HENRY AND ARLENE LANGREHR 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize an incredible 
veteran from my district for his service 
to our country and eastern Iowa. 

Henry Langrehr of Clinton served in 
Europe during World War II with the 
82nd Airborne Division. Because of his 
heroic and brave actions in France, he 
received two Bronze Stars, two Purple 
Hearts, and the French Legion of 
Honor. 

Henry was a paratrooper who flew on 
a C–47 transport plane across the 
English Channel before being dropped 
into Normandy on D-day during the Al-
lied invasion. 

During the campaign, Henry was in-
jured by shrapnel and taken as a Ger-
man prisoner of war. He successfully 
escaped a Nazi work camp and made 
his way back to his countrymen. 

Henry always makes sure to praise 
Arlene, his wife of nearly 80 years. 
While Henry was in Europe, Arlene 
worked 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
making machine gun stands needed for 
the war effort, a real-life Rosie the Riv-
eter. 

I am incredibly grateful to have 
amazing Americans like Henry and Ar-
lene living in my district. 

Thank you for your incredible service 
to and love for the United States, Iowa, 
and Clinton. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE GEORGIA 
BULLDOGS 

(Mr. HICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate this year’s college 
football national championship team, 
the Georgia Bulldogs. 

For the first time since 1980, the 
Bulldogs are bringing the college foot-
ball national championship trophy 
back to Athens, Georgia, after beating 
the Alabama Crimson Tide by a score 
of 33–18 this past Monday. 

I could not be more proud of the 
Dawgs for showing all of us the true 
definition of heart, of character, and of 
dedication. 

After losing to the Crimson Tide in 
the SEC championship game a few 
weeks back, the Bulldogs worked, they 
prepared, they practiced with intense 
focus in order to come back and win 
the national championship. 

This team really gave us everything 
they had. They put it all on the field, 
and I am humbled to represent the Uni-
versity of Georgia and the 10th Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

The Dawg spirit never ceases to 
amaze me. I want to extend sincere 
congratulations to the entire team, to 
Coach Kirby Smart and his coaching 
staff, and to the entire Dawg Nation. 

Go Dawgs. Congratulations. It has 
been a great season. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
DR. ANTHONY ORTEGON 

(Mrs. BOEBERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the life of Dr. An-
thony Ortegon of Pueblo, Colorado. 

Dr. Ortegon and his amazing, strong, 
powerful wife, Vera, realized their 
American Dream early on. He will be 
remembered by those he loved as a 
God-fearing, country-loving, family 
man who was defined by his strong 
work ethic and love for helping others. 

Dr. Ortegon was born in Bogota, Co-
lombia, and made a courageous move 
to America, determined to create a 
better life for himself and his family. 
He finished college in 21⁄2 years and at-
tended the University of Miami’s med-
ical school to begin his passion for 
medicine and his patients, whom he 
loved. His work ethic was guided by his 
faith in God, and he trusted that he 
could build a life for himself in Amer-
ica. 

He served the community of Pueblo 
for over 40 years, providing care to 
thousands of southern Coloradans 
through his medical practice, and he 
owned several small businesses. His 
spirit will live on through his strong 
wife, Vera; his sons, Anthony and Ar-
thur; his four grandchildren; and 
through his impact on the community 
as a constant reminder of the potential 
of the American Dream. 

f 

DONALD HUISENGA RECEIVES 
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT AGE 98 

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with an incredible and inspira-
tional story to congratulate San 
Angelo’s Donald Huisenga on receiving 
his high school diploma after nearly 80 
years of waiting. 

Although originally in the class of 
1943, he was drafted into World War II 
just 3 months before graduation was 
scheduled. 

His service with the U.S. Army Spe-
cial Forces took Mr. Huisenga behind 
enemy lines and to the front of the D- 
day charge. 

Recently, after Ms. Tess Gooding of 
San Angelo’s VA clinic met with Mr. 
Huisenga and heard him mention al-
ways wanting to receive his diploma 
and graduate from high school, she got 
the ball rolling, and she went above 
and beyond the call of duty. And so did 
Mr. Huisenga’s original high school dis-
trict, East Sac County. 

Last Wednesday, alongside friends 
and family, Mr. Huisenga was awarded 
his high school diploma at the ripe age 
of 98 years old. 

It is touching to hear this story of 
service. I want to honor not only Mrs. 
Gooding for her work in the commu-
nity, for her compassion, and for going 
above and beyond, but I would also like 
to honor Mr. Huisenga for his sacrifice 
to our country in World War II and for 
his continued desire to learn, teaching 
us an important lesson that it is never 
too late in life to learn. 

I thank everyone who helped Mr. 
Huisenga earn his diploma. They have 
all made us very proud. Congratula-
tions on this incredible achievement. 

f 

CPI’S ASTONISHING INCREASE 

(Mr. MOORE of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today the latest Consumer Price 
Index numbers were revealed, con-
firming what Americans buying gas, 
groceries, and other necessities already 
know. Over the past year, the CPI in-
creased an astonishing 7 percent. 

That is the highest inflation rate we 
have seen in four decades. The last 
time we saw inflation like this, the 
University of Georgia football program 
had already begun its historic 40-plus- 
year championship drought that ended 
this week. 

This catastrophe could have been 
avoided, could have been headed off. 
But last July, despite economists in-
sisting it was a fantasy, the Biden ad-
ministration brushed off inflation con-
cerns as just a transitory inconven-
ience. 

Of course, Biden—or at least his 
string-pullers—knew better, but he did 
not want the daunting economic reali-
ties facing American families to get in 
the way of this massive socialist tax- 
and-spend agenda. 

You don’t need an economics degree 
to know that trillions more in govern-
ment spending will drive up inflation. 
Unfortunately, that is exactly what we 
are seeing. 

If the Biden administration and the 
House Democrats get their way and 
pass this harmful Build Back Better 
scheme with trillions more in spending, 
inflation will soar like never before. 

Americans are suffering. We must de-
feat the Democratic agenda, restore 
fiscal sanity, and take meaningful 
steps to combat the record inflation 
crushing American families and busi-
nesses. 

f 

FBI SHOULD NOT INTIMIDATE 
PARENTS 

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday news reports suggested 
that President Biden’s Secretary of 
Education was involved in requesting a 
letter from the National School Boards 
Association, calling for the FBI to in-
timidate parents who have shown up to 
school board meetings. 
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The House Education and Labor 

Committee must hold immediate hear-
ings with the Secretary so that we can 
ask him under oath if he solicited this 
memo. 

The Federal Government should 
never treat parents like terrorists for 
showing up at public hearings to op-
pose the racist critical race theory or 
the perverted sex-ed curriculum that is 
being forced upon our children. 

Parents are in charge of the school 
system, not liberal activists from 
Washington, D.C., who are using the 
FBI as their political police force. 

f 

GUARD AND RESERVE GI BILL 
PARITY ACT OF 2021 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 860, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 1836) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to ensure that the 
time during which members of the 
Armed Forces serve on active duty for 
training qualifies for educational as-
sistance under the Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 860, in lieu of 
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, printed in 
the bill, an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 117–25 is adopt-
ed, and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 1836 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR 

CERTAIN RESERVE AND NATIONAL 
GUARD DUTY. 

(a) OTHER QUALIFYING DUTY.—Section 3311(b) 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘(including’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘(including other qualifying 
duty and’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘(excluding’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘(including other qualifying 
duty but excluding’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or other 
qualifying duty’’ after ‘‘active duty’’ both 
places it appears. 

(b) OTHER QUALIFYING DUTY DEFINED.—Sec-
tion 3301 of such title is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) as 
paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘other qualifying duty’ means 
the following: 

‘‘(A) During the period beginning on August 
1, 2025, and ending on July 31, 2032, active duty 
for training performed by a member of the 
Armed Forces— 

‘‘(i) on or after August 1, 2025; or 
‘‘(ii) before August 1, 2025, if such individual 

is a member of the Armed Forces on or after 
such date. 

‘‘(B) On or after August 1, 2032, duty per-
formed before, on, or after such date that is— 

‘‘(i) active duty for training performed by a 
member of the Armed Forces; or 

‘‘(ii) inactive duty training performed by a 
member of the Armed Forces.’’. 

(c) TIME LIMITATION FOR USE OF ENTITLE-
MENT FOR OTHER QUALIFYING DUTY.—Section 
3321 of such title is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and 

inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(3) in the case of an individual whose enti-

tlement is based on other qualifying duty per-
formed— 

‘‘(A) before August 1, 2025, expires on the lat-
ter of— 

‘‘(i) the end of the 15-year period beginning 
on the date of the discharge or release of such 
individual from the Armed Forces; or 

‘‘(ii) August 1, 2040; or 
‘‘(B) on or after August 1, 2025, shall not ex-

pire.’’; and 
(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the 

following new paragraph: 
‘‘(6) INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO TWO PERIODS.— 

In the case of an individual subject to periods 
under paragraphs (1) and (3)(A) of subsection 
(a), the period under such paragraph (3)(A) 
shall apply to such individual’s entitlement.’’. 
SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN HOUSING 

LOAN FEES. 
(a) EXTENSION.—The loan fee table in section 

3729(b)(2) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 14, 2031’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2031’’. 

(b) IRRRL RATE.—The item in subparagraph 
(E) of the loan fee table under such section is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(E)(i) Interest rate reduction refi-
nancing loan (closed on or after 
July 1, 2022, and before October 
1, 2030) ..................................... 0.85 0.85 NA

(ii) Interest rate reduction refi-
nancing loan (closed during a 
period not covered by clause (i)) 0.50 0.50 NA’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, is debatable for 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs or 
their respective designees. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) and the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. BOST) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 1836, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1836, as amended, Representa-
tive LEVIN’s Guard and Reserve GI Bill 
Parity Act of 2021. 

This bill is a long-needed fix to the 
unequal treatment of members of the 
Guard and Reserve for GI Bill purposes. 
Under current law, guard and reserv-

ists do not accrue education benefits 
the same as their Active-Duty counter-
parts, even when they are carrying out 
the same duties and taking on the 
same risks. 

We live in a new age of national de-
fense where we utilize the total force 
concept with an operational reserve, 
not a Strategic Reserve. We rely each 
day on guard and reservists to protect 
and defend our country. As we observed 
the anniversary of the January 6 at-
tack on the Capitol, we were reminded 
of the brave Guard and Reserve troops 
who deployed to protect Congress, our 
staffs, and the foundation of our de-
mocracy. 

We continue to rely on our Reserve 
components throughout the COVID–19 
pandemic to activate and support pub-
lic health response efforts across the 
country. The National Guard has been 
utilized at unprecedented levels in re-
cent years. 

Over the past 2 years, our Reserve 
components have fought wildfires, re-
sponded to protests, assisted with the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, and even 
helped Afghan refugees settle in the 
United States. 

It is time the Guard and Reserve ben-
efits reflect the key work they are 
doing and the need for equity across 
the total force. It is time for every day 
in uniform to count. 

The cadence of activations for guard 
and reservists has increased signifi-
cantly over the last 5 years, and with 
that comes the need to meet mission 
readiness standards. 

To prepare for the critical role they 
fulfill in our national defense, guard 
and reservists must frequently train, 
which means more days in uniform, 
more days away from their civilian 
life, and more days away from their 
families. 

b 1245 

The GI Bill is both a recruitment and 
transition benefit to help servicemem-
bers transition into civilian life and 
close the opportunity gap with their ci-
vilian peers. 

Now, the Guard and Reserves need 
this more than ever as they are con-
stantly transitioning between military, 
civilian employment, and family life, 
facing continuous disruptions. 

This legislation rectifies the dis-
parity and ensures that members of our 
Reserve forces know that every day 
they commit to our Nation counts, and 
that they will have the education bene-
fits waiting for them when they fulfill 
their commitment. 

In both this and the 116th Congress, 
we reformed and updated the Post-9/11 
GI Bill to ensure students who are eli-
gible have easy access to a high-quality 
education. 

We have implemented strong student 
protections and we are holding bad act-
ing institutions accountable when they 
fail to meet standards we set for vet-
eran education. 

Now, if servicemembers can step up 
and do their part day in and day out 
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while holding down civilian jobs and 
squeezing in time to take care of their 
families, then the least we can do here 
in Congress is to get out of the way of 
the solution. 

Now, there are troubling reports of 
upticks in suicide among our guard and 
reservists. 

One of the best ways we can address 
veteran health, mental health, and ul-
timate veteran suicide is by providing 
veterans with support and a pathway 
to a successful civilian life. 

H.R. 1836, as amended, will give guard 
and reservists access to the opportuni-
ties that post-secondary education and 
training provide and improve their re-
integration into civilian life. 

This legislation is fully paid for and 
uses loan fee provisions that this Con-
gress and prior Congresses have sup-
ported. In addition, even the Repub-
lican substitute uses the same offsets. 

Besides just being the right thing to 
do, investing in equitable GI Bill bene-
fits for guard and reservists will pro-
vide more than a tenfold return to our 
country. 

Who are we to stand in the way of an 
educational benefit that will not only 
make our country stronger, but will 
benefit our military by having military 
servicemembers and our guard and re-
servists who are even more able to do 
their jobs on behalf of our national de-
fense? I can’t wait to see what our 
servicemembers will do with this op-
portunity, and I know it will make our 
country a better country. 

This legislation is endorsed by nu-
merous VSOs, including the American 
Legion, the VFW, the Student Vet-
erans of America, the National Guard 
Association of the United States, En-
listed Association of the National 
Guard of the United States, and Re-
serve Officers of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I insert in the RECORD 
letters of support and statements from 
the American Legion, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the National Guard As-
sociation of the United States, Mili-
tary-Veterans Advocacy, and the Re-
serve Officers of America. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
Washington, DC. 

Tomorrow we are expecting the House to 
take votes on H.R. 1836, the Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act. The American Le-
gion supports this bill as our signature edu-
cation priority for 2022, and we strongly urge 
Representative Valadao to stand for DC’s 
National Guard troops and support its pas-
sage. 

All 50 states have activated components of 
their National Guard in response to unfore-
seen challenges over the past two years. 
From protecting borders to delivering pan-
demic aid and supporting local law enforce-
ment our National Guard and Reserve troops 
have responded to new challenges like never 
before. Often, they are leaving both their 
families and civilian employers for an ex-
tended amount of time sometimes taking a 
sizeable pay cut with them. Yet despite all 
we ask of them, too often they are denied a 
cornerstone benefit for our nation’s vet-
erans: the GI Bill. 

This is because servicemembers are acti-
vated under non-DNE title 32 orders which 
VA statutes currently don’t recognize as 

valid ‘‘active duty’’ time. H.R. 1836 would fix 
this disparity by expanding access to the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill for servicemembers acti-
vated under Title 32 orders towards benefits 
eligibility. 

The American Legion urges support for 
H.R. 1836. 

Thank you and happy to answer any ques-
tions. 

JOHN KAMIN, 
Legislative Associate, Legislative Division. 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
DO THE RIGHT THING FOR GUARD AND RESERVE 

MEMBERS 
Now is the time for Congress to pass legis-

lation to allow National Guard and Reserve 
members to rightfully earn GI Bill benefits 
for their time served. National Guard and 
Reserve members serve alongside active duty 
service members and consistently make sac-
rifices without always earning VA education 
benefits. Congress must act to expand eligi-
bility to allow the increasingly frequent ac-
tivations of these service members to count 
toward Post-9/11 GI Bill eligibility. 

The VFW strongly supports H.R. 1836, 
Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act of 2021, 
to ensure equity of benefits for Reserve com-
ponent service members. This bill would 
allow any day in uniform receiving military 
pay to count toward Post-9/11 GI Bill eligi-
bility, allowing activated National Guard 
and Reserve members to earn this education 
benefit and achieve upward mobility. For 
years, the sacrifices of these service mem-
bers have been overlooked in achieving GI 
Bill eligibility. These inequities have been 
further highlighted through the COVID–19 
pandemic as National Guard and Reserve 
members stood on the front lines admin-
istering relief and health services. The time 
is now for parity with all the armed forces in 
earning their VA education benefits. 

Contact your representatives today and 
tell them to support the Guard and Reserve 
GI Bill Parity Act of 2021. Congress must 
pass this crucially needed legislation now. 
National Guard and Reserve members have 
been waiting long enough! 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC. 
Good Morning, I am writing to express the 

National Guard Association’s strong support 
for H.R. 1836—the bipartisan Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act, that will be consid-
ered this week on the House floor. This bill 
caps a years-long effort to recognize the 
service and sacrifice of our National Guard. 
In addition to acknowledging the service of 
our Guard Soldiers and Airmen, this bill will 
prove a hugely significant recruiting and re-
tention tool as we continually deploy Guard 
units to contingencies both at home and 
abroad. 

While we understand the concerns relating 
to costs in the out years, we ask that you 
vote NO on the Substitute amendment (H.R. 
2047). While this amendment would reduce 
long term costs, it significantly reduces the 
reach and impact of the legislative change 
and eliminates the central goal of parity in 
benefit as it relates to training H.R. 1836 is 
trying to accomplish. 

The bipartisan H.R. 1836 will prove to be 
the most significant Post-9/11 G.I. Bill 
change specifically for the Reserve Compo-
nent since the creation of the program itself 
and we are excited for the prospect of this 
bill passing the House of Representatives. 
Additionally, we look forward to continued 
bipartisan discussions with your Senate col-
leagues as we work towards final language 
on this critical issue to your National Guard 
servicemembers. 

Thanks for your consideration, please feel 
free to reach out for any additional informa-
tion. 

Best, 
JULIAN CARDINALE, 

Joint Legislative Affairs Manager. 

MILITARY-VETERANS ADVOCACY, INC., 
Slidell, Louisiana, January 10, 2022. 

Hon. MIKE LEVIN, 
Member of Congress, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE LEVIN, On behalf of 
Military-Veterans Advocacy ® (MVATM), we 
would like to pledge our support for HR 1836. 

This bill will ensure that the time during 
which members of the Armed Forces serve on 
active duty for training qualifies for edu-
cational assistance under the Post–9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. Specifically, the 
bill adjusts the type of service that entitles 
a member of the Armed Forces, reserves, or 
National Guard to such assistance. Under the 
bill, service by a reservist or National Guard 
member that is entitled to pay counts to-
ward benefit eligibility. Such service in-
cludes training, active military service, in-
active training, and general duty for which 
basic pay is warranted. 

You may use this letter as evidence of our 
support for this bill. Feel free to use it in 
Committee or in press releases. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN B. WELLS, 

Chairman of the Board. 

ROA 
RESERVE STRENGTH RESERVE LIFE 

ACTION CENTER—VOTE FOR HR 1836, GI BILL 
PARITY ACT 

Floor vote today on H.R. 1836! This bill ex-
pands eligibility for Post-9/11 GI Bill edu-
cational assistance to include all paid points 
days for National Guard and Reserve service 
members. This means that service members 
can earn GI Bill eligibility days for training, 
active military service, inactive training, 
and general duty for which basic pay is war-
ranted. Active duty earns benefits when 
training, and this bill would allow the Guard 
and Reserve to earn the same benefit. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI and Leader 
STENY HOYER for considering this legis-
lation today, and I urge the rest of my 
colleagues to support this legislation 
to ensure every day a guard or reserv-
ist spends in uniform counts toward 
earning vital GI Bill benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion to H.R. 1836, as amended, the 
Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act 
of 2021. 

While I support the intent of this 
bill, I do not believe that it is the right 
solution for our Nation’s guard and re-
servists at this time. 

Founded in 1636, the National Guard 
evolved from groups of colonial mili-
tias into one of the toughest and one of 
the most professional fighting forces in 
the world. 

From defeating the British during 
the American Revolution, to fighting 
in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the Reserve component has served in 
every major conflict in the history of 
this Nation. 
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In recent years, the Guard and Re-

serve have been called up more often as 
their missions have changed. 

These brave men and women are not 
only on the front lines overseas, but 
they are also deployed at home to pro-
tect the southern border and assist in 
the response to COVID–19, among oth-
ers. 

We must never forget the sacrifices 
the men and women in the Guard and 
Reserve make when the Federal Gov-
ernment calls on them to serve. 

I agree that Congress must take a 
hard look at duty status reform and 
the potential expansion of benefits for 
guard and reservists. But this bill be-
fore us today would be an unwise ex-
pansion of benefits. 

The higher level of sacrifice of Ac-
tive-Duty servicemembers is reflected 
in the higher level of benefits provided 
by the VA. This is why the government 
recognizes the increased sacrifices of 
the Reserve component when they are 
called up on most Federal Active-Duty 
orders. 

I believe that one of the biggest mis-
understandings in this debate is that 
many of the types of Federal Active- 
Duty service that members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve perform al-
ready qualify for the GI Bill eligibility. 

I support the goal of ensuring that 
all time spent on nontraining Active 
Duty Federal orders should count to-
wards GI Bill eligibility. 

However, the bill before us today 
would go far beyond that and provide 
eligibility for the GI Bill for service re-
lated to annual training and drilling 
weekends. 

Training has never counted towards 
eligibility, and members of the Guard 
and Reserve know that when they sign 
up. Let me say that again. Training 
has never counted towards eligibility 
with members of the Guard and Re-
serves. They knew it when they signed 
up. It is the additional call-ups to Fed-
eral Active-Duty service that members 
of the Guard and Reserve may not 
know about. 

This type of service would be covered 
by Congressman MOORE’s amendment, 
which I believe is a better alternative. 

Also, covering training is the largest 
cost driver of this bill, which leads to 
my second point. 

The CBO projects that the expansion 
of benefits laid out in this bill would 
require nearly $2 billion in mandatory 
offsets for the first 10 years following 
enactment. While these costs are paid 
for in the current budget window, that 
does not tell the whole story. 

CBO also estimates that this bill will 
cost taxpayers more than $5 billion in 
each of the next four decades after fis-
cal year 2032. This would equate to at 
least 20 billion extra dollars over the 
next 50 years. 

None of these extra costs are offset, 
which means our children and grand-
children will be paying for them and be 
paying them off for many years to 
come. 

In a tight fiscal environment, I be-
lieve that full Active-Duty benefits for 

training and drilling is a bridge too far. 
I am also concerned that the offsets 
that are used in this bill should be 
saved for higher priority issues like ex-
panding services to toxic-exposed vet-
erans. 

Addressing the needs of toxic-exposed 
veterans is both my and Chairman 
TAKANO’s number one priority that we 
are trying to deal with right now. That 
could require Congress to find hundreds 
of billions of dollars in offsets. Offsets 
are few and far between in the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. We will need 
every penny of them to enact these 
needed reforms that we were talking 
about earlier. 

Earlier this week before the Rules 
Committee, Chairman TAKANO indi-
cated that $2 billion is an insignificant 
amount compared to the potential full 
cost of addressing toxic exposure, and 
therefore, is not worthy to try to save 
here. I disagree. 

It is silly that I even have to say 
this, but $2 billion is a lot of money. It 
is worth saving. Ask any taxpayer. And 
remember, the people we are talking 
about are taxpayers, as well. 

Like me, my constituents and many 
Americans are concerned that Congress 
doles out billions of taxpayer dollars 
like candy. That must end. We can pro-
vide needed benefits for veterans with-
out burdening future generations. But 
that requires Congress to make tough 
decisions and to put first things first. 

Many of my concerns could have been 
discussed, debated, and possibly even 
addressed if the majority had con-
ducted the proper level of engagement 
with committee members, VA, and 
other stakeholders on this bill. 

The majority did not hold a single 
legislative hearing on this bill this 
Congress. As such, we were not able to 
receive views from the committee 
members, the administration, the 
mortgage industry, or veteran service 
organizations. Those views are a crit-
ical part of the legislative process. 

Why was this bill not put on the 
agenda for one of the two legislative 
hearings the Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity held this Congress? 

This is no way to responsibly legis-
late, and I implore Chairman TAKANO 
to go back to our committee’s bipar-
tisan tradition of conducting full legis-
lative due diligence before sending bills 
to the House floor. 

In closing, I am supportive of review-
ing and, where warranted, expanding 
benefits for members of the Guard and 
Reserve. However, we must do so in a 
way that is fiscally responsible, appro-
priate, and respects the many dif-
ferences between Guard and Reserve 
service and Active-Duty service. 

The bill before us today does not 
meet that standard. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Before I yield to my distinguished 
colleague, I am going to make a few re-

marks in reference to what the ranking 
member said. 

I will first say that the bill has been 
in the public for more than 2 years. In 
fact, the committee held a Guard-and- 
Reserve-only benefits hearing just over 
a year ago to review the disparity in 
these benefits, and we have worked 
closely with the stakeholders, as evi-
denced by the numerous numbers of 
VSOs whose support letters I entered 
into the RECORD earlier. And we also 
worked with the minority to ensure 
that this bill achieves the aims that we 
intend. 

We have also worked closely with the 
Department of Defense and VA to en-
sure all Guard and Reserve members 
are covered. 

The VSOs have been asking for this 
reform, and that is why we stand with 
them in support of H.R. 1836. 

Now, moreover, it is not accurate to 
say that before the Rules Committee 
yesterday I characterized the $2 billion 
cost of this bill, which is paid for, as 
insignificant. I merely compared it to 
the idea that we should use this bill as 
part of an offset for the $300 billion or 
so that we are going to need for toxic 
exposure. And I thank the ranking 
member for joining together in trying 
to find a solution for our toxic-exposed 
veterans. 

However, that $300 billion, I know we 
are going to figure out how to take 
care of that. It is really not a choice; it 
is a moral obligation we have to those 
veterans that were exposed to burn 
pits. It is not a choice. It is a cost of 
war, and we have got to rise together 
as a body. We found $30 billion willy- 
nilly to add to the National Defense 
Authorization Act. We will find the 
$300 billion. We don’t need to be nickel 
and diming our reservists and our 
Guard units and deny them the days 
that should count toward their GI Bill 
benefits because they are doing every 
bit the same sort of readiness training 
that our Active-Duty servicemembers 
are doing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LEVIN), 
my good friend and chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity who is also the author of this 
very impressive bill. 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Chairman TAKANO for yield-
ing and for his support and partnership 
on this legislation and all the work 
that he does leading our committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Guard and Reserve GI Bill Par-
ity Act, bipartisan legislation I intro-
duced to deliver some basic fairness in 
the way we provide GI Bill benefits for 
the men and women who serve our Na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, the GI Bill has allowed 
millions of veterans to pursue higher 
education and find rewarding career 
paths. 

b 1300 

Servicemembers consistently cite GI 
Bill benefits as one of the top reasons 
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they choose to serve in our Armed 
Forces because of the opportunities 
those benefits provide for them and 
their families. However, the way that 
we allow servicemembers to accrue GI 
benefits is inherently unfair. While Ac-
tive-Duty servicemembers receive cred-
it for GI Bill benefits every day that 
they are in the service, Guard and Re-
serve members only accrue those bene-
fits in very limited circumstances. 

That disparity continues to exist de-
spite the fact that Guard and Reserve 
members are increasingly taking on 
the same risks and doing the same jobs 
as their Active-Duty counterparts. We 
have seen this trend for decades but it 
has become especially pronounced over 
the last 2 years. 

In response to the attack on our Cap-
itol on January 6 of last year, 25,000 
National Guard members mobilized 
from 54 States and territories to pro-
tect this institution. For a time, they 
slept on the cold, hard floors of this 
building. National Guard members 
have also deployed across our country 
to support the COVID–19 response, in-
cluding Guard members who deployed 
from Ohio, Maryland, Delaware, and 
Georgia to assist healthcare operations 
this month. 

In 2020, 1,300 soldiers and airmen 
from five different States were mobi-
lized to fight wildfires in my State of 
California and throughout the West 
Coast. Not only are these National 
Guard and Reserve members risking 
their lives to serve our country, but 
they are also forced to put their civil-
ian lives on hold when they are called 
up, leaving behind their families and 
interrupting civilian careers. Simi-
larly, they are forced to put their lives 
on hold every time they are called up 
for training. In some of those settings 
they are serving side by side with Ac-
tive Duty members doing similar jobs 
and facing similar risks, but they are 
not earning the same GI Bill benefits 
as their peers. That is unacceptable 
and it is shameful that we have asked 
Guard and Reserve members to step up 
in response to natural disasters, the 
pandemic, and an attack on our democ-
racy without providing them with this 
fundamental benefit. 

Clearly, it is long past time that we 
provide some basic fairness in the way 
that we allow Guard and Reserve mem-
bers to accrue these benefits. The legis-
lation that we are considering today 
will do exactly that, with a simple fix 
to ensure that every day they spend in 
uniform counts towards their GI Bill 
benefits. 

Now, I know my friends on the other 
side of the aisle might raise concerns 
about the costs of expanding eligibility 
for these benefits, and I would note 
that this bill includes provisions my 
Republican colleagues have supported 
in the past to help defray the cost of 
veterans’ benefits. And to my col-
leagues who still are not willing to pay 
for these benefits, I would ask them to 
share their concerns directly with 
Guard and Reserve members the next 

time they are deployed in response to a 
natural disaster or other emergency in 
the community that they represent. 

So I think we all want the same 
thing. My friends across the aisle, us 
on this side of the aisle, we all want 
the same thing. We all want to provide 
benefits to those who have served our 
country. I believe that in good faith. I 
do think that we have to not pay lip 
service, though. We have to make sure 
that we support servicemembers and 
not just when it is politically conven-
ient. We don’t need half measures. We 
don’t need things that shortchange our 
servicemembers. So I think it is time 
for us to step up. It is time to give 
them the benefits they have earned for 
protecting the American people in a 
way now that they are doing unlike be-
fore. And that is what this bill aims to 
do. 

As the chairman mentioned, it has 
support from a wide range of veteran 
service organizations, including the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Student 
Veterans of America, the National 
Guard Association of the United 
States, the Enlisted Association of the 
National Guard of the United States, 
and Reserve Officers Association. They 
are asking us to pass this bill, the 
Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act, 
today because they agree that it is past 
time to provide some basic fairness in 
the way that we provide GI Bill bene-
fits to Guard and Reserve members. 

Mr. Speaker, passing this bipartisan 
bill is the right thing to do for all the 
men and women who serve and protect 
our Nation, and I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, just quickly 
before I yield time to my colleague 
from Ohio, I would like to remind the 
Members that training for members of 
National Guard and Reserve has never 
been counted towards GI Bill eligi-
bility. Members of Guard and Reserve 
know that, as I said in my opening, 
when they sign up. 

Now, the Democrat majority did not 
hold a legislative hearing on this bill, 
so to that extent, the expansion of eli-
gibility was needed to increase recruit-
ment and retention within the Guard 
and Reserve component and DOD, but 
DOD did not have the opportunity to 
testify to that before the committee 
because we didn’t meet. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP), 
who has actually served both in the Re-
serve and Active component of our 
military. 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss H.R. 1836, the Guard 
and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act. 

As a member of the Army Reserve, I 
know the critical role that reservists 
and members of the National Guard 
play in defending our great Nation. Un-
fortunately, I also know firsthand that 
sometimes unique skills and experi-
ences the guardsmen and reservists 
bring to the table have been discounted 
or underutilized. That has always both-
ered me, as I personally know of the 

expertise that exists in our Guard and 
Reserve and their capabilities. 

Great strides have been made to 
value the Reserve and Guard like we 
value Active Duty, and we have come a 
long way and we need to continue that 
work. At the same time, I also know 
that Active Duty requires a level of 
commitment that does differ from the 
Guard and Reserve. Unfortunately, this 
bill has significant problems that pre-
vent me from supporting it, which 
could have been worked out in the 
committee process had there been a 
full legislative hearing on it. And that 
is why I say I stand to discuss this bill 
because this is the first opportunity I 
have really had to discuss it. 

H.R. 1836 would provide guard and re-
servists with Active-Duty service cred-
it towards GI Bill eligibility for every 
day they are in uniform, on Federal or-
ders, including training. So this is a 
status that has never been counted to-
wards educational benefits. 

Now, as cochair of the Congressional 
Bipartisan Burn Pits Caucus, the com-
mittee’s highest priority this Congress 
has been working to address the health 
effects that toxic exposures in the mili-
tary, including from burn pits. I am 
very concerned that the substantial 
spending in this bill could pull away 
from those efforts to address toxic ex-
posure in this tight fiscal environment. 

I also have concerns that this legisla-
tion might continue a slow creep of a 
permanent Federalizing of the National 
Guard, which was never the intent. We 
must be mindful not to usurp State au-
thority of the Guard. What I do believe 
would be appropriate, however, would 
be to allow guardsmen and reservists 
to accrue GI Bill eligibility for any 
time spent on Federal Active-Duty 
service other than training, as many in 
this body that serve here in Congress 
have done as Guard and Reserve. 

I was called to Active Duty for 15 
months; 12 months in Iraq. That should 
count. And that is a discussion we 
should have had, and what actually 
should maybe count and what should 
not because I think there is common 
ground. But we haven’t had a chance to 
discuss it. There is just the bill. Rep-
resentative MOORE has offered a sub-
stitute amendment which would do ex-
actly that, and I hope my colleagues 
will support that amendment, like I do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose the bill as offered and to instead 
support Representative MOORE’s sub-
stitute amendment. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, there are 
plenty of instances where training time 
and readiness training has counted to-
wards the GI Bill. We talk about the 
basic training that reservists and 
Guard unit members go through. That 
has counted toward the GI Bill. And if 
there is a worry about the Federaliza-
tion, Federal dollars already pay for 
the training days that we are seeking 
for the Guard unit members and the re-
servists to get credit for. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. MRVAN), 
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my good friend, member of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Technology and Modernization. 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor today to rise in support of H.R. 
1836, the Guard and Reserve GI Bill 
Parity Act. I am so grateful for the 
sacrifices and the services of all our 
National Guard and Reserve members. 
They stand ready at a moment’s notice 
to protect our Nation, our democracy, 
and the health of our communities. 

Two instances jump out at me when 
I think of the heroism of the Indiana 
National Guard members from this 
past year. The first was being able to 
spend time with our brave National 
Guard members last year in the cafe-
teria of the Department of Labor on 
the other side of the Capitol complex 
when they bravely rushed to our Na-
tion’s Capitol to defend our Constitu-
tion and to protect our democracy. 

The second was when I was able to 
stand side by side with them in the 
city of Gary when they operated a Fed-
eral COVID–19 vaccine site, which pro-
vided over 60,000 vaccines in Northwest 
Indiana at a critical time during our 
pandemic. 

The First District is also home to the 
proud Slovak community. And I am 
particularly appreciative that the Indi-
ana National Guard has a flourishing 
military partnership with our strong 
ally, the country of Slovakia. We also 
have the 113th Engineering National 
Guard, which I have shared time with, 
who the men and women have sac-
rificed their time, dedication, and ef-
forts to go over to Afghanistan. What 
this bill does is it gives us the oppor-
tunity to have equitable training and 
equitable educational opportunity for 
our National Guardsmen. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation today has 
the opportunity to treat their Active 
Duty service on par with all branches 
of the military and ensure that every 
day the National Guard Reserve mem-
ber serves our Nation in uniform is a 
day that counts toward their GI Bill 
benefits. 

Thank you to the leadership of Con-
gressman MIKE LEVIN, Chairman 
TAKANO, and all of my fellow members 
of the Committee on Veteran Affairs 
for your commitment to our Guard and 
Reserve members and for bringing this 
measure to the floor today. 

I also thank Chairman TAKANO on his 
leadership to protect the National 
Guardsmen on the burn pits and the 
toxic fumes that we have passed and 
how we are providing benefits and 
making sure that that is distributed 
fairly and equitably and making sure 
they receive the benefits necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this important legislation. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. BERGMAN), a man who has truly 
experienced what it is to serve, the 
highest ranking officer that serves in 
this body today. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. BOST for yielding me the time. I 

am always proud to stand on this floor 
and talk about the men and women 
who serve our country. And it is our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition 
today to H.R. 1836, the Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act of 2021. And it 
kind of saddens me that I have to rise 
in opposition because while this bill, 
well-intentioned, is unfortunately po-
tentially prone to unintended con-
sequences on the overall readiness of 
our Armed Forces, Active Reserve and 
Guard. But first I must note that these 
issues could have been brought to light 
earlier had this piece of legislation 
gone through regular order, received 
proper consideration across all the nor-
mal things that we historically have 
done. It received no legislative hear-
ings, foregoing the opportunity to re-
ceive input from key stakeholders, vet-
eran service organizations, new com-
mittee members on both sides of the 
aisle, and even the Biden administra-
tion. 

Without that engagement, we are 
just left with a bill that in its current 
form, which would count guard and re-
servists Federal Active-Duty service 
days towards GI eligibility, including 
for training. And there is a very subtle 
difference. In fact, it is a very exact 
difference in law between Active Duty 
for training and Active Duty. 

I spent much of my 40-year Marine 
Corps career in the Reserve component. 
And in fact, a little known part of my 
bio, my first 2 years off of Active Duty 
in the Marine Corps, I spent 2 years as 
a member of the Rhode Island National 
Guard. So not only Active component, 
Reserve component, but also a guards-
man as well. 

And my final assignment for 41⁄2 
years, I had the blessing and the oppor-
tunity to command the Marine Corps 
Reserve, roughly 100,000 folks in 183 
sites across the country at a time when 
we are deploying them at never-before- 
seen rates. 

I will always stand by the unwaver-
ing service and sacrifice given by the 
men and women in the Reserve compo-
nent and the National Guard. 

b 1315 
This bill, however, may unintention-

ally become an obstacle to the recruit-
ment and retention efforts of our Ac-
tive component military. We are in a 
time, and have been for over 40 years, 
of an all-recruited force on all levels. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, even as 
Governors offer non-GI Bill education 
benefits to their Guard, the parity with 
Active-Duty Forces that this bill is 
seeking for the Guard and Reserves, 
again, could impact our Active-Duty 
military, which we need to be ready at 
all times, considering today’s global 
threats. 

Today, more than 4 years after my 
colleagues and I passed into law an un-

precedented GI Bill expansion to allow 
any veteran to use these GI Bill bene-
fits without restriction of time, so they 
are good to go for as long as they live, 
I still believe there are many ways we 
can work responsibly to expand these 
benefits. 

For these reasons, I will be voting in 
favor of my friend and colleague Mr. 
MOORE’s benefit expansion amendment 
to ensure guard and reservists accrue 
GI Bill eligibility during any and all 
Federal Active-Duty days that are not 
training days. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose the bill and support the Moore 
amendment. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, how 
much time is remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 131⁄2 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from 
Illinois has 14 minutes remaining. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR), a member of the com-
mittee who also serves as the chair of 
our Subcommittee on Energy and 
Water Development, and Related Agen-
cies in Appropriations. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 1836, the 
Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act. 
I thank Chairman TAKANO and Rep-
resentative LEVIN for their important 
work on this legislation that finally 
acknowledges the undervalued service 
of our guard and reservists. The spon-
sors’ sentiments ring true: Every day 
in uniform counts. At least it should 
count. It should count more. 

In Ohio, there are over 11,400 Na-
tional Guard members performing stra-
tegic and operational duties to whom 
we owe enormous gratitude. 

Our National Guard protects our 
homeland and supports the mission of 
our troops abroad. It provides critical 
support to people in times of urgent 
need, from natural disasters to the 
public health COVID emergency we are 
in right now. 

The National Guard and Reserves 
have been an invaluable readiness re-
source throughout the COVID–19 pan-
demic and are continuing to fill crit-
ical roles in response to the pandemic. 

In my home State of Ohio, the Ohio 
National Guard has helped Ohio food 
banks distribute over 56 million pounds 
of food at 14 food banks and ware-
houses, including the Toledo North-
western Ohio Food Bank. They have 
provided food banks the support they 
needed to keep children, seniors, vet-
erans, and families fed during these 
very trying times. 

They set up COVID–19 testing clinics 
and traveled the State to keep our 
communities safe. They are currently 
stationed at 12 testing locations across 
Ohio. 

Thanks to President Biden’s execu-
tive actions, 2,300 Guard members have 
been activated across Ohio to help hos-
pitals and public health experts care 
for those most in need so all the omi-
cron variant patients that are flooding 
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our hospitals have some hope of sur-
vival. 

The service and dedication of our Na-
tional Guard and Reserves require that 
we appropriately recognize and appre-
ciate their sacrifices. While the debt 
we owe them cannot be fully repaid, 
the legislation before us ensures that 
these honorable men and women will 
receive the proper access to the edu-
cational benefits they so rightly de-
serve. 

Providing these important GI Bill 
benefits will undoubtedly aid the re-
cruitment and retention of National 
Guard units at home and abroad while 
further investing in our servicemem-
bers’ futures. 

With six National Guard sites in my 
own congressional district and several 
Reserve units nearby, I know that this 
legislation will have a deep and lasting 
impact on our State’s residents and 
those who answer the call to serve. 

It is certainly my privilege to rep-
resent these guard and reservists in 
Congress, and I am proud to support 
enhancing the benefits that they can 
have access to and deserve for their 
service. May God be with all our men 
and women in uniform. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, just to clear up some 
statements that I think were made by 
some of the people while talking, it 
was brought up that we actually have 
already dealt with toxic exposures, and 
we haven’t. It is vitally important to 
understand that. 

Those costs that we are still going to 
be looking at, whether it is 300 or 150 or 
whatever it is, we haven’t found that 
out or figured that out yet. It is vitally 
important to understand that it is still 
out there, and there is going to be a 
cost. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SMITH), 
someone from our side of the aisle who 
does a great job and that we trust tre-
mendously to watch our costs and 
watch our spending. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the ranking member from Illi-
nois for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, before we vote on new 
legislation, it is very important that 
we have an honest look at the price 
tag. As Republican leader of the House 
Budget Committee, it is my responsi-
bility to track how new spending im-
pacts our Nation’s bottom line. 

Every time Washington passes un-
paid-for legislation that adds a new 
benefit or program, or expands an ex-
isting one, our fiscal problems get 
much worse. At each one of these mo-
ments, we take another step toward ei-
ther raising taxes on middle- and low- 
income working-class Americans or 
asking China for another IOU. 

Look no further than the $2 trillion 
Biden bailout bill that was passed back 
in March. It added trillions to our Na-
tion’s debt. 

Also, the $5 trillion BBB that was 
passed out of this House would add tril-

lions to our debt. According to the 
Congressional Budget Office, which is 
the official scorekeeper for Congress, 
the true cost of the bill before us is 
hidden. The true cost before us is hid-
den. Why? 

On paper, the bill appears paid for. 
However, the new spending does not 
begin until 2025, and then the expan-
sion of benefits does not go into effect 
until after the budget window in 2032. 
Meanwhile, the pay-fors all go away 
within the 10-year window. This is a 
creative way for Democrats to use 
budget gimmicks and delay program 
start dates to push through billions in 
unpaid-for spending. 

These types of budget gimmicks are 
exactly what Democrats have been 
doing with the $5 trillion spending bill 
that was called out and why Senators 
on the other side of the building will 
not support the legislation. 

Congress must stop kidding itself 
with fanciful accounting. Stop pre-
tending that creating and expanding 
government programs, especially man-
datory spending programs, won’t come 
with a real fiscal impact. Start being 
honest with the American people about 
the true price tag and the consequences 
of their reckless actions. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, there has 
been an honest reckoning and an hon-
est assessment by the CBO, and this 
bill is paid for according to the rules, 
the same rules that my Republican 
counterparts observe. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN), a 
member of the Financial Services Com-
mittee, where he is chairman of the 
Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise. I rise today in support 
of this legislation because the Guard 
and Reserve deserve parity. They have 
been there for us, and we must be there 
for them. 

When natural disasters beset the land 
and there are wildfires on the West 
Coast, they are there. When hurricanes 
ravage the Gulf Coast, they are there. 
When tornadic activities are within all 
the midsection of the country, they are 
there. They have been there for us, and 
we must be there for them. 

They do leave their families, just as 
the Active-Duty servicepersons do. 
Yes, they leave their children. They 
leave their wives. They leave newborns. 
They come to severe and protect us, 
just as they did after the assault on the 
Capitol. 

They were here to prevent democracy 
from being eroded. They were here to 
protect the President and the Vice 
President. They have been here for us, 
and we must be there for them. 

They have been there when many of 
us had no other hope other than to 
have them show up to defend us. 

I remember Katrina. I remember 
what was happening in New Orleans. I 
went down there. I saw the National 
Guard come in. I saw them protect and 
defend. 

We have a duty and an obligation to 
them, and this is our opportunity to 
fulfill it. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for what 
you are doing today for a multiplicity 
of reasons, one being that I don’t want 
to see what happened to the Merchant 
Marine happen to the National Guard 
and the Reserve. It took them 44 years 
to get GI benefits. We cannot allow 
this to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I am there, I am here, 
and I will be there for them. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I have listened to the 
debate with many others, and so many 
times it is being misunderstood that 
the Guard and Reserve don’t receive 
these benefits when they are called up 
on Federal—they actually do on many 
of the Federal orders. The Moore 
amendment would allow that to occur. 

I think many of our Members are 
confused on what they actually are re-
ceiving time for toward their GI Bill. I 
want to express again what we are say-
ing is that the overreach here that oc-
curs is that one weekend a month, 2 
weeks a year, they know when they 
sign up that that is the difference. It is 
not going to be credited. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. BOWMAN), my good friend 
who serves on the Education and Labor 
Committee with myself and the 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee. 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is our 
responsibility to ensure that our vet-
erans have the resources they need to 
access care after serving. 

Every year, brave men and women 
enlist in the military, seeking to serve 
their country, pursue a better life, and 
obtain benefits and security for their 
future. This means being able to afford 
college and having access to housing, 
healthcare, and other opportunities. 

Our troops are deployed into active 
war zones that too often leave veterans 
with PTSD, suicidal ideation, anxiety, 
addiction, depression, and other mental 
health challenges. 

Regardless of what congressional dis-
trict you live in, you will always take 
what happens in your service back 
home with you. 

b 1330 

But when they return, our govern-
ment has failed to provide them with 
the care and support they deserve. 

The outcome is a veterans suicide 
crisis. The suicide rate for veterans is 
1.5 times higher than the rate of non-
veteran adults, and I see this in my dis-
trict. I have had veterans call my office 
as a last resort after not being able to 
access the healthcare they need at the 
VA. My constituent services team has 
had multiple cases of veterans strug-
gling with suicidal ideation and other 
mental health challenges who have ex-
pressed an immense frustration that no 
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one in our government seems to care 
about their well-being. Our veterans 
deserve better, and we must do better. 

I am grateful for incredible organiza-
tions in my district like Black Vet-
erans for Social Justice, Veterans for 
Peace, and The American Legion who 
are leading with care, working to sup-
port our veterans’ mental health by 
destigmatizing mental health care and 
connecting veterans to mental health 
professionals. They regularly host sup-
port groups for veterans with mental 
health challenges, advocate for a 
stronger VA system, and provide one- 
on-one opportunities for veterans to 
learn about benefits available to them. 

Our amendment to H.R. 1836 builds 
upon their work to ensure that when 
transitioning to civilian life, veterans 
receive information about what 
healthcare and mental healthcare serv-
ices are available to them, including 
how to access the Veterans Crisis Line 
and seek mental health support. This 
amendment also specifies that this in-
formation should be provided to vet-
erans in a manner that helps 
destigmatize mental health and en-
courages veterans to reach out. 

These are important steps toward 
creating a society in which every sin-
gle veteran has access to universal, 
high-quality healthcare and is empow-
ered to seek out the mental health sup-
port they need to thrive. 

If you are a veteran who is struggling 
with mental health challenges, please 
know that you are not alone and that 
seeking out mental health support is 
an important step toward feeling bet-
ter. During these especially difficult 
times, we must care for ourselves and 
for one another. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
esteemed honor and privilege to yield 1 
minute to a champion and staunch ad-
vocate who is unparalleled in her sup-
port for our Nation’s 22 million vet-
erans. This Congress with her support 
we have continued to preserve the sa-
cred trust of our men and women in 
uniform and the 200,000 servicemembers 
who become veterans each year. 

Mr. Speaker, of course, I am referring 
to the Speaker of this great House 
from the great State of California, my 
own State. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI). 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his leadership in 
bringing this important legislation to 
the floor and for yielding. 

We owe our veterans everything. 
They make us the home of the brave 
and the land of the free. They protect 
our democracy. They and their families 
make us so very, very proud. 

I thank the gentleman again, Mr. 
TAKANO, as chair of the committee, and 
Mr. LEVIN for his leadership on this 
particular legislation which I will ac-
knowledge in a moment. 

First, Mr. Speaker, I want to say, 
nearly eight decades ago when Con-

gress enacted the first GI Bill, our Na-
tion made a bipartisan and unbreak-
able promise: that every hero who 
steps forward to defend our Nation de-
serves the tools to succeed when they 
come home. Today, the House will 
proudly take another strong step to-
ward fulfilling that pledge. 

On behalf of the Congress, I commend 
the outstanding leadership of the com-
mittee chair, MARK TAKANO, who has 
ensured that the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee remains committed to its 
long legacy of bipartisanship. I salute 
the chair of the Veterans’ Affairs Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity, 
Congressman MIKE LEVIN of California, 
both for leading on this important leg-
islation every step of the way and for 
his lifetime advocacy on behalf of our 
military communities. 

Every time our Nation seeks to 
strengthen and expand benefits for vet-
erans, we have listened closely to our 
men and women in uniform and our 
veterans, taking their insight and ex-
pertise into account. We continue to 
listen to them today as we continue to 
build upon our progress and appro-
priately honor their service. 

On a regular basis we have a meeting 
with our veterans service organiza-
tions. The American Legion is very 
much a part of that, as well as other 
groups reflecting our involvement in 
other wars since World War II, and we 
still have a few veterans from then. 

What is interesting about this legis-
lation today to me is that, again, it 
sprang from listening to our men and 
women in uniform and our veterans as 
to what their needs are. That is exactly 
how the first GI Bill came to be. 

The veterans of World War I, recog-
nizing the disadvantages that they 
were at after World War I, came forth 
with the proposal to have the GI Bill. 
So this was passed and signed by 
Franklin Roosevelt during World War 
II at the suggestion of veterans of 
World War I. 

During the dark days of the Second 
World War and after listening to the 
calls of the brave veterans of World 
War I, President Roosevelt made clear 
the urgent moral imperative of sup-
porting our returning soldiers. 

In a message to Congress in Novem-
ber 1943, he said, 

‘‘The members of the Armed Forces 
have been compelled to make greater 
economic sacrifice and every other 
kind of sacrifice than the rest of us, 
and they are entitled to definite action 
to help take care of their special prob-
lems.’’ 

I am very proud that my father, 
Thomas D’Alesandro, was in this 
Chamber. He was a Member of Congress 
from Baltimore when the President 
said that. His brother would be lost 
shortly thereafter in the battle leading 
up to the Battle of the Bulge. 

Less than a year later, Congress en-
acted the first GI Bill on an over-
whelmingly bipartisan vote marking a 
turning point in how our Nation cares 
for our veterans. In doing so, we made 

a transformational investment in our 
servicemembers, opening the doors to a 
college education and home ownership, 
launching millions of families into the 
middle class. 

In 2008 it was my great privilege to 
serve as Speaker as the Congress took 
a crucial step to bring these benefits 
into the 21st century. With the Post-9/ 
11 GI Bill—passed on a strong bipar-
tisan vote and signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush—we expanded the 
promise of a full, 4-year college edu-
cation to veterans in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and we ensured subsequent legis-
lation that their families could also 
take advantage of that benefit. In 2017 
we strengthened this law by improving 
benefits and closing gaps in eligibility 
so that we can best serve those who 
served our Nation. 

Yet, today, too many veterans still 
do not receive equal access to the life- 
changing benefits they have earned. 
Over the last few decades, our valiant 
reservists and guardsmen have become 
even more integral to America’s na-
tional security strategy. Our reservists 
often serve side by side with Active- 
Duty servicemembers, do the same 
jobs, and incur the same risks. And as 
our Nation has battled the pandemic, 
our communities have relied on our 
guardsmen to help protect our Nation 
from the deadly virus. 

These heroes are essential to keeping 
our families and our Nation safe, but 
current law falls short of delivering the 
benefits they deserve. With the Guard 
and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act, we will 
ensure that every day our reservists 
and guardsmen heroes serve in uniform 
count toward their GI benefits. In 
doing so, we will lift up hundreds of 
thousands of current and future vet-
erans across the Nation so that they, 
too, will have the opportunities they 
need to thrive in the 21st century econ-
omy. 

Let me be clear: ensuring every serv-
icemember has equal access to hard- 
earned benefits is an issue of fairness. 
When the House passes this legislation 
today, we will build on the proud, bi-
partisan progress forged by generations 
of lawmakers in this Chamber and in 
the Senate as well, we show our heroes 
that they will always have our unwav-
ering support, and we honor the sac-
rifice on the battlefield. The military 
vows that on the battlefield we will 
leave no soldier behind, and when they 
come home, we pledge that we will 
leave no veteran behind. 

There is so much more that we can 
learn from listening to our veterans 
and our servicemembers that we must 
do, so that they can take their strong-
est position when they come home. 

Mr. Speaker, in this all-American 
spirit, I urge a very strong ‘‘aye’’ vote 
for this legislation. 

I want to thank the distinguished 
chairman for his leadership and MIKE 
LEVIN for his relentless persistence for 
the benefit of our veterans as a mem-
ber of that important committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:18 Jan 13, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JA7.021 H12JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H57 January 12, 2022 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I think 

Members of the House need to under-
stand because many speakers, includ-
ing the previous speaker, brought up 
the fact that those who serve should 
receive these benefits who actually 
serve on the battlefield. When they do, 
they do. Under this existing system 
right now they receive that benefit. 

What we are talking about now is an 
expansion to those days of reservist, 
the weekend a month and the 2 weeks 
a year. It is completely different from 
the fact when they are on Federal or-
ders, and the Moore amendment would 
actually deal with that and take care 
of that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, it is 
an honor to be here today to offer this 
MTR. 

If we adopt the motion to recommit, 
we will instruct the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs to consider an 
amendment to H.R. 1836 which ensures 
members of the Armed Forces granted 
a general discharge under honorable 
conditions solely for refusing the 
COVID–19 vaccine are eligible for the 
GI Bill education benefits of which the 
Speaker just spoke about. 

Mr. Speaker, I therefore ask unani-
mous consent to include the text of the 
amendment in the RECORD imme-
diately prior to the vote on the motion 
to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, on 

August 24, 2021, the Secretary of De-
fense issued a directive requiring man-
datory COVID–19 vaccination for all 
servicemembers, including those in the 
Ready Reserve and the National Guard. 
Despite the challenges this vaccine 
mandate currently faces in the Su-
preme Court, the Defense Department 
has proceeded to discharge those who 
refuse the vaccine. 

Hundreds of soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
marines, and guardians have already 
been discharged, and as many as 20,000 
servicemembers remain at risk over 
being involuntarily removed from serv-
ice. It is outrageous. 

To prevent those who have refused 
the vaccine from being dishonorably 
discharged, Congress included a provi-
sion in the fiscal year 2022 National De-
fense Authorization Act limiting dis-
charges for failure to receive the 
COVID–19 vaccine to either an honor-
able discharge or a general discharge 
under honorable conditions. 

This change succeeded in stopping 
further disciplinary action or court- 
martial for those who refuse the vac-
cine, however it potentially leaves 
many veterans in limbo between leav-
ing the service with full benefits or 
having their education benefits 
stripped as they walk out the door. 

As many of my veteran colleagues in 
this Chamber know, those servicemem-
bers who receive a general discharge 
under honorable conditions are ineli-
gible for the Montgomery and Post-9/11 
GI Bill benefits due to restrictions Con-
gress implemented in 2011. 

While this change was intended to 
open eligibility status to members of 
the National Guard, there will now be 
a group of veterans who have served 
honorably up until the point of refus-
ing COVID–19 vaccine who will now 
have their education benefits com-
pletely wiped out. 

For those who may not know the full 
breadth of education benefits entitled 
to a veteran, let me give you just a 
couple of items. A veteran who was 
served at least 36 months on Active 
Duty is entitled to 100 percent of Post- 
9/11 GI benefits. That includes full tui-
tion coverage for public schools, or 
roughly $26,000 annually for private 
education or apprenticeships. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman from Wisconsin an addi-
tional 2 minutes. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. That veteran also 
receives a monthly housing allowance 
which varies by location, plus $1,000 an-
nually to cover books and other school 
supplies. Add that up, and we are talk-
ing about well over $100,000 worth of 
education benefits a veteran loses sim-
ply by having their discharge charac-
terized as general under honorable. 
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And let’s be clear on who this is truly 
affecting, Mr. Speaker. We are not 
talking about recruits who are fresh 
out of basic training or those dis-
charged at the MEPS station. These 
are men and women who have done 
their time, who have paid their dues, 
and who have served with distinction 
up until the point of refusing this vac-
cine. 

And now we are going to tell them 
that we don’t care how spotless their 
record may have been beforehand be-
cause they made a moral, ethical and 
even religious objection to a vaccine? 

Those who have fought to defend our 
country should not be deprived of the 
benefits they so rightly deserve simply 
for refusing to comply with this divi-
sive, and potentially unlawful, vaccine 
mandate. 

My motion to recommit corrects this 
disparity by ensuring any member of 
the armed services who receives a gen-
eral discharge under honorable condi-
tions solely for the refusal of the 
COVID–19 vaccine is entitled to edu-
cation benefits. 

We are a country that rewards our 
heroes, not punishes them, and this 
motion to recommit makes sure of 
that. I urge the adoption of this motion 
to recommit. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The issue of how servicemembers are 
disciplined for refusing to take the vac-

cine has already been addressed in the 
National Defense Authorization Act. It 
already states plainly that there could 
be a general discharge, or an other- 
than-honorable discharge, or an honor-
able discharge. So there is, it seems to 
me, an irrelevance or it is unnecessary, 
this proposed MTR. So we already have 
a solution that has been agreed to in 
the Armed Services space and jurisdic-
tion. 

That being said, I do not have any 
further speakers, I am prepared to 
close. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I am ready to close, but there are a 
few things in the closing that I want to 
be sure and bring up. 

First off, the GI Bill cannot be in-
cluded in—was not included, and those 
benefits would be removed if they 
refuse to take the vaccine. So the MTR 
is actually a legitimate motion that is 
something that we do need to deal with 
that was not taken care of in that bill. 

And just so you know, a vitally im-
portant issue that was brought up by 
General Bergman, our speakers that we 
have had here today, they don’t take 
this lightly. They are very serious 
about this. They have served them-
selves. They have served in these ca-
pacities. They understand the concern. 
And the concern of retention in the Ac-
tive Forces is a serious concern. 

We just received notice that the 
Army raised its max bonus for new re-
cruits to $50,000 due to struggling in 
trying to get people to come on to Ac-
tive Reserve. By offering this benefit 
above and beyond that has been a con-
cern of many of those that have ex-
pressed that concern. 

But let me tell you this on this de-
bate today. I want to thank Chairman 
TAKANO and others for a thoughtful and 
respectful debate, which is vitally im-
portant on an issue like this. 

I also want to thank Congressman 
LEVIN. His passion on these issues was 
truly present as well, and we under-
stand that. 

You know, I am a former marine. I 
am a former active marine. I am a ma-
rine because, you know, once you are a 
marine you are always a marine. That 
is vitally important to remember. And 
as a father of a marine and a grand-
father of a marine, these issues are per-
sonal to me. 

Now, I understand the sacrifices that 
members of our National Guard make 
every day. And I think some of the 
things that were spoken of here today 
confuse the fact that when they get 
called up to Active Duty, go over to 
Iraq, go to Afghanistan, those qualify 
towards their GI bill. It does. And I am 
not opposed to them receiving edu-
cation benefits, nor was anybody that 
spoke here today. 

But the Guard and Reserve is that; it 
is a Guard and Reserve. And whenever 
they are activated, yes, they should re-
ceive those benefits. That is why the 
Moore amendment is so vitally impor-
tant that we are going to be talking on 
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later as well. If we adopt that, it will 
cover everything except that compo-
nent that those Guard and Reserve 
members knew when they joined, that 
they didn’t get those benefits for that 
1 weekend a month and those 2 weeks a 
year. 

And why is that? Because it is a sepa-
rate standing than an Active-Duty 
military personnel. 

This discussion—and I know we all 
want to respect our Guard and Reserve, 
but this is not the way to do it. Doing 
it in the right order, hearing from ev-
eryone in committee, discussing these 
issues, bringing them up, and getting 
input from those stakeholders that are 
involved, was the proper way to do 
this; not to do it here on the floor in 
this manner. 

I think the debate has been really 
good. I hope that the people that are 
listening understand. I hope that our 
colleagues understand what it is; that 
a vote against this is not a vote 
against the Guard and Reserve. A vote 
against this is simply saying, no, there 
is another way that is more fiscally re-
sponsible, that will still offer benefits 
and reward those for their service. But 
this is not the right way. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no’’ on the underlying bill, ‘‘yes’’ on 
the amendments that we are coming up 
with, but ‘‘no’’ on the underlying bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I will, in closing, say that the minor-
ity has not raised a substantive argu-
ment, a serious argument against the 
substance of this bill. This is a good, 
good piece of legislation, one that is 
agreed to and supported by numerous 
veterans service organizations. 

To the issue of and to the objection 
raised by the minority over a lack of 
process and a lack of regular order, 
this is simply not true. We have had 
ample opportunity for the minority to 
have input in numerous hearings re-
lated to this topic. 

And as to the concern over recruit-
ment and retention of our Active-Duty 
Forces, I will remind my esteemed 
ranking member, or the esteemed 
ranking member, for whom I have 
great admiration for his own service 
and the service of his family in the 
military, that we turned to the Guard 
and Reserve in greater and greater de-
pendence in the post-9/11 era. And be-
cause we were able to turn to them, we 
did not have to have discussions about 
a draft. 

We had issues recruiting folks for our 
military in the early aughts to the 
numbers that we needed, and we had to 
turn to the Reserve and the Guard. So 
we need good incentives and great re-
tention incentives for our Guard units 
and our Reserve units all across this 
country because we aren’t going to de-
pend on them less. In fact, we are going 
to depend on them more. 

And the tempo of the training, all we 
are saying is that the readiness train-

ing they undergo is no less than the 
readiness training of our Active-Duty 
troops. Regardless of whether they 
knew or didn’t know at the beginning 
when they signed up as reservists or 
guardsmen, they deserve to have every 
day count. 

Now is the time for Congress and this 
House to say that every day of readi-
ness training should count toward GI 
bill eligibility. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to rise in support of the bipartisan 
amendment that I have put forward, along with 
my colleagues DEBORAH ROSS, JENNIFFER 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, and JAMAAL BOWMAN. 

As my colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle have made clear, our Nation owes a tre-
mendous debt to our veterans. 

I am pleased that this week, the House will 
take up a bill to help improve access to serv-
ices and benefits that our men and women in 
uniform have earned. 

H.R. 1836—the National Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act of 2021—would allow 
Members of the National Guard and Reserves 
to count time spend in training towards their 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. 

I am so proud of the men and women in 
Wisconsin’s National Guard who have mobi-
lized throughout our nation’s history in support 
of overseas combat operations in places like 
Iraq, Afghanistan, during both world wars, the 
Spanish-American War, and the Civil War and 
are now engaged in their longest ever domes-
tic mobilization, to combat COVID–19. 

They are a key part of our communities and 
to efforts to protect and defend our nation. 

Our amendment to this bill simply attempts 
to help ensure that the VA take every oppor-
tunity to ensure that new veterans who are 
leaving or about to transition from active duty 
are aware of the VA benefits they may be eli-
gible for, including critical health care services. 

Unfortunately, too many vets leave the mili-
tary without knowing what they are eligible for 
at the VA or do not have the documentation 
they need to prove their eligibility. As a result, 
they can find themselves missing out on crit-
ical benefits and services they need or trying 
to navigate bureaucratic red tape, without suc-
cess, to try and find the right answers. These 
men and women answered the call to serve 
their country and it is our responsibility to 
honor the debt our Nation owes them for their 
service. 

We can do better. And that must start with 
providing as much information as early as 
possible to those who could be eligible for VA 
benefits or services. 

Our amendment requires the VA to inform 
new veterans of the medical care and services 
for which they are eligible, including commu-
nity care; mental healthcare, care relating to 
military sexual trauma; and any other informa-
tion the Secretary deems appropriate. 

I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment and the underlying bill. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in support of H.R. 1836, the Guard and 
Reserve GI Bill Parity Act, which will expand 
eligibility for post-9/11 G.I. Bill educational 
benefits to members of the National Guard 
and the Reserves. 

Current law defines the term ‘‘active duty’’ 
as those individuals who are on full-time duty 

in the active military service of the United 
States, including full-time training duty, annual 
training duty, and attendance, while in the ac-
tive military service, at a school designated as 
a service school by law or by the Secretary of 
the military department concerned. 

H.R. 1836, will expand eligibility criteria to 
include those training in full-time National 
Guard duty, which includes the National 
Guard, the Army National Guard, and the Air 
National Guard, as well as those same mem-
bers when performing active duty. 

Under current rules, service members need 
three years on active-duty to be eligible for full 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, which include 36 
months of in-state college tuition, a monthly 
living stipend and other payouts. 

Reaching that amount of time mobilized to 
active-duty is difficult for guardsmen and re-
servists, and outdated and confusing eligibility 
requirements means the difference of tens of 
thousands of dollars for college for those indi-
viduals. 

For example, the deployment of thousands 
of Guard troops to Capitol Hill following the 
January 6 attack counted towards GI Bill eligi-
bility, because the mission was being paid for 
with federal funds. 

However, troops mobilized for crowd control 
during racial equality protests in Washington, 
D.C., last summer were not able to count that 
time, because those missions weren’t funded 
by federal dollars. 

Some other riot response missions across 
the nation were funded by federal funds, and 
did count towards the education benefits. 

Similarly, tens of thousands of Guard and 
Reserve troops have been mobilized for pan-
demic response missions over the last two 
years, but their eligibility varies depending on 
the specific orders and units involved. 

For years, members of the National Guard 
and Reserve Components have been dis-
advantaged and overlooked in the accumula-
tion of their education benefits while per-
forming the same or similar service as their 
Active-Duty counterparts. 

Time and time again, through natural disas-
ters, global pandemics, and threats to our de-
mocracy, our National Guard and Reserve 
members have answered the call to serve. 

But despite taking on the same risks and 
doing the same jobs as their active-duty coun-
terparts, these service members don’t have 
access to the same benefits. 

This has become much clearer and more 
severe during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Members of the National Guard and Re-
serve Component have risked their lives on 
the front lines of this pandemic, administering 
aid and protecting the Capitol on training sta-
tus. 

Our brave men and women continue to self-
lessly answer our nation’s call and are long 
overdue the benefits befitting their service. 

The Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act of 
2021 will ensure the men and women of the 
National Guard are entitled to GI Bill education 
benefits when activated for service either for 
training or for operational needs of our coun-
try, just like their Active- Duty counterparts. 

I want to thank all of our armed serviceman 
and women for their selfless dedication to our 
protection every day. 

In my home state of Texas, the National 
Guard has been deployed time and time again 
to assist citizens and save lives during numer-
ous natural disasters, including the Winter 
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Freeze of last February and the tragic Hurri-
cane Harvey. 

The Texas National Guard is host to nearly 
21,000 troops, including its army and air com-
ponents. 

The National Guard is a diverse force that 
includes all ethnicities: 

White: 69 percent; 
Black: 15 percent; 
Hispanic: 10 percent; 
Asian: 3 percent; 
Male: 83.1 percent; 
Female: 16.9 percent 
This bill, in which we further the benefits 

and recognition that our servicemen and 
women deserve, also reminds us that we have 
an overriding duty to protect the health and 
dignity of those serving today. 

For this reason, I would like to discuss the 
crisis that our National Guardsmen and 
Guardswomen have been thrust into at the 
Texas Governor’s direction on our Southern 
Border. 

In March 2021, the Texas Governor 
launched the ill-fated and ineffective Operation 
Lone Star which he claimed was necessary to 
stem a so-called invasion of migrants at 
Texas’ southern border. 

As of November 2021, more than 10,000 
Texas National Guardsmen have been de-
ployed to the southern border in pursuit of this 
folly. 

According to published media accounts, Na-
tional Guard members who have been acti-
vated for Operation Lone Star are experi-
encing habitual pay delays and poor working 
conditions during the border mission, including 
being exposed to COVID–19, and many are 
missing the equipment necessary for safety 
and mission success. 

In addition, the National Guard has faced 
austere conditions and limited resources, lead-
ing to unsanitary conditions such as the lack 
of portable restrooms. 

Rather than addressing these conditions, 
just last week the Texas Governor filed a frivo-
lous lawsuit in federal court challenging the 
authority of President Biden, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Armed Forces to require that 
members of the National Guard be vaccinated 
against COVID–19. 

There is no merit to this nuisance law suit 
as demonstrated by the summary rejection of 
similar arguments raised by neighboring Okla-
homa Governor Stitt. 

The Texas Governor’s failure to comply with 
the policies intended to reduce the spread of 
COVID–19 among the Armed Forces will 
mean that there will be less military personnel 
available national disasters that have struck 
Texas in recent years, such as the winter 
freeze of last year. 

This will also mean that there are fewer per-
sonnel to respond to any attacks on the home-
land. 

Encouraged by the Texas Governor’s obsti-
nacy, about 40 percent of the members of the 
Texas Army National Guard are refusing to 
get vaccinated, which puts at risk their col-
leagues and the persons they are sworn to 
defend and protect. 

National Guardsmen and Guardswomen de-
ployed in this disastrous mission at the Texas 
Governor’s insistence face the deadly spread 
of COVID–19, unsanitary conditions, lack of 
pay, and a lack of a certain future. 

These uniformed men and women deserve 
better, and some of them, seeing no alter-

native to their present reality, have decided to 
end it all. 

Five National guard soldiers have shot and 
killed themselves in the past three months, 
and one more survived a suicide attempt. 

One of these men, private first class Joshua 
R. Cortez, was preparing to accept a ‘‘lifetime 
job’’ with one of the nation’s biggest health in-
surance companies in late October last year, 
but the Texas National Guard had other ideas. 

Operation Lone Star required involuntary ac-
tivations to meet the Texas Governor’s troop 
quotas, and Cortez was one of the soldiers 
tapped to go on state active duty orders—with 
no idea how long the mission would last. 

In November, the 21-year-old mechanic re-
quested a hardship release from the mission: 
‘‘I’ve been waiting for this job and I’m on my 
way to getting hired . . . I missed my first op-
portunity in September when I had to go on 
the flood mission in Louisiana. . . . I can not 
miss this opportunity because it is my last op-
portunity for this lifetime job.’’ 

Cortez’s company commander rec-
ommended approval. But his battalion com-
mander and brigade commander disapproved. 

Within 36 hours of his request being denied, 
Cortez drove to a parking lot in northwest San 
Antonio and shot himself in the head. 

Three other soldiers tied to Operation Lone 
Star have died by suicide, including: 

Sgt. Jose L. De Hoyos was found dead in 
Laredo, Texas, on Oct. 26. He was a member 
of the 949th Brigade Support Battalion’s head-
quarters company. 

1st Sgt. John ‘‘Kenny’’ Crutcher died Nov. 
12, as time ran out on his temporary hardship 
waiver. He was the top NCO for B Company, 
3rd Battalion, 144th Infantry. 

1st Lt. Charles Williams, a platoon leader in 
Crutcher’s company, died at home overnight 
Dec. 17 while on pass. 

The string of suicides raises urgent ques-
tions about the mission’s conditions and pur-
pose, as well as the way it’s organized and 
manned through indefinite involuntary call-ups. 

This is an excellent and common-sense bill 
that will enhance the benefits of our service-
men and women. 

We must also act to ensure that our service-
men and women are protected from COVID– 
19, both for their own safety and the safety of 
our nation. 

When called to action, the National Guard 
performs the name duties as our active duty 
forces, oftentimes in extraordinarily difficult sit-
uations. 

Although we cannot bring back the lives lost 
due to the Texas Governor’s misguided ac-
tions, we can remember the names of those 
we have lost and work to ensure that we treat 
all members of our military equally and with 
dignity and respect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Each further amendment printed in 
part A of House Report 117–225 shall be 
considered only in the order printed in 
the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall 
be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the 
proponent and an opponent, may be 
withdrawn by the proponent at any 
time before the question is put there-
on, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand 
for a division of the question. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MS. ROSS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now 

in order to consider amendment No. 1 
printed in part A of House Report 117– 
225. 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Add at the end the following new section: 
SEC. 4. PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO VET-

ERANS DURING TRANSITION TO CI-
VILIAN LIFE. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—In providing informa-
tion to new veterans regarding benefits ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Secretary shall ensure that the in-
formation includes the following: 

(1) A description of the medical care and 
services for which the veteran will be eligi-
ble under chapter 17 of title 38, United States 
Code, including with respect to— 

(A) community care under section 1703 of 
such title; 

(B) mental health care, including how to 
access the Veterans Crisis Line established 
under section 1720F(h) of such title; and 

(C) care relating to military sexual trauma 
(as defined in section 1166 of such title). 

(2) Any other information that the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, including in-
formation about the services and benefits to 
which the veteran may be entitled. 

(b) MANNER.—The Secretary shall provide 
the information under subsection (a) in a 
manner that promotes the destigmatization 
of mental health care and encourages vet-
erans to reach out for support. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 860, the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ROSS) and a Member opposed each will 
control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina. 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge sup-
port for my bipartisan amendment, 
which will require the VA to notify 
transitioning servicemembers of the 
services for which they are personally 
eligible. 

Notification must include informa-
tion about mental healthcare, commu-
nity care under the MISSION Act, and 
care related to military sexual trauma. 

Troubling reports have found that 
many transitioning veterans are not 
aware of the health benefits available 
to them through the VA. A recent De-
partment of Defense Office of the In-
spector General report found that the 
DOD has failed to provide proper men-
tal health screening and care for 
transitioning veterans; in part, because 
so many veterans do not understand 
what care is available to them. 

The transition away from active 
service can be a tumultuous time dur-
ing which many new veterans face 
mental health issues. Left unaddressed, 
these issues can be debilitating and 
deadly. 

My father served as a psychiatrist in 
the Air Force during the Vietnam era. 
He witnessed firsthand the need for 
proper and timely mental healthcare 
among veterans. But mental health re-
sources at the VA can only be helpful 
to those who know of their existence. 
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We owe a debt of gratitude to our 

veterans, and they deserve gold-stand-
ard and seamless access to the benefits 
that they have earned. 

My amendment will help new vet-
erans understand and access the care 
to which they are entitled. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Congressman BOW-
MAN, and Congresswoman MOORE for 
joining me in offering this amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I claim time 

in opposition to the amendment, al-
though I am not opposed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, Congress-

woman ROSS’ amendment would re-
quire VA to share information regard-
ing mental healthcare, community 
care, and other services to veterans 
who have recently transitioned out of 
the military. 

Leaving the military can be a dif-
ficult and vulnerable time for many 
veterans. It is critical that separating 
servicemembers receive support as 
they restart their civilian lives. Part of 
that is ensuring that they are educated 
and empowered to take advantage of 
the benefits they earned by serving the 
Nation in uniform. 

Now, right now, the education occurs 
primarily through the Transition As-
sistance Program, or TAP. TAP was 
created in 1990, and always includes in-
formation on the VA care, benefits and 
services that those transitioning out of 
the military may be eligible for. 

Now, TAP is a great program, and it 
is vitally important because those of us 
who are older veterans, the only tap we 
got was on the shoulder and a hey, 
good to see you; have a great life. But 
now TAP actually has that oppor-
tunity. 

In addition, the Trump administra-
tion began the Solid Start program in 
2019. Through Solid Start, all new vet-
erans are contacted by the VA three 
times during their first year out of uni-
form. Those contacts occur 90, 180, and 
360 days after separation from service 
and are a priceless opportunity for 
newly separated servicemembers to 
connect with the VA. 

b 1400 

Congresswoman ROSS’ amendment 
would require that the VA provide in-
formation to those new veterans, in-
cluding information regarding the 
healthcare, including mental health, 
community care, military sexual trau-
ma, and the Veterans Crisis Line. 

As I indicated, the VA already pro-
vides new veterans with information 
during TAP and through the Solid 
Start program. This amendment sim-
ply ensures that the materials VA pro-
vides to new veterans specifically in-
cludes these subjects. 

For that reason, I am in support of 
her amendment, and I encourage all of 
my colleagues to support that. I thank 

Congresswoman ROSS and the cospon-
sors of this amendment for their work, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his support. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO), the chairman of Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Ross, González-Colón, 
Moore, and Bowman amendment, and I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, there is no way bet-
ter way to connect veterans with med-
ical care and services than first mak-
ing sure that they are aware of the 
care that they have earned with their 
service. 

The Ross amendment makes sure 
that VA informs our veterans of this 
care they have earned just as they are 
entering civilian life. 

The first months are crucial in a vet-
eran’s transition out of the military, 
and the Ross amendment ensures that 
veterans are aware of what kind of care 
and support they can access and how 
they can access it. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
the Ross amendment. 

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, this 
amendment will help new veterans un-
derstand the specific benefits that they 
have and that they have earned 
through their service. I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of my amend-
ment, the bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
HOULAHAN). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 860, the previous question is or-
dered on the amendment offered by the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ROSS). 

The question is on the amendment 
offered by the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina (Ms. ROSS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF 

ALABAMA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now 
in order to consider amendment No. 2 
printed in part A of House Report 117– 
225. 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 

POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE TO MEMBERS OF THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD WHO PERFORM CER-
TAIN FULL-TIME DUTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3301(1)(C)(ii) of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(not including training)’’ 
after ‘‘title 32’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘for the purpose of respond-
ing to a national emergency declared by the 
President and supported by Federal funds’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
October 1, 2022. 
SEC. 2. ADJUSTMENTS OF IRRRL RATE. 

Subparagraph (E) of the loan fee table 
under section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(E)(i) Interest rate reduction 
refinancing loan (closed on or 
after July 1, 2022, and before 
August 8, 2022) ....................... 0.85 0.85 NA

(ii) Interest rate reduction refi-
nancing loan (closed during a 
period not covered by clause 
(i)) ......................................... 0.50 0.50 NA’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 860, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. MOORE) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
my amendment to replace the under-
lying bill with the text of my bill, H.R. 
2047. 

This amendment would provide addi-
tional eligibility for members of the 
National Guard who are called up on 
Federal Active-Duty orders for service 
other than for training. 

As a former member of the National 
Guard, I know all too well the chal-
lenges that they face. The National 
Guard has transitioned in recent years 
from a reserve force for domestic mis-
sions to a full-time force operating 
around the globe. 

My amendment would remove the 
Presidential declaration requirement 
that has restricted benefits for so 
many members of the National Guard 
in the past. It would make it so that 
members of the National Guard would 
receive eligibility for the time spent 
under any Federal Active-Duty orders 
that are not for training. 

This would provide eligibility for 
Federal benefits to those who support 
COVID–19 relief, respond to natural dis-
asters, and protect our southern bor-
der. 

I agree with Chairman LEVIN that we 
must take a hard look at duty status 
reform and the expansion of benefits 
afforded to the National Guard and the 
Reserve component while operating 
under Federal Active-Duty orders. 

My amendment would make it clear 
that if you are called up on Federal or-
ders for something other than training, 
you should receive eligibility for GI 
Bill benefits. 

However, I am concerned that the ex-
pansion proposed in his bill is a little 
too broad. We should allow the DOD to 
complete their efforts to better align 
benefits to certain duty statuses before 
we move forward with such a broad ex-
pansion. I think General Bergman hit 
on that point today, that we need to 
give them time to work through the 
process. 

An expansion of every day in uniform 
could cost over $2 billion over the next 
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10 years in mandatory benefits, where 
my expansion is only $16 million. 

We talked about inflation in the 
hearing today. We have seen the high-
est increase in 40 years. I think we 
need to try to get a handle on this kind 
of runaway spending. I think my ap-
proach is more surgical, if you will. It 
allows the benefits to our Guard and 
servicemembers without just painting 
a broad brush for everyone in uniform. 

My amendment ensures that mem-
bers of the National Guard that are 
called to action receive access to edu-
cational programs, like all other vet-
erans, while doing so in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner. 

Finally, I would like to thank Rank-
ing Member BOST and all his staff for 
their support on this amendment. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
claim time in opposition to the amend-
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take a moment to high-
light for the sponsor of this amend-
ment, Representative MOORE, and all 
Members, just how severely this 
amendment would harm National 
Guard and reservists from their States 
and districts. 

Congressman MOORE represents the 
great State of Alabama. Despite being 
the 24th most populous State in the 
Union, Alabama has the 12th largest 
National Guard in the Nation by num-
ber of servicemembers. Among the 
units in the Alabama National Guard 
that the Moore amendment would 
shortchange by eliminating training 
days—and I say training days are also 
readiness days—is the Alabama 20th 
Special Forces Group. 

Members from this group, and units 
like it, must complete roughly 2 full 
years of training, from basic training 
to completion of the arduous and high-
ly competitive Special Forces Quali-
fication Course, just to be qualified as 
Special Forces Green Berets. 

In order to maintain a high level of 
readiness and be ready to deploy when 
our Nation calls on them, these serv-
icemembers must constantly attend 
additional training to maintain certifi-
cations and proficiencies critical to 
their jobs as reservists. 

To be clear, this training is con-
ducted at Active-Duty schools right 
alongside their Active-Duty counter-
parts, yet guard and reservists don’t re-
ceive the same credit for the days they 
are in uniform, despite maintaining the 
exact same readiness requirements. 

Readiness matters. Consider this: In 
2013, reservists spent 87,000 days on 
title 32 orders, which is how the Re-
serve Force assists with floods, hurri-
canes, and other significant events. 
However, in 2021, that number had 
grown to 9.5 million days. 

This amendment would continue to 
uphold this unequal policy and prevent 

members of the Alabama 20th Group 
from accruing days of service for train-
ing. Training is another word for readi-
ness. 

Some States and servicemembers 
from units like Alabama’s 20th Group 
carry a heavier burden, but this exam-
ple is not unique to Alabama. All 
across the country, Guard and Reserve 
members from every State put their ci-
vilian lives on hold in defense of our 
Nation. They give much of themselves, 
their sweat, blood, and sometimes even 
the ultimate sacrifice in service. 
Whether during training or deploy-
ment, they deserve the same benefits 
for their days in service. They have 
earned it. 

Finally, I would also note that the 
Moore amendment uses the same 
IRRRL rate change found in H.R. 1836, 
which we agree is a fair update to the 
IRRRL program. 

Let’s be clear: A vote for this amend-
ment is a direct statement to our 
Guard and Reserve servicemembers 
that you don’t think their days in serv-
ice are equal to those of their Active 
Duty counterparts. 

Representative MOORE served in the 
National Guard, and I thank and com-
mend him for that service. Now, I know 
that he is a humble man, like most of 
our servicemembers, but I think his 
days in service should be honored and 
given their due credit. I know he may 
have participated in ROTC, but if his 
education wasn’t fully paid for by that 
program, then I think he should be 
given credit for his National Guard 
service for GI Bill eligibility. 

Madam Speaker, I urge Representa-
tive MOORE to reconsider his submis-
sion of this amendment, and I urge all 
Members to oppose the Moore amend-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST), the 
ranking member of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of Congressman MOORE’s 
amendment to H.R. 1836, as amended, 
the Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity 
Act of 2021. 

While I do not support the underlying 
text of the bill, I believe that Congress-
man MOORE’s amendment, of which I 
am a cosponsor, would make impor-
tant, commonsense changes to it. 

The underlying bill would make a 
vast and costly expansion of benefits to 
Guard and Reserve members to include 
GI Bill eligibility for every day in uni-
form under Federal orders. This in-
cludes GI Bill eligibility for weekend 
drills and training. 

As I stated during the general debate 
earlier, I believe that this bill’s $2 bil-
lion mandatory cost is using rare off-
sets that take away from the priorities 
this committee has in serving our Na-
tion’s veterans. That is why today I 
stand in support of Congressman 
MOORE’s amendment. 

These substituted provisions would 
simplify current law so that any time 
spent on Federal Active Duty by mem-
bers of the Guard and Reserve for serv-
ice other than for training would count 
toward GI Bill eligibility. This would 
include service in support of protecting 
the southern border, federally funded 
missions in support of efforts to com-
bat COVID–19, and other critical Active 
Duty missions. 

The amendment would only require 
$16 million in mandatory offsets, com-
pared to the $2 billion the underlying 
bill would cost. 

Not only is this policy change good 
for our Nation’s veterans, but it also 
does not burden our children, grand-
children, and future generations of 
American taxpayers with tens of bil-
lions of dollars over several decades in 
unfunded offset costs like the under-
lying bill would. 

This is without question a more 
measurable and fiscally responsible ap-
proach to more fully honor the valu-
able service that these men and women 
of the Guard and Reserve perform. 

I want to thank Congressman MOORE 
for his hard work on the amendment. 
Before yielding back, I would like to 
say that if a person votes against this 
bill, it is not a vote against the Guard 
and Reserve. It is a vote for the tax-
payers, which Guard and Reserves are 
also taxpayers. It is the reason why we 
should have had a more full debate on 
this bill in committee so these things 
could have been brought up. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, may I 
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 11⁄4 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, let me just say 
there is nothing commonsense about 
this amendment. Injustice to our re-
servists and our Guard units is not 
common sense. Unfairness to our guard 
and reservists is not common sense. 

To say that this is a fiscal burden to 
our Nation, who depends on our guard 
and reservists in natural disasters and 
who our Nation will rely on even more 
in the future, that is not common 
sense. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to make 
every day of readiness training that 
our reservists and our Guard unit 
members perform count toward their 
GI Bill eligibility. 

The GI Bill, as Speaker PELOSI has 
said, did amazing things for this Na-
tion in the post-World War II era. That 
same amazing contribution of our re-
servists and our guardsmen will con-
tinue. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members 
to vote against this amendment, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 860, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. MOORE). 
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The question is on the amendment 

offered by the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. MOORE). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appear to have it. 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 198, nays 
225, not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 4] 

YEAS—198 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 

Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 

Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—225 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 

Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 

Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 

Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 

Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Massie 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 

Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roy 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—9 

Cartwright 
Cheney 
Cline 

Higgins (LA) 
McClintock 
Palmer 

Rogers (AL) 
Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 

b 1451 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Messrs. BEYER, CORREA, 
DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, SCHIFF, 
CONNOLLY, and ROY changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. FEENSTRA, CAWTHORN, 
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK changed their vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Adams (Ross) 
Auchincloss 

(Clark (MA)) 
Barragán (Beyer) 

Bass (Cicilline) 
Bera (Kilmer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 

Bonamici 
(Kuster) 

Boyle, Brendan 
F. (Swalwell) 

Brooks (Moore 
(AL)) 

Brownley 
(Kuster) 

Bush (Bowman) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Cárdenas (Soto) 
Casten 

(Underwood) 
Chu (Clark (MA)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Cooper (Clark 

(MA)) 
Crawford 

(Stewart) 
Crist (Soto) 
Cuellar (Jackson 

Lee) 
DeFazio (Brown 

(MD)) 
DelBene (Kilmer) 
DeGette (Blunt 

Rochester) 
DeSaulnier 

(Beyer) 
Doggett (Raskin) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Connolly) 
Evans (Mfume) 
Frankel, Lois 

(Clark (MA)) 
Gaetz (Boebert) 
Garamendi 

(Sherman) 
Gohmert (Weber 

(TX)) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Grijalva (Garcı́a 
(IL)) 

Grothman 
(Fitzgerald) 

Hagedorn (Carl) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Moore (UT)) 

Hudson 
(McHenry) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Garbarino) 

Jayapal (Raskin) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 
Kahele (Case) 
Katko (Meijer) 
Kim (CA) (Steel) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kind (Connolly) 
Kinzinger 

(Meijer) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Lamborn 

(McHenry) 
Langevin 

(Lynch) 
Lawson (FL) 

(Soto) 
Lee (CA) 

(Khanna) 
Leger Fernandez 

(Clark (MA)) 
Lieu (Beyer) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Mace (Timmons) 
Maloney, Sean 

Patrick 
(Jeffries) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McCaul (Ellzey) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Kuster) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Beyer) 
Nadler (Pallone) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 

Ocasio-Cortez 
(Bowman) 

Panetta (Kildee) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Pingree 

(Cicilline) 
Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Garcı́a 

(IL)) 
Price (NC) 

(Connolly) 
Reschenthaler 

(Armstrong) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Correa) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Ruppersberger 

(Trone) 
Rush (Kaptur) 
Salazar 

(Gimenez) 
Schrier 

(Spanberger) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Smucker (Joyce 

(PA)) 
Speier (Escobar) 
Stansbury 

(Jacobs (CA)) 
Stanton (Levin 

(CA)) 
Suozzi (Raskin) 
Titus (Connolly) 
Tlaib (Khanna) 
Torres (NY) 

(Cicilline) 
Vela (Correa) 
Waltz (Mast) 
Waters (Takano) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Cicilline) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill, as 
amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 
Mr. FITZGERALD. Madam Speaker, 

I have a motion to recommit at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
MOTION TO RECOMMIT 

Mr. Fitzgerald of Wisconsin moves to re-
commit the bill H.R. 1836 to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. FITZGERALD is as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 4. CERTAIN EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR 

A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES 
GRANTED A GENERAL DISCHARGE 
UNDER HONORABLE CONDITIONS 
ON THE SOLE BASIS THAT SUCH 
MEMBER FAILED TO OBEY A LAW-
FUL ORDER TO RECEIVE A VACCINE 
FOR COVID–19. 

(a) ALL-VOLUNTEER FORCE EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE.—Section 3011(a)(3)(B) of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘an honorable discharge;’’ 
and inserting an em dash; and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following 
new clauses: 

‘‘(i) an honorable discharge; or 
‘‘(ii) a general discharge under honorable 

conditions on the sole basis that the indi-
vidual failed to obey a lawful order to re-
ceive a vaccine for COVID–19;’’. 
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(b) POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.— 

Section 3311(c) of such title is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(5) A general discharge under honorable 
conditions on the sole basis that the indi-
vidual failed to obey a lawful order to re-
ceive a vaccine for COVID–19.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion 
to recommit. 

The question is on the motion to re-
commit. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Madam Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 204, nays 
219, not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 5] 

YEAS—204 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 

McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 

Walorski 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 

Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 

Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—219 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 

Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—9 

Cartwright 
Cheney 
Cline 

Higgins (LA) 
McClintock 
Palmer 

Rogers (AL) 
Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 

b 1518 

Mr. O’HALLERAN changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. CAWTHORN changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Adams (Ross) 
Auchincloss 

(Clark (MA)) 
Barragán (Beyer) 
Bass (Cicilline) 
Bera (Kilmer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Bonamici 

(Kuster) 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. (Swalwell) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brownley 

(Kuster) 
Bush (Bowman) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Cárdenas (Soto) 
Casten 

(Underwood) 
Chu (Clark (MA)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Cooper (Clark 

(MA)) 
Crawford 

(Stewart) 
Crist (Soto) 
Cuellar (Jackson 

Lee) 
DeFazio (Brown 

(MD)) 
DelBene (Kilmer) 
DeGette (Blunt 

Rochester) 
DeSaulnier 

(Beyer) 
Doggett (Raskin) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Connolly) 
Evans (Mfume) 
Frankel, Lois 

(Clark (MA)) 
Gaetz (Boebert) 
Garamendi 

(Sherman) 
Gohmert (Weber 

(TX)) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Grijalva (Garcı́a 
(IL)) 

Grothman 
(Fitzgerald) 

Hagedorn (Carl) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Moore (UT)) 
Hudson 

(McHenry) 
Jacobs (NY) 

(Garbarino) 
Jayapal (Raskin) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 
Kahele (Case) 
Katko (Meijer) 
Kim (CA) (Steel) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kind (Connolly) 
Kinzinger 

(Meijer) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Lamborn 

(McHenry) 
Langevin 

(Lynch) 
Lawson (FL) 

(Soto) 
Lee (CA) 

(Khanna) 
Leger Fernandez 

(Clark (MA)) 
Lieu (Beyer) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Mace (Timmons) 
Maloney, Sean 

Patrick 
(Jeffries) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McCaul (Ellzey) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Kuster) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Beyer) 

Nadler (Pallone) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Bowman) 
Panetta (Kildee) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Pingree 

(Cicilline) 
Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Garcı́a 

(IL)) 
Price (NC) 

(Connolly) 
Reschenthaler 

(Armstrong) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Correa) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Ruppersberger 

(Trone) 
Rush (Kaptur) 
Salazar 

(Gimenez) 
Schrier 

(Spanberger) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Smucker (Joyce 

(PA)) 
Speier (Escobar) 
Stansbury 

(Jacobs (CA)) 
Stanton (Levin 

(CA)) 
Suozzi (Raskin) 
Titus (Connolly) 
Tlaib (Khanna) 
Torres (NY) 

(Cicilline) 
Vela (Correa) 
Waltz (Mast) 
Waters (Takano) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Cicilline) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 287, nays 
135, not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 6] 

YEAS—287 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Bacon 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 

Brownley 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 

Cole 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
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Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Dunn 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Guest 
Harder (CA) 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 

Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 
Rice (NY) 
Rogers (KY) 

Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yarmuth 
Zeldin 

NAYS—135 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Budd 
Burchett 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 

Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 

Gallagher 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Hice (GA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 

Issa 
Jackson 
Johnson (LA) 
Jordan 
Keller 
Kelly (PA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 

McClain 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Norman 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Sessions 

Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Womack 
Young 

NOT VOTING—10 

Buck 
Cartwright 
Cheney 
Cline 

Higgins (LA) 
McClintock 
Palmer 
Rogers (AL) 

Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 

b 1620 

Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mrs. WAGNER, 
and Messrs. JOHNSON of South Dakota 
and SMUCKER changed their vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Adams (Ross) 
Auchincloss 

(Clark (MA)) 
Barragán (Beyer) 
Bass (Cicilline) 
Bera (Kilmer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Bonamici 

(Kuster) 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. (Swalwell) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brownley 

(Kuster) 
Bush (Bowman) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Cárdenas (Soto) 
Casten 

(Underwood) 
Chu (Clark (MA)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Cooper (Clark 

(MA)) 
Crawford 

(Stewart) 
Crist (Soto) 
Cuellar (Jackson 

Lee) 
DeFazio (Brown 

(MD)) 
DelBene (Kilmer) 
DeGette (Blunt 

Rochester) 
DeSaulnier 

(Beyer) 
Doggett (Raskin) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Connolly) 
Evans (Mfume) 
Frankel, Lois 

(Clark (MA)) 
Gaetz (Boebert) 
Garamendi 

(Sherman) 
Gohmert (Weber 

(TX)) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Grijalva (Garcı́a 
(IL)) 

Grothman 
(Fitzgerald) 

Hagedorn (Carl) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Moore (UT)) 
Hudson 

(McHenry) 
Jacobs (NY) 

(Garbarino) 
Jayapal (Raskin) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 
Kahele (Case) 
Katko (Meijer) 
Kim (CA) (Steel) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kind (Connolly) 
Kinzinger 

(Meijer) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Lamborn 

(McHenry) 
Langevin 

(Lynch) 
Lawson (FL) 

(Soto) 
Lee (CA) 

(Khanna) 
Leger Fernandez 

(Clark (MA)) 
Lieu (Beyer) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Mace (Timmons) 
Maloney, Sean 

Patrick 
(Jeffries) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McCaul (Ellzey) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Kuster) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Beyer) 

Nadler (Pallone) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Bowman) 
Panetta (Kildee) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Pingree 

(Cicilline) 
Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Garcı́a 

(IL)) 
Price (NC) 

(Connolly) 
Reschenthaler 

(Armstrong) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Correa) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Ruppersberger 

(Trone) 
Rush (Kaptur) 
Salazar 

(Gimenez) 
Schrier 

(Spanberger) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Smucker (Joyce 

(PA)) 
Speier (Escobar) 
Stansbury 

(Jacobs (CA)) 
Stanton (Levin 

(CA)) 
Suozzi (Raskin) 
Titus (Connolly) 
Tlaib (Khanna) 
Torres (NY) 

(Cicilline) 
Vela (Correa) 
Waltz (Mast) 
Waters (Takano) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Cicilline) 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SCHIFF). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2130 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) at 9 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
5746, NASA ENHANCED USE LEAS-
ING EXTENSION ACT OF 2021 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 117–226) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 868) providing for 
consideration of the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 5746) to amend 
title 51, United States Code, to extend 
the authority of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration to 
enter into leases of non-excess property 
of the Administration, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
5746, NASA ENHANCED USE LEAS-
ING EXTENSION ACT OF 2021 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 868 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 868 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5746) to amend 
title 51, United States Code, to extend the 
authority of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration to enter into leases of 
non-excess property of the Administration, 
with the Senate amendment thereto, and to 
consider in the House, without intervention 
of any point of order, a motion offered by the 
chair of the Committee on House Adminis-
tration or her designee that the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment with an 
amendment consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 117-28. The Senate amend-
ment and the motion shall be considered as 
read. The motion shall be debatable for one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on House Administration or their 
respective designees. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the motion 
to its adoption without intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
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FISCHBACH), my good friend, pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 

today the Committee on Rules met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 868, 
providing for consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 5746. 

The rule makes in order a motion of-
fered by the chair of the Committee on 
House Administration or her designee 
that the House concur in the Senate 
amendment with an amendment con-
sisting of the text of the Freedom to 
Vote, John R. Lewis Act. The rule pro-
vides 1 hour of debate on the motion 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion or their designees. 

Madam Speaker, this is about more 
than a bill, and it is about more than a 
process. This is a rescue mission to 
save American democracy. Because 
right now, we are in the midst of the 
most significant period of voter sup-
pression in recent history. 

All across the country, in service to 
a lie started by the former President 
and spread by some in this very body, 
State legislatures are moving to make 
it harder for people to cast their ballot. 
Polling places are being closed so the 
nearest location is now miles and miles 
away. Early voting times are being 
slashed during this global pandemic, so 
it is now too unsafe for some people to 
vote. Purges of voting rolls, including 
faulty voter purges, are becoming more 
likely and more common. And strict 
voter ID laws are being used to dis-
enfranchise more and more people from 
casting their ballots. 

Madam Speaker, in one State, it has 
even become illegal to provide voters 
waiting in line with food and water. 
That is why we are here today, because 
some believe that the only way for 
them to win is to rig an election. This 
is voter nullification pure and simple. 

Now, many on the other side want us 
to turn a blind eye to all of this, just 
like they turned a blind eye to the in-
surrection and the creeping 
authoritarianism. Well, I am not will-
ing to look away. People fought and 
died for the freedom to vote in this 
country. We served with someone who 
nearly gave his life for the right to 
vote—Congressman John Lewis. 

He was beaten by mobs using base-
ball bats and chains, attacked by racist 
members of the KKK, and even thrown 
in jail. But still, still he fought for the 
freedom to vote. If he was willing to 
withstand all that to do what is right, 
then certainly we can cast a vote to de-
fend our democracy. 

John once said, ‘‘Change often takes 
time. It rarely happens all at once. In 
the movement, we didn’t know how 
history would play itself out. When we 
were getting arrested or waiting in jail 
or standing in unmovable lines on the 
courthouse steps, we didn’t know what 
would happen, but we knew it had to 
happen.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I don’t know what 
will happen in the Senate, but I know 
that this vote has to happen, because 
the freedom to vote is under assault. 
We have a system today that under-
mines the civil rights of the young, the 
poor, and those who don’t look like me. 
It is a system that has allowed Presi-
dents to win elections despite losing 
the popular vote. It is a system that 
has allowed politicians to gerrymander 
their way into office. And it is a sys-
tem that gives the 26 least popular 
States, representing just 17 percent of 
the country, the chance to derail legis-
lation that the vast majority of Ameri-
cans support. 

Madam Speaker, that is the reality 
of the Senate filibuster. And make no 
mistake, despite the claims by some, 
the filibuster is not sacrosanct. It has 
been changed over 161 times in the last 
five decades. And nowhere—nowhere— 
does it appear in the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Just recently, a bipartisan group of 
Senators came together to advance a 
filibuster carveout to raise the debt 
ceiling. Now, I am glad that they did. 
That was the right thing to do. A de-
fault would have been catastrophic for 
our economy. Certainly, allowing a 
carveout for voting rights is also the 
right thing to do. 

We need to pass the Freedom to Vote: 
John R. Lewis Act to ensure that every 
American has the ability to make their 
voice and vote heard in our democracy. 
And I wish we could get a majority of 
Republicans to support voting rights. 
You know, they used to. The Voting 
Rights Act was reauthorized four times 
with overwhelming bipartisan support, 
including in 2006 under the Presidency 
of Republican George W. Bush. 

But something has changed. This 
isn’t your grandfather’s Republican 
Party anymore. It is a party defined by 
the big lie, wild conspiracy theories, 
and winning elections by trying to sup-
press the vote. To set a standard that 
we must act on this bill or that the 
Senate should act on filibuster reform 
only if Republicans come along is a 
fool’s errand. 

Madam Speaker, on what planet are 
the people causing the problem going 
to help solve it? 

Now, I would rather be on the side of 
John Lewis than cast my lot with the 
big lie. I would rather go it alone to de-
fend our democracy than do nothing 
together. And yes, I would rather lose 
an election than win by rigging the 
outcome. This fight may not be new 
but it has never been more urgent. 

Madam Speaker, history is watching. 
And this moment is bigger than any of 
us. With the future of our democracy in 

the balance, I pray that my colleagues 
join me in saying the same and sup-
porting this rule and the underlying 
measure. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I thank the Representative 
from Massachusetts for yielding me the 
customary 30 minutes. 

Madam Speaker, today we were in-
formed by the majority at the last 
minute that we would be brought in to 
discuss the NASA Enhanced Use Leas-
ing Extension Act of 2021, which was 
amended by the Senate and will be 
amended yet again here in the House, if 
this rule passes. 

I don’t think anyone here is surprised 
by yet another last-minute meeting, 
but I am starting to feel the effects 
from all of the whiplash over the last 
year. This time, House Democrats seek 
to insert the Freedom to Vote Act and 
the Voting Rights Advancement Act as 
a last-ditch effort to cater to the Sen-
ate majority’s sporadic attempts to get 
something passed for their radical 
base, even though we all know neither 
of these bills will pass through the Sen-
ate. 

House Democrats and Senator SCHU-
MER still need bipartisan support for 
this partisan bill. And certain other 
Senators in their party have yet to 
cede to the fringe of their party and go 
nuclear on a longstanding Senate prin-
ciple, the filibuster. Whatever the 
thought process behind this effort to-
night, it is disappointing that it is yet 
another deeply partisan attempt to 
Federalize all elections. 

Madam Speaker, the Constitution 
places the responsibility for elections 
at the State level and has a long his-
tory of letting each State run their 
own elections. But H.R. 4, a component 
of this bill, would grant the Federal 
Government unprecedented control 
over State and local elections. It would 
empower the Attorney General to bully 
States and force them to seek Federal 
approval before making changes to 
their own voting laws. 

Madam Speaker, this is an assault on 
the rights of States and local govern-
ments to manage their own elections. 
The right to vote is one of our most 
fundamental rights as citizens. It is up-
setting to see the majority take advan-
tage of this important issue because 
they are so desperate to maintain their 
power. This can be seen almost explic-
itly in the Freedom to Vote Act, which 
includes a new campaign finance provi-
sion that would ensure certain can-
didates receive millions of dollars in 
public funding for running a campaign. 

The majority does not discuss this 
provision very often, but do the Amer-
ican people really want public dollars 
to go to fund campaigns? 

State oversight in elections is impor-
tant. Like so many things, the major-
ity fails to recognize what works best 
for one State is not necessarily going 
to work in another State or across the 
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country. States know what practices 
work best for their voters, as they have 
done throughout history. It was not 
hard to find many flaws in this bill, 
and I was able to do so with less than 
an hour’s time. But I remained dis-
appointed in the priorities and prac-
tices of this majority. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 2140 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the distinguished 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
today is my birthday, and I could not 
think of a better gift for the American 
people. 

In the last 24 hours, we found that 
five States—Republicans—decided to 
put in false certifications to determine 
that Trump actually won the Novem-
ber 2020 election. In a bill in Texas that 
was passed after the big lie, they al-
lowed the legislature to overturn a 
duly held election. 

Do you not think there is a siege on 
the rightful vote of Americans no mat-
ter who they are, of people of color and 
young people? 

I am so happy that we decided to 
move forward on the Freedom to Vote: 
John R. Lewis Act that will stop the 
detrimental gerrymandering that 
wants to eliminate Members of color. 

It is time now that the relic of the 
filibuster no longer promotes discrimi-
nation and racism but frankly that we 
move on protecting democracy, on cra-
dling democracy, on recognizing that 
we are patriots who stand to support 
the idea of the Constitution. 

Madam Speaker, I support this rule 
because the Constitution rules and the 
American people deserve the right to 
vote. 

Madam Speaker, as Chair of the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime, Homeland Security, 
and Terrorism, and a senior member of the 
Homeland Security, and Budget Committees, I 
rise in strong support of the rule governing de-
bate for the Senate Amendment to H.R. 5746, 
the ‘‘Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act.’’ 

We are here tonight because we must act, 
and this legislation provides the tools to ad-
dress discriminatory practices and seeks to 
protect all Americans’ right to vote. 

On August 6, 1965, in the Rotunda of the 
Capitol, President Johnson addressed the na-
tion before signing the Voting Rights Act— 
considered the most effective civil rights stat-
ute ever enacted by Congress: 

‘‘The vote is the most powerful instrument 
ever devised by man for breaking down injus-
tice and destroying the terrible walls which im-
prison men because they are different from 
other men.’’ 

This bill is the result of tireless work and 
compromise by my colleagues in the House 
and my colleagues in the Senate. 

The signing of the Voting Rights Act came 
after, in that same year, in Selma, Alabama, 
hundreds of heroic souls risked their lives for 
freedom and to secure the right to vote for all 
Americans by their participation in marches for 
voting rights on ‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ ‘‘Turn-

around Tuesday,’’ or the final, completed 
march from Selma to Montgomery. 

Those ‘‘foot soldiers’’ of Selma, brave and 
determined men and women, boys and girls, 
persons of all races and creeds, loved their 
country so much that they were willing to risk 
their lives to make it better, to bring it even 
closer to its founding ideals. 

The foot soldiers marched because they be-
lieved that all persons have dignity and the 
right to equal treatment under the law, and in 
the making of the laws, which is the funda-
mental essence of the right to vote. 

On that day, Sunday, March 7, 1965, more 
than 600 civil rights demonstrators, including 
our beloved former colleague, the late Con-
gressman John Lewis of Georgia, were bru-
tally attacked by state and local police at the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge as they marched from 
Selma to Montgomery in support of the right to 
vote. 

‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ was a defining moment in 
American history because it crystallized for the 
nation the necessity of enacting a strong and 
effective federal law to protect the right to vote 
of every American. 

However, since the enactment of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, the right to vote has been 
under constant assault. 

The Voting Rights Act was enacted at a 
time when many African Americans in south-
ern states had been denied the right to vote, 
and when attempting to register, organize, or 
even assist others in their attempt to register 
to vote meant risking their jobs, homes, and 
racial violence. 

Prior to the enactment of the VRA, litigation 
initiated under the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 
and 1960 failed to eliminate discrimination in 
voting because jurisdictions simply shifted to 
different tactics in order to disenfranchise Afri-
can Americans. 

Nearly fifty-seven years later, we face an-
other turning point in the life of the nation and 
for the dignity of men and women and the 
destiny of democracy. 

Although the Supreme Court has described 
the right to vote as the one right that is pre-
servative of all others, this ‘‘powerful instru-
ment that can break down the walls of injus-
tice’’ faces grave threats. 

The threat stems from the decision issued in 
June 2013 by the Supreme Court in Shelby 
County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 193 (2013), which 
invalidated Section 4(b) of the VRA, and para-
lyzed the application of the VRA’s Section 5 
preclearance requirements. 

According to the Supreme Court majority, 
the reason for striking down Section 4(b) was 
that ‘‘times change.’’ 

Now, the Court was right; times have 
changed. 

But what the Court did not fully appreciate 
is that the positive changes it cited are due al-
most entirely to the existence and vigorous 
enforcement of the Voting Rights Act, and that 
is why the Voting Rights Act is still needed. 

As Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg stated in 
Shelby County v. Holder, ‘‘[t]hrowing out 
preclearance when it has worked and is con-
tinuing to work to stop discriminatory changes 
is like throwing away your umbrella in a rain-
storm because you are not getting wet.’’ 

The current Supreme Court majority has 
simply never understood, or refuses to accept, 
the fundamental importance of the right to 
vote, free of discriminatory hurdles and obsta-
cles. 

In fact, were it not for the 24th Amendment, 
I venture to say that this conservative majority 
on the Court would subject poll taxes and lit-
eracy tests to the review standard enunciated 
in Brnovich v. DNC. 

Protecting voting rights and combating voter 
suppression schemes are two of the critical 
challenges facing our great democracy. 

Without safeguards to ensure that all citi-
zens have equal access to the polls, more in-
justices are likely to occur and the voices of 
millions silenced. 

And this is exactly what we have seen over 
this past year. 

The polarization of Americans is ever in-
creasing, as seen during the 2020 election 
through tactics meant to impede the right of 
certain Americans to vote, such as the re-
moval of mailboxes and the closing of postal 
stations in order to impede mail-in voting. 

After the former president was soundly de-
feated at the ballot box in what experts unani-
mously proclaim was the most secure election 
in history, still the former president and his 
cronies propagated the Big Lie that the elec-
tion was illegitimate because it was rife with 
fraud. 

The former president persisted in this spe-
cious claim even though, despite ample oppor-
tunities to do so, they produced not a scintilla 
of evidence to persuade any of the 61 state 
and federal courts that entertained the claims. 

But to this has been added reactionary state 
laws passed or introduced to suppress, 
abridge, restrict, or deny the right to vote of 
millions of eligible Americans, particularly per-
sons of color, young persons and persons with 
disabilities, and working parents, precisely the 
constellation of persons whose votes deter-
mined the outcome of the 2020 presidential 
election. 

In the aftermath of the 2020 election, ac-
cording to the Brennan Center For Justice, be-
tween January 1 and July 14, 2021, at least 
18 states enacted 30 laws that restrict access 
to the vote, some making mail voting and 
early voting more difficult, others imposing 
harsher voter ID requirements, and making 
faulty voter purges more likely. 

In total, more than 400 bills with provisions 
that restrict voting access have been intro-
duced in 49 states in the 2021 legislative ses-
sions. 

My home state of Texas is ground zero for 
this desperate effort to hold back an American 
future led by the ascendant coalition of young, 
racially diverse and all other tolerant, imagina-
tive, and innovative voters who became ener-
gized and inspired by Barack Obama in 2008 
and the belief in a new and just America. 

To combat not their ideas but instead their 
increasing numbers, the Republican legislature 
and Governor of Texas passed and signed 
into law SB1, which: 

Bans drive-thru voting, 24-hour voting, and 
the distribution of mailin ballot applications; 

imposes new and extraneous ID require-
ments for voting by mail; 

authorizing ‘‘free movement’’ to partisan poll 
watchers, effectively turning them into vote 
suppression vigilantes; 

requires monthly checks of voting rolls to fa-
cilitate purging unwanted voters; and 

imposes onerous new rules for voter assist-
ance. 

All of this is more than enough to sound the 
warning bell that we are now engaged, as 
President Lincoln observed at Gettysburg, in a 
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great contest testing the proposition that this 
nation, or any nation conceived in liberty and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men and 
women are created equal, can long endure. 

This is the present crisis in which we find 
ourselves and it indeed is soul trying. 

But as Thomas Paine wrote on Christmas 
Eve in 1776: 

‘‘The summer soldier and the sunshine pa-
triot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service 
of their country; but he that stands by it now, 
deserves the love and thanks of man and 
woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily con-
quered; yet we have this consolation with us, 
that the harder the conflict, the more glorious 
the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we 
esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that 
gives everything its value.’’ 

The work for civil rights and voting rights in-
volved tens of thousands of individuals who 
fought to correct the course of the nation by 
setting it on a path of equal rights and justice 
for all. 

The efforts of Dr. Martin Luther King, Ralph 
Abernathy, Andrew Young, Hosea Williams, 
Coretta Scott King, and John Robert Lewis, 
among others, as well as the thousands of 
foot soldiers in the civil rights movement suc-
ceeded in waking the nation to the idea that 
change was needed. 

The result of their work was the establish-
ment of protections that allowed voters of 
every race, creed, color, and political belief to 
cast ballots free of interference or threat. 

The blood spilled during these difficult times 
is not forgotten by the communities that saw 
and experienced these battles, which is why 
laws like Texas SB1 cannot go unanswered 
by the United States House of Representa-
tives and Senate. 

To meet the challenge we have been called 
upon to face and overcome, what is needed is 
for men and women of courage, conscience, 
and conviction to step forward and come to 
the aid of their country by passing the Free-
dom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act to strengthen 
the foundation of our democracy upon which 
all else depends, including the important nec-
essary investments to Build Back Better and 
mitigate the effects of Climate Change. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote in favor 
of this rule governing debate of Freedom to 
Vote: John R. Lewis Act. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BABIN). 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
prevented by House rules from using 
the profanity that I would like to be-
cause I stand here absolutely outraged. 
I am outraged because the Democrats 
have outdone themselves with this lie. 
I am outraged because the Democrats 
have made a mockery of bipartisan col-
laboration for cheap political gain. I 
am outraged because Democrats have 
not an ounce of respect for this institu-
tion or the rules or the consequences of 
their actions in this Chamber. 

A few hours ago, H.R. 5746 was the 
NASA Enhanced Use Leasing Exten-
sion Act, a simple three-page bill that 
was good for NASA, good for our space 
industry, and good for our taxpayers, a 
bill that I was very proud to cosponsor. 

Now, in the dark of night, this bill 
has been hijacked and mutilated to be-
come the latest iteration of the Demo-

crats’ Federal takeover of our election 
system—a wolf in sheep’s clothing. In 
fact, the only thing left from this origi-
nal bill is its number. 

What is worse, I can’t even remove 
my name as a cosponsor. Isn’t it ironic 
that the same bill the Democrats are 
using as a vehicle to steal elections in 
perpetuity was itself stolen? I can’t say 
that I am surprised. Just like with 
elections, if they can’t do it legally, 
Democrats will find a way to hijack 
and steal it—all of this from the party 
who claims Republicans are the ob-
structionists. Give me a break. 

Madam Speaker, I demand that my 
name be removed from this Trojan 
horse, and I urge every single one of 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair cannot entertain the gentleman’s 
request. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
am not going to be lectured about re-
spect for this institution by anybody 
who after a violent attack against this 
Capitol, the people who work here, this 
democracy—after a violent attack, 
them then coming to this House floor 
and voting to overturn, to nullify the 
will of the American people with no 
basis of fact at all to do that. I will not 
be lectured by anybody who would do 
such a thing. Quite frankly, I think it 
is unconscionable. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI), the distinguished Speaker of 
the House. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Massachu-
setts, the distinguished chair of the 
Rules Committee, for his leadership in 
bringing this important legislation to 
the floor tonight to enable us to fight 
for voting rights tomorrow when we 
vote for the legislation. Many of us will 
have more to say tomorrow on the sub-
stance of that bill, but I just want to 
place this action in time. 

Today is a historic day because we 
are taking a big step forward thanks to 
the leadership of the distinguished ma-
jority leader in the Senate, CHUCK 
SCHUMER. We are in a position now to 
take a step forward with this rule to 
enable us to debate the bill tomorrow 
to fight for voting rights. 

Yesterday, President Biden made it 
crystal clear that the Senate must find 
a path forward to enshrine critical vot-
ing rights legislation into law. That 
was yesterday. 

Today, House Democrats will take 
another step to defend our democracy 
with legislation called the Freedom to 
Vote: John R. Lewis Act. We will send 
it to the Senate for urgent consider-
ation after we debate it and vote on it 
tomorrow. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
JOHN SARBANES from Maryland. This is 
a bill that we have voted on in the last 
Congress but also in this Congress, in 
this House of Representatives. We 
voted for the For the People Act, which 
is the essence of the legislation we are 
considering now. It was H.R. 1 in the 
House. 

In addition to that, it is attached to 
H.R. 4, the John R. Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement Act, which will be 
part of this package tomorrow because 
of the leadership of CHUCK SCHUMER; 
JOHN SARBANES; ZOE LOFGREN; TERRI 
SEWELL, who has carried this legisla-
tion again and again; Mr. BUTTERFIELD; 
the distinguished chair of the Judici-
ary Committee, Mr. NADLER; and so 
many people. 

b 2150 

We have had this debate over and 
over again in the House and in this 
Congress, so when I hear people say, 
‘‘Oh, here comes a bill that has never 
seen the light of day,’’ no. We had a 
vote in the House on this already. We 
had a vote on this in the House al-
ready, and this is as it came back to us 
this time from the Senate. 

Yesterday, as I said, the President 
made it crystal clear that we had to 
get something done. Again, Mr. 
MCGOVERN is giving us that oppor-
tunity now. So I just want to say that 
is why this is necessary. It has been 
said in the gentleman’s committee this 
evening—but let me just be brief be-
cause the night is getting on—since we 
passed the bill before, and in the course 
of the year, the Republicans have con-
tinued their assault on voting rights in 
our country. 

Nearly 400 bills were introduced, 20 of 
them enacted into law, which not only 
suppressed the vote, making it harder 
for people of color and people with dis-
abilities—people—to vote, but also leg-
islation to nullify the vote. 

It doesn’t matter how the people 
vote; it matters how the people we ap-
point decide how they vote. That is not 
a democracy. It strikes to the heart of 
a democracy. 

It strikes to the heart of a democ-
racy, and that is why this legislation is 
even more necessary than when it was 
first introduced. It is a continuation in 
legislatures across the country of the 
assault that was made on this Capitol 
to undermine the Constitution, the 
Capitol, the Congress, and our democ-
racy on January 6. 

As the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts mentioned earlier, there 
was not even a vote to accept on the 
part of many on the other side of the 
aisle the results of that election. I 
thank Mr. MCGOVERN not only for his 
leadership tonight but for that dan-
gerous day for him to take over the 
chair after the security spirited me out 
because of threats on my life. 

So, again, this is urgent. It is a re-
peat of what we have done and done 
again and again. We are glad that the 
Senate is ready to receive this next 
iteration with very little change from 
what we had passed before. 

In Georgia, when President Biden de-
livered a clarion call to defend our de-
mocracy, he said: ‘‘I will not yield. I 
will not flinch. I will defend your 
right,’’ he said to folks, ‘‘to vote and 
our democracy against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic. And so the question 
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is: Where will the institution of the 
United States Senate stand?’’ 

Well, we will see. We had the ques-
tion of the filibuster. Now, until we 
had this debate on this voting rights 
and filibuster has become a discussion, 
what was your view, Madam Speaker, 
of what that word meant? 

When somebody said they were going 
to filibuster something or they were 
engaged in a filibuster, you thought 
they were going to talk for a long time, 
to filibuster, to talk for a long time, 
not to obstruct justice, not to obstruct 
debate, not to obstruct the majority to 
be able to take a vote, to discuss some-
thing. 

By passing the Freedom to Vote: 
John R. Lewis Act, the Democratic 
House will make clear that we in this 
House stand with the President, yes, 
but with the American people to fight 
for voting rights. 

Nothing less is at stake than our de-
mocracy. The sanctity of the vote and 
the integrity of our elections is what is 
at stake. 

I thank all of our colleagues who par-
ticipated in this for their committed 
leadership for the people in the fight 
for voting rights. 

Madam Speaker, I urge an ‘‘aye’’ 
vote. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER). 

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from Minnesota 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I am glad that it 
was brought up tonight, those who 
have served and been willing to give 
their lives for this country. 

If we are going to talk about num-
bers, let’s talk about the numbers in 
2020. More people voted in 2020 than 
ever in the history of this country be-
fore, yet we are talking about suppres-
sion. 

Well, under Democratic leadership, 
our country is breaking records: 
record-high inflation, record-high ille-
gal border crossings, historic levels of 
drug and human trafficking across the 
border, skyrocketing energy prices, 
surging crime rates, and countless 
empty shelves in grocery stores across 
the country. 

Americans are watching the dollar of 
their paycheck literally shrink before 
their eyes in real time as inflation 
spikes to the highest levels that we 
have seen in 40 years. 

The border is an absolute disaster. I 
was there last week. Illegal border 
crossings are, again, the highest ever, 
with close to 2 million illegal appre-
hensions under President Biden’s 
watch. Fentanyl has crossed our south-
ern border at levels that we have never 
seen before, and it is the leading killer 
of young adults in this country— 
100,000-plus lives in 2021. 

Instead of bolstering American en-
ergy security, the White House is 
spending their time lobbying for a Rus-
sian pipeline that will most certainly 
be used as a weapon against our allies 
in Eastern Europe. 

The policies of this administration 
and the Democratic Congress have led 
us into a record-breaking season of cri-
ses. But instead of working to fix these 
issues, my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle are attempting to distract 
the American people. 

Do we really think that Americans 
aren’t paying attention? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield the gentleman from Texas an ad-
ditional 30 seconds. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Tonight, Democrats 
are twisting the rules to pass a bill to 
nationalize our election system, allow-
ing for hard-earned taxpayer dollars to 
finance political campaigns and hand-
ing control of congressional district 
boundaries to the powers that be in 
Washington, requiring States to allow 
felons to vote, and overriding wildly 
popular voter ID laws. 

To reference the President’s dis-
appointing speech yesterday, sup-
porting voter ID or opposing this Wash-
ington power grab does not make you 
George Wallace or Jefferson Davis. 
That is nonsense. Americans deserve a 
President and a government that will 
lead us out of crises, not create them. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me just remind my colleagues 
that voter suppression takes many 
forms. Sometimes it is Republican 
State legislatures making it more dif-
ficult for people to vote. Sometimes it 
is members of bodies like this that, on 
one hand, brag about the record turn-
out in the last election but have been 
working overtime to try to nullify and 
to try to disqualify the votes of the 
people of this country. It is stunning. 

Madam Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD a July 2, 2021, U.S. News and 
World Report article titled ‘‘Report: 
Republican-Led State Legislatures 
Pass Dozens of Restrictive Voting 
Laws in 2021.’’ 

[From U.S. News, July 2, 2021] 
REPORT: REPUBLICAN-LED STATE LEGISLA-

TURES PASS DOZENS OF RESTRICTIVE VOTING 
LAWS IN 2021 

(By Horus Alas) 
STATES WITH REPUBLICAN LEGISLATURES HAVE 

PASSED WAVES OF NEW LAWS MAKING IT 
HARDER FOR CONSTITUENTS TO VOTE IN RE-
SPONSE TO THE 2020 ELECTION, EXPERTS SAY 
The Supreme Court issued a new ruling on 

Thursday that upheld two Arizona laws re-
stricting organizations’ ability to collect 
mail-in ballots as well as invalidating bal-
lots cast in the wrong precinct. Critics say 
the court’s decision further erodes landmark 
voting protections codified by the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

The court’s ruling follows a report finding 
that as of mid-June, 17 states had passed 28 
laws making it harder for constituents to 
vote in 2021, according to the Brennan Center 
for Justice at New York University’s School 
of Law. The report notes that the last year 
a similar number of laws passed restricting 
access to the ballot was 2011—when 14 states 
had enacted 19 such measures by October. 

Eliza Sweren-Becker, a voting rights and 
elections counsel at the Brennan Center, 

called the new wave of voting laws ‘‘an un-
precedented assault on voting rights’’ as well 
as ‘‘a voter suppression effort we haven’t 
seen since the likes of Jim Crow.’’ 

The nation’s high court previously gutted 
a key provision of the Voting Rights Act in 
2013, when Chief Justice John Roberts wrote 
a majority opinion arguing that jurisdictions 
with a history of racial discrimination in 
voting should no longer be subject to over-
sight from the Department of Justice before 
effecting changes to their voting laws. 

The Brennan Center report attributes this 
year’s batch of restrictive voting laws to 
‘‘racist voter fraud allegations behind the 
Big Lie (a reference to former President 
Donald Trump’s repeated false claims of a 
rigged election) and a desire to prevent fu-
ture elections from achieving the historic 
turnout seen in 2020.’’ 

Commenting on the former president’s 
claims of mass voter fraud, Sweren-Becker 
says, ‘‘We know that’s false, but we have of-
ficials at the state level passing these laws 
making it harder for people to vote.’’ 

Some of the specific provisions in these 
laws that can have a negative impact on 
voter turnout according to the Brennan Cen-
ter include restrictions on voting by mail— 
some 63.9 million ballots had been sent as of 
Election Day 2020, data from the U.S. Elec-
tions Project indicated—challenges to in- 
person voting, and limitations on the num-
ber of mail ballot drop boxes in precincts. 

According to Sweren-Becker, Republican 
lawmakers in state legislatures across the 
country are capitalizing on Trump’s repeated 
claims of voter fraud to pass these measures. 

‘‘What is very clear is that we had a very 
successful election last year with historic 
turnout that was certified as one of the 
safest, most secure elections,’’ she says. 
‘‘And we are hearing (about claims of voter 
fraud) as pretextual motives .... These laws 
are being enacted in Republican-controlled 
legislatures, in many cases on purely party- 
line votes.’’ 

States differ in their structuring of these 
laws as well. 

The report specifically calls out Florida, 
Georgia and Iowa for passing comprehensive 
omnibus bills that ‘‘undertake a full-fledged 
assault on voting.’’ In contrast, certain 
states including Arkansas and Montana have 
passed piecemeal voting restrictions through 
four separate bills each. 

Sweren-Becker says advocates are consid-
ering two primary avenues to challenge some 
of these new voting laws: court litigation 
and federal voting reform legislation. 

‘‘Litigation is happening already, in states 
like Georgia, Iowa, Florida. But that is a 
piecemeal state-by-state approach,’’ she 
says. ‘‘And that’s why a federal policy like 
the For the People Act and the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Act are so necessary because 
they will be applicable to people across the 
country.’’ 

As of mid-June, Senate Democrats were 
still wrangling the necessary votes to pass 
either of these voting rights measures in the 
face of expected unified Republican opposi-
tion. 

But even as some states face litigation for 
measures they’ve passed, others still have 
active legislative sessions where observers 
worry that more voting restriction measures 
may follow. 

Sweren-Becker says voting rights advo-
cates should focus on pressuring state law-
makers in Pennsylvania—a state with a Re-
publican-controlled legislature that adjourns 
in December—and Texas, where a special ses-
sion will begin July 8, after Democrats 
walked out on a vote for a bill that would in-
crease vote by mail restrictions and limit 
early voting hours at the end of the regular 
session. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:18 Jan 13, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JA7.046 H12JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H69 January 12, 2022 
Despite outcry from Democrats, Texas 

Gov. Greg Abbott has struck a defiant tone 
on his state’s omnibus voting measure, SB7. 
In response to a tweet from the Texas Attor-
ney General detailing the booking of a sus-
pect charged with voter fraud, Abbott wrote: 
‘‘Voter fraud is real and Texas will prosecute 
it whenever and wherever it happens. We will 
continue to make it easy to vote but hard to 
cheat.’’ 

Sweren-Becker says the frenetic pace of 
this year’s restrictive voting bills—the Bren-
nan Center’s report noted 61 bills with re-
strictive provisions continuing to move 
through 18 state legislatures as of June 21— 
makes it ‘‘essential to pass federal democ-
racy reform that ensures that people can 
freely and safely cast their ballots.’’ 

And while these bills’ language tends to 
omit race, Sweren-Becker says that several 
of their provisions do end up targeting access 
to the ballot for voters of color. 

She notes ‘‘the policy in the Texas bill 
that banned early voting hours during the 
Sunday before Election Day, which very 
clearly targets souls to the polls efforts that 
are clearly organized by Black churches,’’ as 
well as increased challenges to voting by 
mail, ‘‘after a wave of increased mail voting 
last year, and particularly by voters of color 
and young voters.’’ 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
one voting rights expert said in this 
piece that we are in the midst of ‘‘a 
voter suppression effort we haven’t 
seen since the likes of Jim Crow.’’ 

To suggest that this isn’t happening 
is to ignore reality. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS). 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, this bill we got in 
short order tonight does not reflect the 
actual text, and once again, the Rules 
Committee had very short notice to 
consider the text without really any 
chance of being able to read it. Cer-
tainly, we are now on the floor with no 
chance to amend it. 

It is supposed to be a NASA-focused 
bill, but it is actually a Trojan horse, a 
Trojan horse the Democrats are using 
to drastically change election law and 
do it without any input from Repub-
licans, no input in the Rules Com-
mittee, no input here on the floor, and 
no chance to amend it in the House Ad-
ministration Committee. 

It is a messaging bill from Democrats 
to get a bill quickly passed in the Sen-
ate while they have an agreement. We 
saw how difficult their chaotic at-
tempts to pass Build Back Better be-
came and how that bill eventually 
failed. 

It is ridiculous that such large 
changes to longstanding law would 
happen approaching the middle of the 
night when the American people likely 
won’t realize until after the fact what 
we have done. And that could be no 
surprise. 

Does anybody really think the Amer-
ican people voted for 8 percent infla-
tion, for gas lines, for gas at over $4 a 
gallon, and for a chaotic foreign policy 
that has caused the death of many of 

our allies and many of our servicemen 
as the exit from Afghanistan showed? 

No. No one voted for that. Yet we are 
told that there is no problem, that we 
will just push ahead and we are going 
to get this done. 

We have a lot of issues that we could 
face, that Americans are facing right 
now. There is no oversight of the 
COVID relief bills amid reporting of 
waste and abuse. Inflation is sky-high; 
grocery shelves are empty; and the cri-
sis continues on our southern border. 

b 2200 
Congress has provided over $5 trillion 

in coronavirus relief funds, but no 
oversight. Billions of dollars remain 
unspent, and inflation is at its highest 
level in decades. 

Right before Christmas the President 
said everybody ought to get a COVID 
test and, by golly, he would make them 
available. They are not available 
today. I went online and ordered some 
because I thought, this may be impor-
tant. I received them 21⁄2 weeks later. 
Of course, I paid for them. These 
weren’t free from the government. 

But there aren’t enough COVID tests, 
and the hospitals and healthcare facili-
ties are on life support. 

What is our administration doing? 
What is our Democratic leadership in 
Congress doing? Nothing. 

Our response should not be so unco-
ordinated and ineffective going into 
the third year of this pandemic. And 
let me just point out, we have not had 
a single hearing in the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, where we have 
jurisdiction over this, on this very 
issue. 

Another national crisis are the hun-
dreds of thousands of migrants pouring 
over our southern border since Presi-
dent Biden took office and declared an 
open border. Our frontline border offi-
cials are overwhelmed and under- 
resourced. The open now sign remains 
on. 

And even more concerning, we re-
quire our Federal agents to take a vac-
cine. It is a mandated vaccine. And yet, 
the people coming in, it is voluntary. 
We will give them a vaccine if they 
would like, but of course, they don’t 
have to take it. 

And I will tell you, being down in El 
Paso last week, it is all about getting 
these kids in the ORR facility, getting 
them pushed through and getting them 
placed with families. The average 
length of stay now at Fort Bliss is 
down to 12 days. That means no back-
ground check. 

What are you going to do when the 
stories start emerging about how these 
children have been misplaced and 
abused in the locations that we now— 
the government—are sending them? We 
are providing the last mile to the car-
tels’ business. 

These crises remain unresolved. Con-
gress could work on these. We are sup-
posed to do that. We are the people’s 
Representatives, and yet we spend our 
time in the middle of the night doing 
something that will never become law. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD a December 24, 
2021 Guardian Article entitled ‘‘Report 
Shows the Extent of Republican Efforts 
to Sabotage Democracy.’’ 

[From The Guardian, Dec, 24, 2021] 
REPORT SHOWS THE EXTENT OF REPUBLICAN 

EFFORTS TO SABOTAGE DEMOCRACY 
The Republican assault on free and fair 

elections instigated by Donald Trump is 
gathering pace, with efforts to sabotage the 
normal workings of American democracy 
sweeping state legislatures across the US. 

A year that began with the violent insur-
rection at the US Capitol is ending with an 
unprecedented push to politicize, criminalize 
or in other ways subvert the nonpartisan ad-
ministration of elections. A year-end report 
from pro-democracy groups identifies no 
fewer than 262 bills introduced in 41 states 
that hijack the election process. 

Of those, 32 bills have become law in 17 
states. 

The largest number of bills is concentrated 
in precisely those states that became the 
focus of Trump’s Stop the Steal campaign to 
block the peaceful transfer of power after he 
lost the 2020 presidential election to Joe 
Biden. Arizona, where Trump supporters in-
sisted on an ‘‘audit’’ to challenge Biden’s 
victory in the state, has introduced 20 sub-
version bills, and Georgia where Trump at-
tempted to browbeat the top election official 
to find extra votes for him has introduced 15 
bills. 

Texas, whose ultra-right Republican group 
has made the state the ground zero of voter 
suppression and election interference, has in-
troduced as many as 59 bills. 

‘‘We’re seeing an effort to hijack elections 
in this country, and ultimately, to take 
power away from the American people. If we 
don’t want politicians deciding our elections, 
we all need to start paying attention,’’ said 
Joanna Lydgate, CEO of the States United 
Democracy Center which is one of the three 
groups behind the report. Protect Democracy 
and Law Forward also participated. 

One of the key ways that Trump-inspired 
state lawmakers have tried to sabotage fu-
ture elections is by changing the rules to 
give legislatures control over vote counts. In 
Pennsylvania, a bill passed in the wake of 
Trump’s defeat that sought to rewrite the 
state’s election law was vetoed by Demo-
cratic governor Tom Wolf. 

Now hard-right lawmakers are trying to 
bypass Wolf’s veto power by proposing a con-
stitutional amendment that would give the 
legislature the power to overrule the state’s 
chief elections officer and create a perma-
nent audit of election counts subject to its 
own will. 

In several states, nonpartisan election offi-
cials who for years have administered ballots 
impartially are being replaced by hyper-par-
tisan conspiracy theorists and advocates of 
Trump’s false claims that the election was 
rigged. In Michigan, county Republican 
groups in eight of the 11 largest counties 
have systematically replaced professional 
administration officials with ‘‘stop the 
steal’’ extremists. 

Several secretaries of state, the top elec-
tion officials responsible for presidential 
election counts, are being challenged by ex-
treme Republicans who participated in try-
ing to overturn the 2020 result. Trump has 
endorsed for the role Mark Finchem in Ari-
zona, Jody Hice in Georgia and Kristina 
Karamo in Michigan who have all claimed 
falsely that Trump won and should now be in 
his second term in the White House. 

Jess Marsden, Counsel at Protect Democ-
racy, said that the nationwide trend of state 
legislatures attempting to interfere with the 
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work of nonpartisan election officials was 
gaining momentum. It’s leading us down an 
antidemocratic path toward an election cri-
sis,’’ she said. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
more than 260 bills were introduced in 
41 States last year to hijack the elec-
tion process. If this isn’t a national 
emergency, I don’t know what the hell 
is. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, if 

we defeat the previous question, Re-
publicans will offer an amendment to 
the rule allowing for the immediate 
consideration of H. Res. 866. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to insert the text of my 
amendment into the RECORD, along 
with extraneous material, immediately 
prior to the vote on the previous ques-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 

this resolution states clearly that the 
right to vote is fundamental to democ-
racy, and that legitimate elections are 
those which are safe from foreign inter-
ference, including illegal votes from 
foreigners. 

The resolution denounces the prac-
tice by some cities in America of giv-
ing the right to vote to noncitizens, in-
cluding foreigners who have violated 
our laws by being here illegally in the 
U.S. 

The resolution states firmly that the 
House of Representatives recognizes 
that allowing illegal immigrants the 
right to vote devalues the vote of every 
United States citizen. 

Madam Speaker, I present this 
amendment, and I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS). 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to defeat the previous question so that 
we can bring up my resolution, H. Res. 
866, to highlight how imperative it is 
for election integrity and voter con-
fidence that only American citizens 
vote in our elections. 

As Members of Congress, most of us 
have attended a naturalization cere-
mony or two during our time of serv-
ice. We have watched these very mov-
ing ceremonies as these prospective 
Americans take the oath of allegiance 
to the United States of America. They 
pledge their allegiance to our country. 
They swear to support and defend the 
Constitution against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic. 

It is one of those moments that 
makes America the greatest country 
on Earth. They have earned the right 
to vote in our elections. 

What New York City and others are 
doing, by allowing nearly a million 
noncitizens to vote, is a slap in the face 
to those who worked hard for that sa-
cred right. While I don’t support what 
New York is doing by any means, it is 
our job that we protect Federal elec-
tions. 

Common sense will tell you that 
combining noncitizens and eligible 
American voters on the same voter 
rolls is ripe for abuse. It is really just 
not practical. 

Currently, in Illinois, noncitizens 
cannot vote, and if they do, they face 
major legal consequences and could be 
deported. But in 2016, Illinois’ Auto-
matic Voter Registration program mis-
takenly registered to vote more than 
500 noncitizens who had done the right 
thing by checking the box stating they 
are not citizens on their driver’s li-
cense applications. 

However, several of these noncitizens 
voted in the 2018 and 2019 elections. 
This does nothing to bolster voter con-
fidence in our elections. In fact, 
Madam Speaker, it does the opposite. 

Not only does this undermine the in-
tegrity of our elections, but the mis-
take by Illinois could also have had 
dire consequences for these individuals 
if they seek citizenship in the future. 

All of this could be prevented if 
States were actually maintaining accu-
rate voter rolls, which has been re-
quired by Federal law for nearly 30 
years. 

Whether intentional or not, we know 
this is happening. It is undermining 
the integrity of our elections. This 
amendment would simply ensure those 
who are noncitizens, who do not have 
the right to vote in Federal elections, 
are removed from States’ voter rolls. 
This is especially critical as my friends 
on the other side of the aisle push for 
a Federal takeover of elections. 

Let’s defeat the previous question so 
that we can take a stand with my reso-
lution to support only citizens voting 
in our elections and encourage States 
to adopt reforms that don’t put non-
citizens at risk of intentionally or un-
intentionally breaking the law by ille-
gally voting in Federal elections. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me just say to my colleagues, 
this is kind of pathetic. It is a non-
binding resolution that does nothing, 
and I guess attacks immigrant parents 
who are involved in local school 
boards, I guess. 

But I mean, really? I mean, this is 
your response to what is happening all 
across this country in terms of the at-
tacks on voting rights? 

The bill that we are talking about 
bringing to the floor, let me just tell 
you some of the things it does. Our bill, 
which will become law, would enhance 
protections for individuals with dis-
abilities. 

It would make Election Day a na-
tional holiday. It would improve elec-
tion security by requiring post-election 
audits and voter-verifiable paper 
records of votes. 

It would protect elections from for-
eign interference. It would promote 
digital ad transparency. 

It would end partisan gerry-
mandering. I can go on and on and on 
and on. 

But the difference here is that I 
think we recognize, and I think, unfor-
tunately, this has become a partisan 
issue because I think there are a lot of 
Independent voters and Republican 
voters across the country who are con-
cerned, like Democrats in the House 
are, about the attacks on voting rights. 

I mean, the idea that we have one 
State that passed a law that said it is 
going to be illegal to give people water 
who wait in a line to be able to cast 
their vote? And we know in some 
States, people have to wait for hours 
and hours and hours to vote. But some-
how, that would be criminalized; that 
that would be forbidden? I mean, give 
me a break. 

I mean, I don’t know what the hell 
happened to the Republican Party. I 
mean, I don’t know when they decided 
that the basis for who they are was a 
big lie. 

We had an election in 2020. As one of 
my colleagues pointed out, a lot of peo-
ple showed up and voted. I mean, the 
people who voted returned me and re-
turned my Republican colleagues and 
brought new Members to this body. 

And yet, they have been working 
overtime to embrace a big lie, after a 
violent insurrection, where people’s 
lives were threatened. Our staff, the 
people who work here, their lives were 
threatened. Madam Speaker, 140 Cap-
itol police officers were injured. After 
all of that, they still embraced the big 
lie and are working to try to nullify 
the legitimate votes of the people of 
this country. 

b 2210 

It is stunning to me. 
So, yeah, to take this, whatever it is, 

meaningless, nonbinding resolution, 
and, I guess, maybe you can say you 
are for something. But it is nothing. It 
is pathetic. Or we can actually do 
something about protecting the right 
of every single person in this country 
to vote. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to remind my colleague 
from Massachusetts that I believe in 
2016 he also objected to certification of 
the election. It doesn’t always sound 
like that when he speaks about the ob-
jections. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, just this morning, we learned 
that inflation rose 7 percent over the 
past year, the highest rate since 1982. 
We have empty shelves, and we have 
unfilled jobs due to the labor shortages 
across the country. Schools are shut-
ting down again, crime is soaring in 
our cities, and faith in our institutions 
is in rapid decline. 

What are Washington Democrats fo-
cused on? They want to blow up the 
rules of Congress so they can pass their 
extremist agenda to federalize local 
elections, legalize ballot harvesting, 
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ban voter ID requirements, and fund 
their own campaigns with precious tax-
payer dollars. It is truly unbelievable 
to the people back home. 

CHUCK SCHUMER says this is a re-
sponse to the 2020 election and the 
State election laws passed in 2021. That 
is obviously not a true statement, be-
cause the bill they are peddling was 
first introduced in 2019. 

Joe Biden says it is to stave off the 
reemergence of a second Jim Crow era 
in States like Texas and Georgia which 
passed election integrity measures this 
year. But that is a ridiculous charge. 
Literally, it is the opposite of the facts 
that any person can verify with a sin-
gle internet search. 

The truth is, Georgia’s law has more 
days of early, in-person voting than 
Joe Biden’s own home State of Dela-
ware. 

The 2020 election saw the highest 
turnout of voters in 120 years, and ac-
cording to the Pew Research Center, 94 
percent of Americans agree it is ‘‘easy 
to vote.’’ 

There is no widespread voter suppres-
sion in this country, and everybody 
knows it. In fact, voter registration 
disparities between minority and non-
minority voters in States like Texas, 
Florida, North Carolina, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana are below the national 
average and lower than Democrat-run 
States like New York, California, and 
Delaware. Those are the facts. 

For Democrats, the only problem 
they are seeking to solve is the prob-
lem of how to secure for themselves 
more votes. 

We have heard in New York, Demo-
crats recently voted to allow foreign 
citizens to vote in American elections. 
You heard it right. It is a blatantly un-
constitutional scheme that defies the 
most basic rule of our system. Seventh 
grade civics: American elections should 
be decided by American citizens. New 
York’s ridiculous new law has been 
challenged in court. We don’t know 
what the outcome of that is going to 
be, but we can all take a stand here to-
night to reaffirm to the people of this 
great Nation that their legally cast 
votes will not be watered down and ne-
gated by the ballots of noncitizens. 

Madam Speaker, if the previous ques-
tion is defeated, Republicans will 
amend the rule to provide for consider-
ation of a resolution that acknowl-
edges this simple truth: Allowing ille-
gal immigrants and noncitizens the 
right to vote devalues the franchise 
and diminishes the voting power of 
United States citizens. 

We all have an opportunity to go on 
record right here tonight to make our 
positions on that issue clear. I urge my 
colleagues to reaffirm the rights of 
U.S. citizens and vote ‘‘no’’ on the pre-
vious question. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me remind everybody: If you vote 
‘‘no’’ on the previous question like my 
Republican colleagues would like you 

to do, you get to pass a meaningless, 
nonbinding resolution. Wow, what a 
courageous thing my friends are doing 
today. 

Let me just say to my colleague from 
Minnesota, Mrs. FISCHBACH, whom I 
have a lot of respect for, yes, some of 
us raised objections in 2016 because we 
were concerned about Russian inter-
ference in our election. I think the 
Mueller report actually proved that we 
were right on that. 

But let me ask her: How many votes 
did we have? None. Of all the people 
that objected, how much time did it 
take? Less than 8 minutes. How many 
Capitol Police, Mrs. FISCHBACH, were 
wounded that day? None. How much vi-
olence occurred in this Capitol that 
day? There was none. How much prop-
erty was destroyed that day? None. 

Compare that to what happened here, 
when many of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, after a violent 
insurrection, after an attack on this 
democracy, came here, with absolutely 
no basis of fact or evidence, and voted 
to nullify the results of a free and fair 
election in the United States of Amer-
ica. 

So when people in this country ex-
press concern—not just Democrats, but 
Independents and Republicans—when 
people express concern about the fu-
ture of our democracy, that is what 
they are talking about. 

Voting rights are under attack in 
State after State after State. We see 
what State legislatures are doing. But 
the right to vote is also being attacked 
when we have Members of this Cham-
ber who actively try to subvert the will 
of the American people. 

So you may think it is no big deal. 
Maybe you think that is what you have 
to do to try to maintain power. But the 
bottom line is, as John Lewis said, the 
right to vote is precious; it is almost 
sacred. We all have to come together, 
Democrats and Republicans, and we 
have to stand up and we have to pro-
tect it. That is what this is about. 

So talk about whatever you want to 
talk about, but the bottom line is, we 
need to do this. This is the right thing 
to do. And by proceeding in this way, 
we will at least ensure that there is a 
debate in the United States Senate, 
and hopefully there will be a vote to 
actually make this into the law of the 
land. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
just want to remind everyone that the 
issue here is the Federal takeover of 
elections. The statement that was 
made was about someone objecting to 
the certification and how that was 
somehow wrong. I just wanted to sim-
ply remind my colleague that he him-
self had voted that way and many of 
the Democrats have, over the years, 
voted to object to certification. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
TENNEY). 

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, once 
again, we find ourselves on the floor of 
the House of Representatives debating 
legislation to enact the great takeover 
of elections by partisan Federal bu-
reaucrats and their friends across the 
aisle and prohibit the most basic vot-
ing rights and security measures en-
trusted to the States and the American 
people. 

The so-called Freedom to Vote Act: 
John R. Lewis Act, which Democrats 
hope to attach as a rider to non-
germane legislation, will undermine 
the very integrity of our elections, not 
improve and increase access to voting, 
a mission we all share. 

The right to vote is sacred and rep-
resents the most important expression 
of self-governance as American citi-
zens. This legislation will further erode 
the confidence of the voters who have 
already lost faith in our ability to en-
sure free and fair elections. 

President Biden and his allies in Con-
gress are yet again pushing unconstitu-
tional legislation to ban popular voter 
ID laws and mandate ballot harvesting. 
This includes States that have already 
passed these commonsense laws to bol-
ster election integrity and guarantee 
that each citizen is guaranteed one 
vote in each election, not more than 
one. 

This legislation also burdens the 
American taxpayer with the obligation 
to fund political campaigns, even for 
those whom they don’t support. Worse, 
this pair of bills will open the door for 
noncitizens to vote, thus undermining 
and diluting the power of sworn citi-
zens to control their government. 

In my home State, Democrats—one- 
party rule in New York City; one-party 
rule in Albany—are already enacting 
these radical policies that drive a dag-
ger into the heart of self-governance. 
This deliberate act to erode our democ-
racy and to weaken the voting power of 
American citizens is not only wrong; it 
is unconstitutional. 

Article II of the New York State Con-
stitution explicitly states that: ‘‘Every 
citizen shall be entitled to vote at 
every election . . .’’ Section 5–102 of 
New York Election Law states: ‘‘No 
person shall be qualified to register for 
and vote at any election unless he’’ or 
she ‘‘is a citizen of the United States 
. . .’’ Finally, the 15th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution also protects the 
right of all eligible citizens to vote. 

Subversive legislation, such as the 
law allowing noncitizens to vote signed 
recently into law in New York City, 
and most of the provisions that we are 
debating today, will, if passed, under-
mine the core principles of freedom and 
individual rights that are enshrined 
and protected by our constitutional 
Republic. 

In fact, a recent ABC News/Ipsos poll 
found that a mere 20 percent of the 
public was very confident in the integ-
rity of our election system. 

Our democratic principles and the be-
lief in the idea of ‘‘one person, one 
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vote’’ are under attack. When our citi-
zens lose faith in the integrity of our 
elections, this is what happens. 

We are at a crossroads. 

b 2220 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield the gentlewoman an additional 20 
seconds. 

Ms. TENNEY. Too many precious 
American souls have sacrificed life and 
limb to protect our sacred right to 
vote. Now is the time to choose self- 
governance by, of, and for the people, 
not a takeover and surrender to par-
tisan bureaucrats. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Just a few quick things. One is, you 
know, I got a little whiplash here be-
cause, on the one hand, I am hearing 
my friends say they don’t want Federal 
interference in local elections, yet that 
is what they are proposing here. Except 
I guess they are not because this is 
nonbinding and doesn’t mean anything. 
I just point that out for the record. 

Secondly, I know my colleague from 
Minnesota. I may have misheard her 
when she said that I voted to nullify 
the election in 2016. There were no 
votes on any of the State electoral col-
lege results. I am a stickler for accu-
racy on things like that. 

Thirdly, let me remind people why 
we are here today. We are here to pass 
the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis 
Act, which would expand automatic 
voter registration and same-day reg-
istration. It would expand early voting. 
It would enhance protections for indi-
viduals with disabilities. It would 
make election day a national holiday. 
It would improve election security. It 
would protect elections from foreign 
interference. 

It will do things that, quite frankly, 
I think most reasonable people—I don’t 
care what their politics may be—would 
think is the right thing to do. 

Unfortunately, what is reasonable 
amongst the American people is not al-
ways reasonable here in the Congress. I 
think the effort that my Republican 
colleagues are engaged in really is 
about nullifying results that they don’t 
like. 

Well, do you know what? We all want 
to win elections, but sometimes we 
lose. It is not pleasant. But if that is 
what the people want, then the people 
should get what they want. 

Madam Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support what we are doing 
here today, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

I have not heard any compelling ar-
guments for pushing either of these 
bills forward because the flaws are 
clear. We cannot create a one-size-fits- 
all election system imposed from 
Washington that requires States to 

provide automatic same-day voter reg-
istration, prevents States from remov-
ing dormant voters from rolls, and 
overrides State ID laws. 

The Freedom to Vote Act would also 
guarantee public dollars would go into 
certain candidates’ coffers. This is all 
nothing more than a partisan play for 
the Democrats to federalize all of 
America’s elections. They are pushing 
it because they think it will help them 
stay in power. Historically, States 
have had oversight of their own elec-
tions. 

While there is always room for im-
provement, let’s keep the Federal Gov-
ernment out of it and leave the States 
to handle their own elections, as has 
been done in the past. 

I oppose the rule and the underlying 
bill, and I urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league from Minnesota for her service 
in this Congress and her service on the 
Rules Committee. 

She said that she hasn’t heard any 
compelling arguments why we should 
pass these bills. Maybe she wasn’t lis-
tening to me because I think I made a 
lot of compelling arguments here today 
about why these bills are incredibly 
important. 

Something is badly, badly broken, 
and we must have the courage to fix it, 
even if that means fixing it alone. That 
is what it means to do the right thing, 
politics be damned. 

This is about more than petty par-
tisanship. This is about whether we de-
fend democracy or we sit back and 
watch its demise. I could never live 
with myself if I did nothing, and I 
think I speak for a lot of my colleagues 
on this side of the aisle. I wish there 
were more colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle who felt that way. 

Working with my colleagues, I am 
going to try to do everything possible 
to stem the insidious tide of voter sup-
pression in this country and the at-
tempts to nullify the will of the Amer-
ican people because there is no guar-
antee that America will forever be a 
democracy. It isn’t planted in our soil. 
It isn’t floating through our air. It is 
us. We are the only ones who can guar-
antee democracy prevails, and this 
vote is about nothing less. 

I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the 
rule and the underlying measure. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mrs. FISCHBACH is as follows: 

AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 868 
At the end of the resolution, add the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. 2. Immediately upon adoption of this 

resolution, the House shall proceed to the 
consideration in the House of the resolution 
(H.Res. 866) recognizing that allowing illegal 
immigrants the right to vote devalues the 
franchise and diminishes the voting power of 
United States citizens. All points of order 
against consideration of the resolution are 

waived. The resolution shall be considered as 
read. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the resolution and pre-
amble to adoption without intervening mo-
tion or demand for division of the question 
except one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

SEC. 3. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of H.Res. 866. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 220, nays 
201, not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 7] 

YEAS—220 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 

Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 

Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
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Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 

Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 

Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—201 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 

Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meijer 

Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—12 

Cartwright 
Cline 
Harris 
Higgins (LA) 

McClintock 
Palmer 
Rogers (AL) 
Rouzer 

Rutherford 
Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 
Wittman 

b 2302 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska changed his 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mrs. TORRES of California changed 
her vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Adams (Ross) 
Auchincloss 

(Clark (MA)) 
Barragán (Beyer) 
Bass (Cicilline) 
Bera (Kilmer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Bonamici 

(Kuster) 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. (Gallego) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brownley 

(Kuster) 
Bush (Bowman) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Cárdenas (Soto) 
Casten 

(Underwood) 
Castor (Soto) 
Chu (Clark (MA)) 
Cleaver (Davids 

(KS)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Cooper (Clark 

(MA)) 
Crawford 

(Stewart) 
Crist (Soto) 
Cuellar (Jackson 

Lee) 
DeFazio (Brown 

(MD)) 
DeGette (Blunt 

Rochester) 
DelBene (Kilmer) 
DeSaulnier 

(Beyer) 
Doggett (Raskin) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Connolly) 
Evans (Mfume) 
Frankel, Lois 

(Clark (MA)) 
Gaetz (Boebert) 
Garamendi 

(Sherman) 
Gohmert (Weber 

(TX)) 
Gomez (Gallego) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Granger (Carter 
(TX)) 

Grijalva (Garcı́a 
(IL)) 

Grothman 
(Fitzgerald) 

Hagedorn (Carl) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Moore (UT)) 
Hudson 

(McHenry) 
Jacobs (NY) 

(Garbarino) 
Jayapal (Raskin) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 
Joyce (PA) 

(Keller) 
Kahele (Case) 
Katko (Meijer) 
Kim (CA) (Steel) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kind (Connolly) 
Kinzinger 

(Meijer) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Lamborn 

(McHenry) 
Langevin 

(Lynch) 
Lawson (FL) 

(Soto) 
Lee (CA) 

(Khanna) 
Leger Fernandez 

(Clark (MA)) 
Lesko (Miller 

(WV)) 
Lieu (Beyer) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Mace (Timmons) 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Maloney, Sean 
Patrick 
(Jeffries) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McCaul (Ellzey) 
McCollum 

(Craig) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 

Meng (Kuster) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Beyer) 
Nadler (Pallone) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Bowman) 
Panetta (Kildee) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Pingree 

(Cicilline) 
Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Garcı́a 

(IL)) 
Price (NC) 

(Connolly) 
Reed (McHenry) 
Reschenthaler 

(Armstrong) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Correa) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Ruppersberger 

(Trone) 
Rush (Kaptur) 
Salazar 

(Gimenez) 
Schrier 

(Spanberger) 
Sires (Pallone) 
Smucker (Keller) 
Speier (Escobar) 
Stansbury 

(Jacobs (CA)) 
Stanton (Levin 

(CA)) 
Suozzi (Raskin) 
Swalwell 

(Gallego) 
Titus (Connolly) 
Tlaib (Khanna) 
Torres (NY) 

(Cicilline) 
Vargas (Correa) 
Vela (Correa) 
Waltz (Mast) 
Waters (Takano) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Cicilline) 
Wilson (SC) 

(Rice (SC)) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER). The question is on 
the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 220, nays 
202, not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 8] 

YEAS—220 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 

Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 

Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 

Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 

Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newman 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 

Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—202 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 

Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 

Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
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Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 

Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 

Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—11 

Cartwright 
Cline 
Harris 
Higgins (LA) 

McClintock 
Palmer 
Rogers (AL) 
Rutherford 

Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 
Wittman 

b 2325 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Adams (Ross) 
Auchincloss 

(Clark (MA)) 
Barragán (Beyer) 
Bass (Cicilline) 
Bera (Kilmer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Bonamici 

(Kuster) 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. (Gallego) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Brownley 

(Kuster) 
Bush (Bowman) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Cárdenas (Soto) 
Casten 

(Underwood) 
Castor (Soto) 
Chu (Clark (MA)) 
Cleaver (Davids 

(KS)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Cooper (Clark 

(MA)) 
Crawford 

(Stewart) 
Crist (Soto) 
Cuellar (Jackson 

Lee) 
DeFazio (Brown 

(MD)) 
DeGette (Blunt 

Rochester) 
DelBene (Kilmer) 
DeSaulnier 

(Beyer) 
Doggett (Raskin) 
Doyle, Michael 

F. (Connolly) 
Evans (Mfume) 
Frankel, Lois 

(Clark (MA)) 
Gaetz (Boebert) 

Garamendi 
(Sherman) 

Gohmert (Weber 
(TX)) 

Gomez (Gallego) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Granger (Carter 
(TX)) 

Grijalva (Garcı́a 
(IL)) 

Grothman 
(Fitzgerald) 

Hagedorn (Carl) 
Herrera Beutler 

(Moore (UT)) 
Hudson 

(McHenry) 
Jacobs (NY) 

(Garbarino) 
Jayapal (Raskin) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 
Joyce (PA) 

(Keller) 
Kahele (Case) 
Katko (Meijer) 
Kim (CA) (Steel) 
Kim (NJ) 

(Pallone) 
Kind (Connolly) 
Kinzinger 

(Meijer) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Pallone) 
Lamborn 

(McHenry) 
Langevin 

(Lynch) 
Lawson (FL) 

(Soto) 
Lee (CA) 

(Khanna) 
Leger Fernandez 

(Clark (MA)) 
Lesko (Miller 

(WV)) 
Lieu (Beyer) 

Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Mace (Timmons) 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Maloney, Sean 
Patrick 
(Jeffries) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McCaul (Ellzey) 
McCollum 

(Craig) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Kuster) 
Moore (WI) 

(Beyer) 
Moulton (Beyer) 
Nadler (Pallone) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

(Bowman) 
Panetta (Kildee) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Pingree 

(Cicilline) 
Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Garcı́a 

(IL)) 
Price (NC) 

(Connolly) 
Reed (McHenry) 
Reschenthaler 

(Armstrong) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Correa) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Ruppersberger 

(Trone) 
Rush (Kaptur) 
Salazar 

(Gimenez) 

Schrier 
(Spanberger) 

Sires (Pallone) 
Smucker (Keller) 
Speier (Escobar) 
Stansbury 

(Jacobs (CA)) 
Stanton (Levin 

(CA)) 
Suozzi (Raskin) 

Swalwell 
(Gallego) 

Titus (Connolly) 
Tlaib (Khanna) 
Torres (NY) 

(Cicilline) 
Vargas (Correa) 
Vela (Correa) 
Waltz (Mast) 
Waters (Takano) 

Watson Coleman 
(Pallone) 

Welch 
(McGovern) 

Wilson (FL) 
(Cicilline) 

Wilson (SC) 
(Rice (SC)) 

f 

THE SENATE SHOULD PASS 
VOTING RIGHTS LEGISLATION 

(Ms. UNDERWOOD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to urge the Senate to protect our 
fundamental right to vote. 

Communities of color are dispropor-
tionately targeted by the wave of voter 
suppression laws we have seen across 
America. These attacks are just the 
latest battle in the centuries-long, ra-
cially fueled war on voting rights in 
our country. 

But the right to vote is foundational 
to our democracy. Without it, we 
would cease to be a government of, by, 
and for the people. 

This is a life-and-death issue for 
America itself. The late Congressman 
John Lewis wrote that ‘‘Democracy is 
not a state. It is an act.’’ 

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
act, to prioritize democracy and ensure 
access to the ballot box is not under-
mined. I urge them to send voting 
rights legislation to President Biden’s 
desk to be signed into law. 

f 

b 2330 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL 
PHARMACISTS DAY 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of a very im-
portant day we are celebrating today, 
National Pharmacists Day. 

Today we take time to recognize and 
appreciate all of our communities’ 
pharmacists and everything that they 
do for their patients. 

During the pandemic, pharmacists 
joined with the frontline workers to 
help alleviate the pandemic by distrib-
uting lifesaving medicines to their pa-
tients. 

Pharmacists are an integral part of 
each and every community. They keep 
people safe and healthy. 

As a pharmacist, I am proud to take 
time today to recognize and honor my 
colleagues nationwide. In a world 
where our frontline workers are heroes, 
we must not forget those who bond 
with their patients and ensure life-
saving and correct dosages are being 
distributed properly. 

I am proud of my time spent as a 
pharmacist, and I am very grateful for 
my colleagues and what they do to bet-
ter their communities. 

Take time today to thank your local 
pharmacist and appreciate all that 
they do. Thank you all for your service 
to our towns, our cities, and our 
States. 

f 

MOVING THE ECONOMY FORWARD 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to reflect on the remarkable progress 
of our Nation’s economy over the pre-
vious 12 months in what I suspect his-
tory will label the Biden boom. 

The progress achieved in 2021, helped 
along by the American Rescue Plan, is 
unmatched in American history. Our 
economy is growing at its fastest rate 
in 40 years. The Nation added 6.4 mil-
lion new jobs, and unemployment is 
now at 3.9 percent, representing the 
sharpest ever 1-year decline. 

J.P. Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon re-
cently said: ‘‘The consumer balance 
sheet has never been in better shape,’’ 
predicting continued extraordinary 
growth. 

A Bloomberg analysis found that 
President Biden’s first year is ranked 
either first or second among Presidents 
for, among other things, GDP growth, 
S&P 500 performance, nonfarm pay-
rolls, manufacturing jobs, and business 
productivity. 

I recognize we still have real chal-
lenges, including worker shortages, 
supply chain disruptions, and inflation. 
But working together, Congress and 
President Biden are positioned to move 
our economy forward and get us 
through this pandemic stronger than 
when we went in. 

Whether Republican, Democrat, Inde-
pendent, or anything else, every Amer-
ican should be celebrating the resil-
ience of the American spirit. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOU 
GALLIKER 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
life of Lou Galliker, the longtime 
president of Galliker Dairy Company, 
who passed away in December sur-
rounded by his family. He was 87 years 
old. 

The Galliker Dairy Company is a 
third-generation, family-owned, re-
gional dairy company headquartered in 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, since 1914. 
Lou was chairman and president for 
more than half a century. He turned 
his family’s dairy business into one of 
the largest enterprises in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and the mid- 
Atlantic region. 

Galliker Dairy distributes ice cream, 
milk, iced tea, and other beverages 
throughout several States. 

Mr. Speaker, Lou was a giant of the 
dairy world who served as a board 
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member of the International Associa-
tion of Ice Cream Manufacturers and as 
a president of the Quality Chekd inde-
pendent dairy processors cooperative. 

He was equally devoted to the Johns-
town community, which he served in 
various capacities over the years. As 
president of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the greater Johnstown Jaycees and 
a board member of several other orga-
nizations, Lou was always committed 
to the region’s success. 

Lou Galliker was an incredible force 
for good in the Johnstown region, and 
he leaves a legacy that will be remem-
bered for years to come. My prayers 
are with his family. 

f 

HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and celebrate Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

It is often said that his were the 
words of a giant who could galvanize 
all of America around the wonderful 
concept of the ‘‘beloved community.’’ 

Dr. King was assassinated in 1968, and 
so many have come from his spirit, but 
I thought this year, in the midst of the 
very divisive fight for voting rights, we 
could just remember his marches, his 
words, believing in a dream, and recog-
nizing the goodness of America. 

He marched across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge. He walked with our 
friend John Robert Lewis and his other 
friends Hosea Williams, Reverend An-
drew Young, and Ralph David Aber-

nathy. And he always thought that he 
could never give up, as he went to the 
White House with Lyndon Baines John-
son and insisted on the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act. 

We must honor him in these coming 
days not by words and tributes but by 
doing the right thing, building on the 
democracy that he so much dreamed 
for, even though his life was cut short, 
and to thank his family—Martin Lu-
ther King III and all of his children and 
his wife—for the sacrifice they made 
for America. I pay tribute to Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. 

f 

ENERGY PRICES AT ALL-TIME 
HIGHS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, many 
areas in northern California and across 
my district have seen record snowfall 
due to recent winter storms. That is 
good in a lot of ways, but we have seen 
that tens of thousands of residents 
have been without power for several 
weeks in freezing temperatures, and 
our Governor has banned the use of 
gas-powered generators as a heat and 
electricity source. 

Meanwhile, those who do still have 
power face all-time high energy costs 
as they try to heat their homes, thanks 
to President Biden’s anti-domestic en-
ergy policies. 

On President Biden’s first day of of-
fice, he canceled the Keystone pipeline, 
effectively killing 11,000 American en-

ergy jobs and stopping new exploration 
for oil, which has driven up energy 
prices and increased our dependence on 
foreign oil from China, Russia, and the 
Middle East. 

The cost of having our homes heated 
has increased 30 percent since last win-
ter, and more than one in four Ameri-
cans reported they were forced to forgo 
other basic expenses to pay their en-
ergy bill in this last year. 

Under the climate agenda President 
Biden has, gas prices are up nearly 60 
percent. The cost of propane, kerosene, 
firewood, and energy are all up over 30 
percent from this time last year. 

We must reverse these damaging and 
unnecessary policies and reduce our re-
liance on foreign oil before more harm 
can be done to the American people 
and our economy. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 789. An act to repeal certain obsolete 
laws relating to Indians; to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CORREA). Pursuant to section 11(b) of 
House Resolution 188, the House stands 
adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 11 o’clock and 37 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, January 13, 2022, at 9 a.m. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2021, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 8 AND NOV. 11, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Nancy Pelosi .................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Frank Pallone .................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Eddie Bernice Johnson .................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Gregory Meeks ................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Raúl Grijalva ................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Kathy Castor ................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Betty McCollum ............................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Earl Blumenauer ............................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Chellie Pingree ................................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Bill Keating ..................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Suzanne Bonamici .......................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Jared Huffman ................................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Julia Brownley ................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Alan Lowenthal ............................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Don Beyer ........................................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Brendan Boyle ................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat ............................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Sean Casten .................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Veronica Escobar ............................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Mike Levin ....................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Joe Neguse ...................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Hon. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez ................................ 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Wyndee Parker ......................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Terri McCullough ..................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Kate Knudson .......................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Emily Berret ............................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Kelsey Smith ............................................................ 11 /5 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 4,642.00 .................... 1,758.20 .................... .................... .................... 6,400.20 
Kenneth DeGraff ...................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Carlos Paz ............................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
James Marrow .......................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Tiffany Guarascio .................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Sophia Lafargue ...................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 8 AND NOV. 11, 2021—Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Ana Unruh-Cohen .................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Lora Snyder .............................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Priyanka Hooghan .................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Kim Campbell .......................................................... 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
Dr. Brian Monahan .................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 
MG William Walker .................................................. 11 /8 11 /11 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,321.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,321.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 92,277.20 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. NANCY PELOSI, Dec. 10, 2021. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Bruce Westerman ...................................... 11 /8 11 /9 Qatar ........................................................... .................... 434.65 .................... 8,721.75 .................... 43.11 .................... 9,199.51 
11 /9 11 /10 Israel ........................................................... .................... 595.00 .................... .................... .................... 2,428.97 .................... 3,023.97 
11 /10 11 /12 Germany ...................................................... .................... 856.00 .................... .................... .................... 20.00 .................... 876.00 

Committee total ................................... ............. ................. ..................................................................... .................... 1,885.65 .................... 8,721.75 .................... 2,492.08 .................... 13,099.48 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, Jan. 6, 2022. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. James McGovern ............................................. 10 /3 10 /8 Colombia ............................................... .................... 459.00 .................... 818.15 .................... 577.62 .................... 1,854.77 
Cynthia Buhl ............................................................ 10 /3 10 /8 Colombia ............................................... .................... 459.00 .................... 772.65 .................... .................... .................... 1,231.65 
Matthew Bonaccorsi ................................................ 10 /3 10 /8 Colombia ............................................... .................... 459.00 .................... 799.95 .................... .................... .................... 1,258.95 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 1,377.00 .................... 2,390.75 .................... 577.62 .................... 4,345.37 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN, Jan. 6, 2022. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 

communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3099. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final priorities and definitions — 
Final Priorities and Definitions-Secretary’s 
Supplemental Priorities and Definitions for 
Discretionary Grants Programs [Docket ID: 
ED-2021-OPEPD-0054] received January 11, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

EC–3100. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting 
the Corporation’s final rule — Allocation of 
Assets in Single-Employer Plans; Interest 
Assumptions for Valuing Benefits received 
January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

EC–3101. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s 
final rule — Allocation of Assets in Single- 
Employer Plans; Valuation of Benefits and 
Assets; Expected Retirement Age received 
January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

EC–3102. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Prescription Drug and 
Health Care Spending [CMS-9905-IFC] (RIN: 
0938-AU66) received December 9, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3103. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Possession, Use, and 
Transfer of Select Agents and Toxins-Addi-
tion of SARS-CoV/SARS-CoV-2 Chimeric Vi-
ruses Resulting From Any Deliberate Manip-
ulation of SARS-CoV-2 To Incorporate Nu-
cleic Acids Coding for SARS-CoV Virulence 
Factors to the HHS List of Select Agents 
and Toxins [Docket No.: CDC-2021-0119] (RIN: 
0920-AA79) received January 11, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3104. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Health Resources and Services 
Administration, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program: Adding the Cat-
egory of Vaccines Recommended for Preg-
nant Women to the Vaccine Injury Table 
[RIN: 0906-AB27] received January 11, 2022, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3105. A letter from the Policy Advisor, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-

tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention 
Standard; Final Listing of 2019 Light Duty 
Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of 
This Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines 
for Model Year 2019 [Docket No.: NHTSA- 
2019-0056] (RIN: 2127-AM24) received January 
11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3106. A letter from the Policy Advisor, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; 
Technical Corrections and Clarifications Re-
lated to Tires and Rims [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2019-0074] (RIN: 2127-AL87) received 
January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3107. A letter from the Policy Advisor, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Anthropomorphic Test Devices; Q3s 3-Year- 
Old Child Side Impact Test Dummy; Incorpo-
ration by Reference [Docket No.: NHTSA- 
2020-0088] (RIN: 2127-AM38] received January 
11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3108. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s Major final rule — 
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Managing Transmission Line Ratings [Dock-
et No.: RM20-16-000; Order No.: 881] received 
January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3109. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule — Safety of 
Water Power Projects and Project Works 
[Docket No.: RM20-9-000; Order No. 880] re-
ceived January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3110. A letter from the Director, Office 
of National Marine Sanctuaries, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Regulations [Docket No.: 211103-0224] (RIN: 
0648-BI01) received January 11, 2022, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

EC–3111. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Coordination Division, U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule withdrawal — Modi-
fication of Registration Requirement for Pe-
titioners Seeking To File Cap-Subject H-1B 
Petitions, Implementation of Vacatur [RIN: 
1615-AC61] received January 11, 2022, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–3112. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Removal of Training Re-
quirements for an Airline Transport Pilot 
Certificate Issued Concurrently With a Sin-
gle-Engine Airplane Type Rating [Docket 
No.: FAA-2018-1050; Amdt. No.: 61-149] (RIN: 
2120-AL23) received January 11, 2022, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3113. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Canada Limited Partnership 
(Type Certificate Previously Held by C Se-
ries Aircraft Limited Partnership (CSALP); 
Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2021-0201; Project Identifier MCAI-2020- 
01346-T; Amendment 39-21790; AD 2021-22-17] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 11, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–3114. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Pratt & Whitney Division Turbofan 
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2021-0577; Project 
Identifier AD-2021-00470-E; Amendment 39- 
21787; AD 2021-22-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3115. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0885; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2021-00966-R; Amendment 39-21786; AD 2021-22- 
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 11, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3116. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0461; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2021-00156-R; Amendment 39-21775; AD 2021-22- 
02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 11, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3117. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0572; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2021-00391-R; Amendment 39-21778; AD 2021-22- 
05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 11, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3118. A letter from the Regulations 
Writer — Federal Register Liaison, Office of 
Regulations and Reports Clearance, Social 
Security Administration, transmitting the 
Administration’s final rule — Extension of 
Expiration Dates for Four Body System List-
ings [Docket No.: SSA-2021-0043] (RIN: 0960- 
AI65) received January 11, 2022, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCGOVERN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 868. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 5746) to amend title 51, 
United States Code, to extend the authority 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration to enter into leases of non-ex-
cess property of the Administration (Rept. 
117–226). Referred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. LAWRENCE (for herself, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. 
BOWMAN, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. COSTA, and 
Ms. TITUS): 

H.R. 6373. A bill to establish the Digital 
Literacy and Equity Commission, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself and 
Mr. MEIJER): 

H.R. 6374. A bill to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Inspector General of 
the Department of Defense with respect to 
mitigation of foreign suppliers in the phar-
maceutical supply chain of the Department 
of Defense; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. RICE of South Carolina (for 
himself, Ms. SPANBERGER, Ms. HER-
RERA BEUTLER, Mr. GOLDEN, Mr. 
CHABOT, Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, Mr. 
OWENS, Mr. KIND, Mr. KATKO, Mr. 
CUELLAR, and Mrs. KIM of California): 

H.R. 6375. A bill to permit COPS grants to 
be used for the purpose of increasing the 
compensation and hiring of law enforcement 

officers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. AXNE (for herself, Mr. CARSON, 
Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. DEAN, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. MANNING, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. NEWMAN, Mr. SCHRA-
DER, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. THOMPSON of 
California, Ms. WILD, and Mrs. 
HAYES): 

H.R. 6376. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend eligibility for a cer-
tain work-study allowance paid by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to certain individ-
uals who pursue programs of rehabilitation, 
education, or training on at least a half-time 
basis, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Ms. TITUS, 
Mr. MORELLE, and Mr. KAHELE): 

H.R. 6377. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to purchase and 
make available for free rapid tests for SARS- 
CoV-2, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Financial Serv-
ices, and Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BROOKS: 
H.R. 6378. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to notify the Governor of 
a State prior to the date on which any alien 
without lawful status under the immigration 
laws is transported to, housed in, or reset-
tled in such State, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

H.R. 6379. A bill to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to bring the non-monetary policy 
related functions of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System into the ap-
propriations process, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (for 
himself, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Ohio, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mr. 
BURGESS, Mr. LATURNER, Mr. STEIL, 
Mr. VALADAO, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. 
BABIN, and Mr. OBERNOLTE): 

H.R. 6380. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to establish a grant program to 
make grants to the parents of students en-
rolled in elementary schools or secondary 
schools that, for any reason related to 
COVID-19, are failing to provide in-person in-
struction for each enrolled student for each 
school day of school year 2021-2022, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Mr. 
COOPER, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. COHEN, and 
Mr. HUFFMAN): 

H.R. 6381. A bill to assist entrepreneurs and 
support development of the creative econ-
omy, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to 
the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and Financial Services, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GAETZ (for himself, Mrs. 
GREENE of Georgia, Mr. ROSENDALE, 
Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. MASSIE, 
Mr. BIGGS, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. CLYDE, 
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. ROY, Mrs. LESKO, 
Mrs. BOEBERT, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. WEBER 
of Texas, Mr. GOOD of Virginia, Mr. 
GIBBS, Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina, 
Mr. BROOKS, and Mr. SCHWEIKERT): 

H.R. 6382. A bill to nullify the order of the 
Mayor of the District of Columbia imposing 
a vaccine entry requirement for certain es-
tablishments and facilities, and for other 
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purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform. 

By Mr. GOHMERT (for himself, Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. MOONEY, Mr. 
TIFFANY, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. NORMAN, 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia, Mr. WITTMAN, 
Mr. ROY, and Mr. GAETZ): 

H.R. 6383. A bill to prohibit the purchase of 
public or private real estate located in the 
United States by foreign persons, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. HARDER of California (for him-
self and Mr. COURTNEY): 

H.R. 6384. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, 
title XXII of the Public Health Service Act, 
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
prove certain notifications provided to quali-
fied beneficiaries by group health plans in 
the case of COBRA qualifying events; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor, and in 
addition to the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce, and Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 
BOWMAN, Ms. BUSH, Mr. CARSON, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. CICILLINE, 
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. COO-
PER, Mr. COSTA, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Ms. MENG, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Ms. NEWMAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
PAYNE, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. TORRES of 
New York, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
WELCH, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia): 

H.R. 6385. A bill to provide, manufacture, 
and distribute high quality N-95 respirator 
masks for every individual in the United 
States during the COVID-19 pandemic using 
the Defense Production Act and other 
means; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce, Fi-
nancial Services, and the Budget, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self, Ms. NEWMAN, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. SCHNEIDER, 
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. 
KINZINGER, Mr. BOST, Mrs. BUSTOS, 
Mr. CASTEN, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Il-
linois, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. GARCÍA of Il-
linois, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mr. RUSH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Ms. UNDERWOOD, and Mr. LAHOOD): 

H.R. 6386. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
450 West Schaumburg Road in Schaumburg, 
Illinois, as the ‘‘Veterans of Iraq and Afghan-
istan Memorial Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. CARSON, Mrs. HAYES, and 
Ms. TITUS): 

H.R. 6387. A bill to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish a school se-
curity coordinating council, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. 

By Mr. SAN NICOLAS: 
H.R. 6388. A bill to make updates to the 

National Strategy for Combating Terrorist 
and Other Illicit Financing, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr. 
ARRINGTON, Ms. SEWELL, and Mr. 
SMITH of Missouri): 

H.R. 6389. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exemption 
from gross income for mandatory restitution 
or civil damages as recompense for traf-
ficking in persons; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. SPANBERGER (for herself and 
Mr. RICE of South Carolina): 

H.R. 6390. A bill to make financial assist-
ance under the Rural Energy for America 
program available with respect to certain 
electric vehicle supply equipment expenses; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WEBER of Texas: 
H.R. 6391. A bill to ensure continued United 

States leadership in space and low-earth 
orbit; to the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois: 
H. Res. 866. A resolution recognizing that 

allowing illegal immigrants the right to vote 
devalues the franchise and diminishes the 
voting power of United States citizens; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself, 
Ms. SALAZAR, and Mr. GIMENEZ): 

H. Res. 867. A resolution commending the 
actions of Cuban human rights and democ-
racy activist Jose Daniel Ferrer Garcia, and 
all pro-democracy and human rights activ-
ists, in demanding fundamental civil lib-
erties in Cuba and speaking out against 
Cuba’s brutal, totalitarian Communist re-
gime; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LIEU (for himself, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. DEAN, 
Mrs. DEMINGS, and Mr. NEGUSE): 

H. Res. 869. A resolution amending the 
Rules of the House of Representatives with 
respect to the enforcement of committee 
subpoenas to executive branch officials, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Rules. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mrs. LAWRENCE: 
H.R. 6373. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, ‘‘To make 

all Laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

By Ms. HOULAHAN: 
H.R. 6374. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The ‘‘necessary and proper’’ clause of 

Artlcle 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. RICE of South Carolina: 
H.R. 6375. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

By Mrs. AXNE: 
H.R. 6376. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. BEYER: 

H.R. 6377. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BROOKS: 
H.R. 6378. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. DAVIDSON: 

H.R. 6379. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois: 

H.R. 6380. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States 
By Mrs. DINGELL: 

H.R. 6381. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. GAETZ: 
H.R. 6382. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the U.S. 

Constitution. 
By Mr. GOHMERT: 

H.R. 6383. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. HARDER of California: 
H.R. 6384. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. I, Sec 8 

By Mr. KHANNA: 
H.R. 6385. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI: 
H.R. 6386. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H.R. 6387. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. SAN NICOLAS: 
H.R. 6388. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 1 provides Con-

gress with the power to ‘‘impose taxes and 
spend the money collected to pay debts and 
provide for the ‘‘common defence’’ and ‘‘gen-
eral welfare.’’ 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER: 
H.R. 6389. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. SPANBERGER: 
H.R. 6390. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. WEBER of Texas: 

H.R. 6391. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Subject VIII. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 69: Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 263: Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
H.R. 336: Ms. PORTER, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. 

FITZPATRICK, and Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 475: Mr. MEIJER. 
H.R. 566: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 571: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 622: Ms. MANNING, Mr. DOGGETT, and 

Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 682: Mr. GIBBS, Ms. LETLOW, and Mr. 

MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 748: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 751: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 783: Mrs. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 815: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 942: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 1012: Mr. SCHRADER. 
H.R. 1013: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1086: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 1095: Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 1210: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 1219: Mr. LAMB. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 1259: Mr. CARTER of Texas. 
H.R. 1274: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 1297: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 1309: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 1351: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 1474: Mr. VEASEY and Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 1531: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr. 

LUETKEMEYER. 
H.R. 1534: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 1569: Ms. BARRAGÁN and Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 1577: Miss RICE of New York and Ms. 

JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 1640: Mr. ROSE. 
H.R. 1809: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 1842: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 

VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. BEYER, Mr. 
LAMALFA, and Mr. KAHELE. 

H.R. 1919: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 1946: Mr. MALINOWSKI. 
H.R. 1948: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. SEWELL, 

and Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. 
H.R. 1967: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 2020: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 2047: Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. LATURNER, 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. TIF-
FANY, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. OWENS, 
Mr. ROSE, Mr. JACKSON, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. YOUNG. 

H.R. 2099: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 

H.R. 2161: Mr. WELCH, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs. BUSTOS, and 
Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. 

H.R. 2178: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 2192: Ms. MACE. 
H.R. 2234: Mrs. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 2240: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 2244: Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 2252: Ms. LEE of California, Mr. BISHOP 

of Georgia, Mr. CARSON, Ms. BASS, Mr. 
SUOZZI, Mr. WELCH, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. WILSON of 
Florida, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Mrs. BEATTY, and Mr. PASCRELL. 

H.R. 2298: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 2510: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr. 

DESAULNIER, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, and Mr. 
CASE. 

H.R. 2519: Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. 
H.R. 2543: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 2558: Mr. GUEST. 
H.R. 2616: Ms. SCHRIER. 
H.R. 2638: Mr. BACON, Ms. MENG, Ms. WILD, 

and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. 
H.R. 2670: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 2690: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 2837: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 3075: Mr. CRIST. 
H.R. 3134: Mr. CRAWFORD. 
H.R. 3262: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. 
H.R. 3281: Ms. HOULAHAN and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 3484: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 3525: Ms. BUSH. 
H.R. 3554: Ms. BOURDEAUX. 
H.R. 3596: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H.R. 3685: Mrs. KIM of California and Mr. 

ARRINGTON. 
H.R. 3692: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 3753: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 3808: Mrs. LURIA and Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 3860: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 3897: Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. ROSE, and 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 3938: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 4096: Mr. CAWTHORN, Mr. DESJARLAIS, 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. KELLER. 
H.R. 4130: Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 4287: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 4290: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 4323: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. COOPER. 
H.R. 4331: Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H.R. 4471: Mr. KIND. 
H.R. 4479: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 4496: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 4614: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 4645: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 4649: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 4690: Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. 
H.R. 4725: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 4750: Mr. LIEU, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of 

Illinois, Mr. PAPPAS, Ms. NORTON, and Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO. 

H.R. 4769: Ms. SLOTKIN and Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 4826: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Mr. 

KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 4838: Ms. NORTON, Mr. ALLRED, and 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. 

H.R. 4986: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 5067: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 5136: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 5145: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 5218: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 5232: Mr. NEHLS, Mr. LYNCH, and Mr. 

TIMMONS. 
H.R. 5247: Ms. NORTON, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. SIRES, Ms. 
STRICKLAND, and Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois. 

H.R. 5255: Mrs. LURIA. 
H.R. 5416: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5468: Mr. VALADAO and Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 5517: Mr. CASTRO of Texas. 
H.R. 5527: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 5562: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 5577: Mr. PENCE, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and 

Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 5598: Ms. DEAN. 
H.R. 5735: Mr. BROOKS, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. 

KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, and Mr. RUIZ. 

H.R. 5736: Mr. MCNERNEY. 
H.R. 5739: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5754: Mr. KAHELE, Mr. MULLIN, Mrs. 

WALORSKI, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
and Ms. NEWMAN. 

H.R. 5775: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 5781: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 5834: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 5835: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 5874: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 5883: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 5884: Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. 
H.R. 5899: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 5922: Ms. MANNING and Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 5963: Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 5981: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H.R. 6015: Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. 

MURPHY of Florida, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. 
RUSH, and Mr. SARBANES. 

H.R. 6037: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 6059: Mr. CROW and Ms. DEAN. 
H.R. 6109: Mr. SCHWEIKERT. 
H.R. 6121: Ms. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. STAUBER, 

Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 

H.R. 6132: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 6152: Mr. MEIJER. 
H.R. 6225: Ms. BASS, Mr. CARSON, Mr. LIEU, 

Ms. SEWELL, and Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois. 

H.R. 6226: Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.R. 6227: Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. 

KEATING, Mr. MOULTON, and Mr. LAWSON of 
Florida. 

H.R. 6238: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 6247: Mr. JORDAN. 
H.R. 6264: Mr. TIMMONS. 
H.R. 6298: Mr. FEENSTRA and Mr. SMITH of 

Nebraska. 
H.R. 6299: Mr. CARTER of Texas. 
H. Con. Res. 21: Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H. Con. Res. 25: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H. Res. 103: Mr. MOULTON. 
H. Res. 121: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
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